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Background
Illinois Wesleyan University provides an under-
graduate learning experience full of unique ways 
for students to enhance their educational experi-
ence. One such opportunity is a chance for eligible 
students to participate in a year-long research or 
creative arts project under the direction of a faculty 
advisor. These projects provide students the pos-
sibility of participating in global scholarly rhetoric 
and creative conversation. The Honors Research 
collection within Digital Commons includes the 
culmination of these research projects from 1960 
forward. 

This report provides insight into the variety of ways 
the Honors Research collection has been accessed 
and used throughout the past academic year. Unless 
otherwise indicated, it includes information on 
Honors Research downloads from August 2019 
through July 2020. 

Articles & Readership Summary
Within the 2019-2020 academic year the entire 
Honors Research collection received 106,951 
downloads, remaining fairly stable from last year 
(107,088 downloads). Interestingly, page hits 
increased 72% from the 2018-2019 academic year, 
from 6,059 to 10,420. While downloads have 
remained relatively stable, users have found content 
within the collection significantly more often.

Page hits vs. year

One new paper, “Text Anomaly Detection with 

ARAE-AnoGAN,” by 2020 graduate Tec Yan Yap 

performed remarkably well, generating 200 

of this year’s downloads. The work reached 

readers at Visa, Samsung, Panasonic, and 

Lockheed Martin. Most readers found this work 

through Google and Google Scholar, indicat-

ing that IWU student work may be impacting 

research at a variety of major corporations 

because they are openly available, and accessi-

ble via search engines. 
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Source: Digital Commons Dashboard
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Worldwide Reach
IWU’s Honors Research collection has an impressive global reach: this year members of 82% of countries across 
the world downloaded content from the collection (205 of 250 independent regional areas defined on Digital 
Commons Dashboard).  Students are contributing to scholarly conversation and creative expression across the 
world, not just within the United States. 

Two regions were new to the list this year: the 
Micronesian country of Nauru and the Falkland 
Islands. Though these new regions don’t represent 
many of the total downloads (three downloads total), 
this shows that the reach of the Honors Research 
collection continues to expand each year. All three 
readers were interested in “An Ethnographic 
Examination of the Meanings and Significance of 
Hair in Samoa” particularly interesting.

Looking stateside, the Honors Research collection 
has readers in every state, as well as Washington DC. 
We expect to see the home state among the highest 
downloading; rounding out the top 5 states are 
California, New York, Texas, and Virginia.

Three new readers were interested 

in “An Ethnographic Examination 

of the Meanings and Significance 

of Hair in Samoa”

https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1014&amp;context=socanth_honproj
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1014&amp;context=socanth_honproj
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1014&amp;context=socanth_honproj
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Contributing to Scholarly 
Conversation
Since Honors Research gives certain students a 
platform to engage in scholarly discussion, it is 
particularly interesting to look at how well the works 
perform in an academic context. Readers from over 
2,100 institutions accessed articles from the Honors 
Research collection this academic year. Among these 
institutions are each of the top eleven universities in 
the US, and, 72 of the top 100 colleges and univer-
sities listed in the 2021 US News and World Reports 
university rankings. Reaching this academic audience 
gives Illinois Wesleyan students the opportunity to 
develop research acumen among their peers and 
other researchers. At the same time, the wide reach 
of articles gives Illinois Wesleyan visibility and recog-
nition that support the reputation of the college. 

Among these institutions are each of the top eleven universities in the US, and, 72 of the top 
100 colleges and universities listed in the 2021 US News and World Reports university rankings

   US News and World Report 2021 Best National Universities list, which includes a three-way tie for 9th place, for 11 “top 10” institutions. 

1
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Source: https://www.timeshighereducation.com/rankings/united-states/2020#!/page/0/length/25/sort_by/rank/sort_order/asc/cols/stats

72

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/rankings/united-states/2020#!/page/0/length/25/sort_by/rank/sort_order/asc/cols/stats


A.G. Edwards & Sons Inc.

The Goldman Sachs Group Inc.

Bank of America

A Different Approach to Term vs Whole Life Insurance

Analyzing the Relationship between change in Money Supply and Stock 
Market Prices

How do bond specific, firm specific and macroeconomic factors influence 
corporate credit spreads?

Visualizing a Fourth Dimension: Hypercubic Resistor Networks

A Different Approach to Term vs. Whole Life Insurance

Measuring Risk-Based Capital

Analyzing the Relationship between change in Money Supply and Stock 
Market Prices

Measuring Risk-Based Capital

Analyzing the Relationship between change in Money Supply and Stock 
Market Prices

Demythifying Melville: Charles Johnson’s Middle Passage and the 
Nightmare of Slavery

Company Article Read
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Impacting Corporate Research
The top two commercial readers are General Electric 
and Haliburton, downloading a variety of articles 206 
and 159 times, respectively. While these companies 
read content far more than others, there doesn’t 
seem to be a particular pattern to the articles they 
have downloaded. However, readers at finance 
companies AG Edwards, Goldman Sachs, and Bank 
of America accessed a variety of articles related to 
finance and economics, as did readers at Amazon. 

Perhaps most interestingly, a reader or readers at 
World Wrestling Entertainment read the 2004 work 
“The Fading Gleam of a Golden Age: Britain’s Battle 
Against Piracy in the Americas in the Early 18th 
Century.”

https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1000&amp;context=history_honproj
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1000&amp;context=history_honproj
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1000&amp;context=history_honproj
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Reader from 
Department of Health 
and Human Services

Enhance the health 
and well-being of all 
Americans

“A Research into the Problems of Students Not 
Completing Homework Assignments in the 
Middle School: The Case of Weaver Middle 
School in Bibb County, Georgia” (2007)

U.S. Department
Sample Student Research Paper 

Downloaded by Member of Department

Influencing Policy
Honors Research students are doing more than con-
tributing to scholarly and artistic conversation: some 
may be having an impact on US public policy. For 
example, members from the US Senate downloaded 
“Why the Right?: Evaluating Vote Choice in Rural 
America” (2018) and “Transforming the Farm Bill: The 
Local Food Movement and Political Change” (2013).

In addition to readers in the House and the Senate, 
readers in six of the 15 executive branch departments 
downloaded one or more Honors Research papers. 
The Department of Education led the way with 37 
downloads.  Below are some examples of what these 
policy makers are reading and how that might apply 
to their work.

Reader from 
Department of 
Education

Enhance educational 
opportunities

“The Benefit of Code Switching within a 
Bilingual Education Program” (2002)

Reader from 
Department of 
Veteran Affairs

Treat long-term 
medical conditions

“Effects of Weighted Blankets on College 
Students’ Anxiety” (2019)

Reader from 
Department of 
Justice

Understand and 
ensure public safety

“Women Who Batter: A Comparison to 
Men who Batter” (1997)

More locally, a reader from the State of Illinois accessed the relevant article “The Establishment of Illinois 
Riverboat Gambling and its Impact on Alton, Peoria, and Joliet” (1994).

Task

https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1050&context=polisci_honproj
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/polisci_honproj/51/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/polisci_honproj/51/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1001&amp;context=envstu_honproj
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1001&amp;context=envstu_honproj
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/polisci_honproj/26/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/polisci_honproj/26/
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Honors Research in the Wild
While most readers find the Honors Research col-
lection from search engines or directly from Digital 
Commons @ Illinois Wesleyan University, there are 
a number of examples of external sources linking 
to relevant Honors Research works. Included in 
these sites are a handful of blogs (Answer Addiction, 
Cognito Mentoring, The Classroom), as well as the 
below examples.

New works and referrers

● Teen Vogue article School 
Nurses Are Still Providing 
Medical Care to Students 
During Coronavirus (2020), 
Links to: School Nurse Job 
Satisfaction, Provision of Health 
Education, and Student A endence (2014), generating 
7 downloads

● Reddit thread regarding 
dreamcatchers (2020) links 
to Borrowed Meanings: 
Case Studies of Katsina and 
Dreamcatcher Traditions (2005), 
generating 70 downloads

Older works and referrers

● Infotainment News (blog) 
article: The Impact of Superman 
on American Culture (2013) links 
to The Role of Superman in 
American Culture: 1938 to 1955 
(1995) generating 7 downloads

● The Art is Creation blog’s 
collection of free art resources 
links to Teaching Methods for 
the Art of Japanese Painting, 
generating 203 downloads

https://www.teenvogue.com/story/school-nurses-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.artiscreation.com/books.html#.YBCcculKg8P
https://infotainmentnews.net/the-impact-of-superman-on-american-culture/
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskHistorians/comments/gol0a4/its_not_uncommon_for_dreamcatchers_to_be_sold_as/
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/school-nurses-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/school-nurses-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/school-nurses-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/school-nurses-coronavirus-pandemic
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1046&amp;context=nursing_honproj
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1046&amp;context=nursing_honproj
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1046&amp;context=nursing_honproj
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskHistorians/comments/gol0a4/its_not_uncommon_for_dreamcatchers_to_be_sold_as/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1015&amp;context=socanth_honproj
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1015&amp;context=socanth_honproj
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1015&amp;context=socanth_honproj
https://infotainmentnews.net/the-impact-of-superman-on-american-culture/
https://infotainmentnews.net/the-impact-of-superman-on-american-culture/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1015&amp;context=socanth_honproj
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1015&amp;context=socanth_honproj
https://www.artiscreation.com/books.html#.YBCcculKg8P
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1002&amp;context=art_honproj
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1002&amp;context=art_honproj

