What Could Go Into a Gateway Syllabus?

I.  Readings

· Study questions

· Page assignments

· Using a handbook

· Readings to be completed on date assigned

II.  Class Activities

· Peer review

· Oral presentations

· Information literacy sessions

· Small group work

· In-class Web work

· Readings discussions

· Panel discussions

· Skit/play performance

· Mock trials

· Debates

· Instructor conferences

· Brainstorming/freewriting

III.  Writing Assignments

· Two models: Discrete & overlapping (Discrete: all drafts of an assignment are completed before the next assignment begins; overlapping: stages of the writing process overlap from one assignment to the next)

· Allow enough time for student revision (one week ) and for your response (one week)

· Sequencing assignments

· Include assignments—or not!

· Student input on assignments

· In-class writing

· Short essays

· Grammar exercises

· Journals/blogs

· Annotated bibliographies

· Author biographies

· Microessays

· Abstracts

· Response papers

· Book reviews

IV.  Extra-class Activities

· Movies

· Lectures

· Field trips

· Peer review

· Study sessions

· Reading groups

· Electronic lists/Webboards/email/Wikis

· Writing Center tutorials

· Instructor conferences

V. Basics

· Title, course number, secion, time, location

· Instructor contact info (including rules for calling at home)

· Overview of the course (classroom activities, major assignments, etc.)

· Required & optional materials

· Instructor’s expectations for students

· What students can expect from instructor

· Course policies: extra credit, make-up work, late work, attendance, participation, changes in syllabus, etc.)

· Percentages of grades

· Statement on disability concerns

· COURSE SCHEDULE

VI. Pedagogical Issues

· Course goals & objectives

· Student behavior guidelines

· General description of A, B, C, D, F work

· Policy on plagarism

· Statement of Teaching Philosophy

· Tips to students on how to succeed in the class

