
IWU Learning Outcomes Statement for Writing Program  

Introduction 

The teaching of writing at Illinois Wesleyan University is a shared responsibility, one linked 

directly to the institution's mission of fostering creativity, critical thinking and reading, and 

effective communication in our students.  Improving the teaching of writing also appears as a 

major goal on the current university's strategic plan.  We believe a successful writing program 

must be based on shared perceptions of what we value in our students' writing. 

This document was produced to describe the expectations of the Illinois Wesleyan University 

faculty for “outcomes,” not “standards,” in writing ability of students graduating from our 

university. That is, we are not here describing precise levels of achievement, nor would we 

expect every student to excel in every criterion below, since different rhetorical situations 

demand different elements of the multifaceted experience we call writing.  

Learning to write, and teaching students to write, is a complicated process for all 

involved—students, faculty, and administrators. This statement is the work of teachers of writing 

across the curriculum at IWU, and so it reflects our understanding of the writing process, of how 

students learn to write, of shared terms and concepts, and of how to teach writing.  

This document was produced by a significant number of faculty, some engaged in assessment, 

some in faculty development events, some as members of the Writing Committee. It is based on 

scoring and readings of our own students’ writing, that is, it is based on concrete, local data. 

Because pedagogical and curricular review is an ongoing process, this document is subject to 

continued revision. It is meant as a general outcomes statement; disciplines within the university 

will want to adapt and alter this statement to suit the specific teaching and learning goals of their 

departments. We encourage faculty to consult the Ames Library's outcomes statement for 

information literacy as well.  A draft version of this statement is located on the Writing 

Program's website: www.iwu.edu/writing. 

As we read, assessed, and discussed sample student writing, we discovered three intertwined 

areas that best describe our learning goals for IWU students: the kind of writer and thinker we 

would like to our graduates to become; the qualities we would look for in a text written by our 

students; and how we would like our students to approach the process of writing.  

The Student as Writer and Thinker 

As we read writing by our students, we would like them to demonstrate: 

Cognitive Sophistication, where their texts 

Generate a meaningful question or idea 

Place a question or idea in an appropriate context or frame 

Demonstrate an awareness of the complexity of an question or idea 



Gather evidence in order to consider different or divergent perspectives 

Demonstrate an awareness of audience 

 

Ownership or investment in their writing, showing that they, as writers 

Commit to the choices they made in creating the text 

Demonstrate that they are reaching, ambitious, risk-taking, or creative and grapple with ideas 

Demonstrate invention with language, style, and voice 

Engage their topic 

 

Intellectual Presence; in the text  

The author’s own voice comes through 

Language and the treatment of a question or idea shows wit, humor, subtlety, or imagination 

The impact on the audience is evident 

The conclusions, implications and consequences of the work are clear 

The reader discovers a compelling narrative/story 

 

Elements of a Student’s Text 

In the student texts we read, we would like to see writing that 

Presents a question, problem, or conflict and locates it in an appropriate context, including 

texts which 

Connect a question, problem, issue, or conflict to the student’s existing knowledge or 

experience and to knowledge from external sources  

Place the text in historical, scientific, technological, aesthetic, or personal contexts 

 

Makes logical, complex arguments using evidence that supports the project’s purpose, 

including texts which 

Select evidence from appropriate sources 

Evaluate and analyze evidence and considers and addresses limitations of that evidence 

Consider alternatives and counterarguments 

Explores conclusions, implications, and consequences 
  

Reflects an organization which accommodates the text’s purpose and audience, including texts 

which 

Provide a clear and consistent structure  

Use focused paragraphs or other forms such as dialogue, monologue, and poetry appropriate 

to text’s purpose 

Link ideas logically and/or rhetorically throughout 

  

Displays appropriate textual and citation conventions, including texts which  

Include systems of documentation and acknowledgement to cite information legally and 



ethically 

Use language appropriate to an academic discipline 

Employ imaginative and sophisticated vocabulary, accurate grammar and effective 

punctuation, and an appropriate level of formality  

Integrate quotations smoothly into the prose  

Vary sentence structure and length for variety  

 

The Student’s Writing Process 

By graduation, texts written by IWU students should reflect a personal, coherent, and effective 

writing process, including:  

Shaping the content and context of the text by 

Using statistical, authoritative, experiential or imaginative information to discover,  invent, 

develop, support, and amplify ideas and arguments 

Revising to broaden contextual understanding 

Revising structural, conceptual, and argumentative elements to shape the creation and 

delivery of ideas and argument 

Improving the language of the text by 

Writing creatively to develop characterization, vivid language, significant detail, 

mood/atmosphere, irony, subtlety and inventive metaphor and simile 

Recasting the rhythms and sounds of English to complement, enhance or contrast with 

textual content  

Engaging the audience of the text by  

Improving grammatical, semantic, punctuation, and syntactic expression to support 

communication between writer and reader 

Reshaping a text to meet conventions required by audience, purpose, situation, and forum 

Revising to emotionally and intellectually engage an audience 

 

 

 


