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Questions to Guide Reading  

 

To guide you as you are reading, the Advising and Summer Reading Committee compiled a list 
of questions.  Please answer the questions, and bring your responses to the small group 
discussions during Turning Titan: New Student Orientation on Wednesday, August 19th.  
 
 

1. In The Unlikely Disciple, Kevin Roose chose to explore a culture different from his own 
during his junior year at Brown University.  You are also about to have many new 
experiences as you transition from high school to college and live away from home.  What 
are your expectations of the IWU culture in which you will soon be immersed?  How do you 
think it will be different from what you have experienced before? 

2. Roose worked to assume a journalistic objectivity that would allow him to document, 
process and share his experiences.  Do you feel that he achieved this goal of objectivity? 
Why or why not?  Do you think objectivity is important for this situation? 

3. The IWU mission statement indicates that we are a “tightly knit, supportive university 
community… [that] both challenges and supports students in their personal and intellectual 
development.”  

a. As you read about the various communities that Kevin participated in at Liberty 
University (e.g. classroom, residence hall, choir, prayer group), what will you look for 
in communities at IWU?  

b. Have you ever been in a learning or social environment that challenged you?  If so, 
how did you respond? 

4. Harvard scholar Diana Eck describes religious pluralism as “not diversity alone, but the 
energetic engagement with diversity…Today, religious diversity is a given, but pluralism is 
not a given; it is an achievement. Mere diversity without real encounter and relationship 
will yield increasing tensions in our societies.”   How did Kevin’s engagement with religious 
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perspectives and convictions different from his own challenge, change or confirm his own 
understandings of religion and faith?  How do you anticipate engaging your own religious or 
secular beliefs with others on campus and/or in the classroom?  

 

1 http://www.pluralism.org/pluralism/what_is_pluralism  

 


