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A Note Regarding the History of Fame
 If you have any familiarity with the pop culture scene in the early to mid-

eighties you will recognize the title Fame. Whether it be the film, television 
series, or the Irene Cara song the name should ring some bells. The Fame 
where the likes of confident triple threat Coco and sensitive dancer Lisa 
struggle to find themselves as people and artists through their training at the 
New York High School of the Performing Arts.

In addition to the original movie and series several other variations have 
emerged: Fame the Musical (1988, stage), Talent Springs Eternal: Fame Forever 
(2007, stage), and Fame (2009, film). Each version, while following similar stories 
and some of the same characters, tell their own ideas of each student’s journey.

Fame the Musical follows its own set of characters as they navigate the waters 
of growing up in the competitive world of the arts.  While some of the storylines 
may seem similar to those of past variations, they are also unique to the world 
of the show. In many ways this production is a response to the film as opposed 
to a basic musicalization. So while you may find similarities between characters 
like Lisa and Mabel or Leroy and Jack they exist in their own individual ways, 
making the performance you are about to see a separate entity from the original 
material as well.

The Fame franchise embraces the exuberance of youth, the struggles of 
finding who you are, and the joy of uninhibited dreaming.  In many ways it 
tells the story of anyone who has or will dream to reach for the stars. In doing 
this it can truly “live forever.” 
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