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Cast

Jake	 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              Steven Czajkowski, junior BFA Music Theatre

Frankie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  Nick Castellanos, senior BFA Acting

Beth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    Shen Yee Choong, junior BFA Acting

Mike . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        Alec Sutton, junior BFA Acting

Lorraine  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Alexa Eldridge, junior BFA Acting

Sally  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      Debra Madans, senior BFA Acting

Baylor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   Forrest Loeffler, junior BFA Acting

Meg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      Casey Cudmore, senior BFA Acting

— ACT I —
	 Scene 1: 	 A Road
	 Scene 2: 	 A Hospital
	 Scene 3: 	 A Hotel Room
	 Scene 4: 	 A Hospital
	 Scene 5: 	 A Hotel Room
	 Scene 6: 	 A Hospital
	 Scene 7 : 	 Jake’s Bedroom

— ACT II —
	 Scene 1: 	 Baylor Family Home
	 Scene 2: 	 Jake’s Bedroom
	 Scene 3: 	 Baylor Family Home
	 Scene 4: 	 Jake’s Bedroom

— ACT III —
	 Scene 1: 	 Jake’s Bedroom
	 Scene 2: 	 Baylor Family Home
	 Scene 3: 	 Jake’s Bedroom & Baylor Family Home

There will be two 10-minute intermissions at the act breaks

— Musicians—
Bill Givins—Banjo/Guitar/Vocals

Ryan Donlin, sophomore Music Composition—Bass
Katelyn VanPetten, junior BA Theatre Arts— Mandolin/Vocals

Mike Casali—Guitar/Harmonica/Vocals
Jim VanPetten—Bass 



Dramaturgy Note

Playwright Sam Shepard has earned a reputation as one of the greatest living playwrights, 
and an American cultural icon.  He has been heralded as an “all-American literary hero” 
(The Guardian) and “one of our best and most challenging playwrights... His plays are a form 
of exorcism: magical, sometimes surreal rituals that grapple with the demonic forces in the 
American landscape” (Newsweek). Shepard has won numerous awards for his work, includ-
ing the Pulitzer Prize for Drama for Buried Child, 11 Obie Awards, a Drama Desk Award for 
Outstanding Play for A Lie of the Mind, and two Tony Award nominations for Best Play for 
Buried Child and True West.

Shepard’s plays contain themes that were prevalent in his own life and in the lives and minds 
of Americans in the 1960s and ‘70s, who were grappling with a shifting cultural landscape.  His 
plays focus on the pursuit of the American Dream, broken families, nostalgia, rural myths, 
pre-urban “Americana,” and the decay of an idealized, rural West. Frank Rich of The New York 
Times wrote, “No one knows better than Sam Shepard that the true American West is gone 
forever, but there may be no writer alive more gifted at reinventing it out of pure literary air.”   

Sam Shepard’s iconic place in the theatre can be attributed to his penetrating examination 
of the American psyche, his distinctly American voice, and the darkly comic revelation of 
deep societal undercurrents, such as the unbearable dichotomy of family love and inescapable, 
self-imposed isolation.
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Dani Snyder-Young .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .              Associate Professor of Theatre Arts
Thomas A. Quinn .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Associate Professor of Theatre Arts
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Illinois Wesleyan University 
School of Theatre Arts

2014-2015 Season

In McPherson Theatre

WOMEN ON THE VERGE OF A NERVOUS BREAKDOWN    
Music and Lyrics by David Yazbeck  

Book by Jeffrey Lane
November 18, 19, 20, 21, 22 @ 8:00PM / November 23 @ 2:00PM

WHERE IN THE WORLD IS FRANK SPARROW?    
by Angela Betzien  

February 17, 18, 19, 20, 21 @ 8:00PM / February 22 @ 2:00PM

“LOSING IT”   
FACULTY CHOREOGRAPHED DANCE CONCERT 2015    

Choreographed by IWU faculty and guest artists 
April 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 @ 8:00PM / April 12 @ 2:00PM

 In the E. Melba Johnson Kirkpatrick
Laboratory Theatre

THE SHAPE OF THINGS   
by Neil LaBute   

October 23, 24, 25 @ 8:00PM 

FLOAT  
by Patricia King  

March 19, 20, 21 @ 8:00PM


