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director’s notes
It is challenging for me to express how extraordinary working on GIANT has been.  As an academic I 
have unapologetically touted LaChiusa’s work to my students and have been fortunate enough to have 
had the right mix of exceptional students and brave collaborators to present his work twice before at 
IWU, Lucky Nurse and Other Short Musical Plays (2011) and Hello Again (2011). Being afforded the op-
portunity to wrestle with yet another LaChiusa masterpiece has been exhilarating. I was introduced to 
LaChiusa with the success of Hello Again in 1994. Instantly I felt he was my generations’ Stephen Sond-
heim.  Like Sondheim, LaChiusa has made a career out of defying audience perceptions of what musi-
cal theatre can be. In tackling the unfiltered human condition and characters whose experiences some 
feel are more appropriately explored in weightier dramas by playwrights like Harold Pinter, Arthur 
Miller, Tennessee Williams, Eugene O’Neill or their current descendants, he has intentionally expanded 
the possibilities for the genre. In a 2006 NY Times article Jesse Green stated, that “one of the raps 
against Mr. LaChiusa is that his music, despite spanning genres, is too unvaried - a complaint that could 
be lodged against almost any serious modern composer. Like the modernists he clearly admires - Philip 
Glass, Ned Rorem, John Adams - he doesn’t always structure and signboard the audience’s experience 
with recognizable song forms or tonal clues. Then too, he’s repeatedly drawn to raw subject matter; and 
since he always writes his own lyrics (and usually his own librettos) this means his stamp is especially 
strong. Bernarda Alba, See What I Wanna See (based on Ryunosuke Akutagawa’s short stories), Marie 
Christine (a Creole transplantation of Medea), and The Wild Party (based on the hard-boiled Jazz Age 
poem) are told in different musical styles, but they are all literary tragedies about hubris, social turmoil 
and violent death. It’s no surprise that they therefore share the very qualities - irregular melodies, unre-
solved harmonies, jumpy rhythms - that some register as off-puttingly cool.”  Personally instead of be-
ing “off-putting,” I find myself leaning into his compositions often identifying with his imperfect char-
acters and equally nuanced music.  In a press release for the 2009 Signature Theatre’s world premiere 
of GIANT (which I was lucky enough to attend), the writer struggled to think of words to describe the 
musicals created by LaChiusa.  Many came to mind, such as groundbreaking, unconventional, thrilling, 
bold, original, but ultimately the author stated that his “is a unique voice in the American theater that 
brings true emotional intensity and deeply complex characters to the stage. Characters like a handful of 
First Ladies…Van Gogh…Medea…a blackface vaudevillian and his chorine…a tyrannical mother and 
her unmarried daughters - these tragic figures may seem, to some, unfit for the musical stage, but not to 
Michael John LaChiusa.”  He is without question one of the most stimulating contemporary American 
composers and in GIANT, working with Sybille Pearson, he has created his most accessible pieces to 
date without dropping any of the untidy complexities that have been a hallmark of his earlier work.  
GIANT holds a special resonance for me, having grown up in Southwest Texas just hours from the ficti-
tious Reata location. I feel I recognize this world and these characters, but more importantly to me and 
to any of you who have experienced being a stranger, have lost a parent while still young, have faced 
marriage, parenting, ageing, have suffered unrequited love, racial, social and economic injustice, have 
worried about loss of traditions or modern industries’ impact on the environment, have resisted gen-
erational divides and the influence of your past over your present and future, and  have been humbled 
by an examination of your place in this world, I hope you too will find deeply personal  significance in 
GIANT. What a miraculous opportunity it has been to be permitted to work once again with gifted, 
authentic, actor/musicians and collaborators on such thought-provoking material. I dedicate this 
production to my late father, S. Stephen Susong, my siblings, Randall, Deanna and Patrick Susong, my 
ex-wife Cristen Monson and our children Elijah and Eden Susong.  At the core of GIANT is the story 
of two American families, the Benedicts and the Obregons and so, understandably, I have carried my 
American family, the Susongs, with me through out this experience.

  Michael John LaChiusa
        Eli and Eden Susong

        Harold, Maggie, and Gray Meers
Kera Storrs
Ashley Tice

Mariah Johnson

BloNo Trade Co.
Krannert Center for the Performing Arts 

at University of Illinois
Illinois State University Theatre Department

Johnson’s Shoe Repair
Fiesta Ranchero
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Jay Ryan  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                Visiting Assistant Professor of Theatre Arts

Adjunct Faculty and Staff

Charlie Berggren .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                   Music Theatre Accompanist
Ekaterine Bezirgani  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                              Dance
Gretchen Church .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                    Music Theory/Keyboard
Chris Connelly .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Acting/Directing
Maggie Cornyn  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                 Dance
Ron Emmons  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Dramatic Literature
Ryan High  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Production Electrician
Julie Kasa .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                        Music Theatre Accompanist
Lyuda Kizer .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                   Acting
Sheri Marley .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                   Dance
Henry Matthiessen .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                     Production Carpenter
Saul Nache .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                           Music Theatre Voice
Jeanne Oost  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Costume Shop Supervisor
Natalie Pitchford .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   Music Theatre Voice
Kevin Rich .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   Stage Voice
Jessica Riss-Waltrip  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   Dance
JoLynn Robinson .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                    Music Theatre Accompanist
Armie Thompson .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .             Technical Director/Production Manager
Kelly J. Ullom  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                  Theatre Operations Coordinator
Nikki Wright .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                        Recruiting Coordinator



Illinois Wesleyan University 
School of Theatre Arts

2015-2016 Season

In the Jerome Mirza Theatre 
at McPherson Hall

HAMLET    
by William Shakespeare 

February 23, 24, 25, 26, 27 @ 8:00PM 
February 28 @ 2:00PM

FAME, the musical       
Conceived and developed by David De Silva

Book by Jose Fernandez
Lyrics by Jacques Levy 

Music by Steve Margoshes
Title Song “Fame” written by Dean Pitchford and Michael Gore

 April 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 @ 8:00PM / April 17 @ 2:00PM

 In the E. Melba Johnson Kirkpatrick
Laboratory Theatre

KLAUZAL SQUARE    
by Sarah Gancher   

February 7, 8, 9 @ 8:00PM

BODY AWARENESS     
by Annie Baker

May 21, 22, 23  @ 8:00PM


