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A new life in 

Japan 
Kasia Tomaszynska ‘15 embarked 

on her new adventure in Japan 

right after her graduation. 
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International Professors 
at IWU 

Living and working in Japan has been a 

life-long dream of mine and I could not be 

happier finally accomplishing my dream 

after graduation! Working as an assistant 

language teacher in the JET Programme has 

been a rewarding, fun, and new experience. 

Working with students and my colleagues has 

not only been a great opportunity, but has 

also brought challenges for which IWU has 

prepared me. I can say for sure that the inner 

anthropologist has kicked in.... Thank you, 

Professor Chuck Springwood! 

~ Kasia Tomaszynska 

Illinois Wesleyan University has been hosting Professors Xian Xiao and Professor 

Shengliang Yang since the beginning of this school year. They are undertaking 

research at IWU, and also enjoying the hospitality of their U.S. friends and 

colleagues. 

Professors Xian Xiao and Shengliang Yang arrived in Bloomington in August to pursue their research. 

Professor Xiao will be at IWU through August 2016 working on  the  topic  of  China’s  recent  economic 

development, with a concentration on national safety, with the help of IWU Professor Tom Lutze; 

Professor Yang, who joined IWU only for the fall semester, collaborated with Professor Tian-Xiao He 

on Math theories. 

In an interview with International Office s tu d en t  assistant Melody Zhao ’18, Professor Xiao 

remarked, “People here [at IWU] are very hard working and warm hearted.  I’m very comfortable being 

here.”  She also commented on the differences between American liberal arts universities and public 

universities in China: “Liberal arts universities have a good system where students can fully pursuit their 

passion.”  On the same topic, Professor Yang commented, “The close relationship between students 

and professors [at IWU} is something that really opened my eyes.” In addition, he told Zhang that 

Bloomington-Normal is very tranquil compared with the cities he grew up in. 

Professor Xiao Xian is staying at IWU with her 9-year-old son Chenduo (who goes by Fred).  The 

two travelled to Grand Canyon and California over Winter Break. Fred is now attending school in 

District 87 and enjoying classes. He is also taking piano and swimming instruction here at IWU. Fred’s 

father, who is currently at home in China, is waiting for his family’s return at the end of this semester. Photo Credit: Kasia Tomaszynska 
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We welcome back all students who studied abroad this fall and send best wishes to 

those currently abroad! 

Below are updates from study abroad alumna Mi Pham, who spent the fall at King’s 

College London, and Duc Nguyen, who is currently at Pembroke College, Oxford 

“When a man is tired of London, then he is 

tired of life," said Samuel Johnson.   I didn’t 

understand what this quotation meant until I 

spent three of the best months of my life living 

in the heart of London.   I had the chance to 

re-experience  how  it  felt  to  be  the  new  kid  

in school  again  at  King’s  College  London.   

Every single day in London was a new adventure 

to me, whether it was shopping on Oxford 

Street, having street  food  in  Camden,  passing  

by  Big Ben on my way to class, or just simply 

having afternoon tea with  my  mates  from  

school. London  was  more  than just a short 

study abroad trip for me, it was "home." 

~ Mi Pham‘17 

Duc Nguyen, Stacey Shimizu, Mi Pham, and Kerry Zhang  in London (left to right)  

It was the Christmas morning of 2013 

in London 

the Sun was not hiding. 

Determined, we rode from White Chapel 

straight to the heart, on blue public bikes. 

I would not 

if it was not the only available form of transportation. 

Two foreigners, 

scouting the streets of London 

from Buckingham Palace, 

where we admired the Queen’s Garden 

towards Big Ben 

standing proudly besides the Thames 

almost frozen. 

Westminster Abbey, round about to Trafalgar 

the burnt smell of fireworks 

lingered on London Bridge 

but that’s New Year’s story. 

Tired and cold 

we headed south. 

There it was, 

the silence magnificent. 

Buildings of Liverpool Street 

amid of tranquilent air, bright and shimmering 

lights without familiar shadows, 

as if I was Alice in the Modernland 

of loneliness. 

I looked at our reflections on the tall glasses 

while everyone else is sleeping Studying at Pembroke College has 

been such an amazing experience for me, 

and the highly challenging an demanding 

academic environment at Oxford has helped 

me grow in many different ways.  The 

teaching system at Oxford is different from 

the one in the U.S., which is more lecture-

based.  I feel that I am really lucky to have a 

chance to study in both U.S. and U.K. 

education systems, which have each given me 

valuable learning experiences.  At Pembroke, 

on a weekly basis, I receive two or three essay 

topics with a reading list of several books and 

academic journals before having discussions with 

the tutors and other students in tutorial. 

Because Pembroke College, like IWU, has a 

small and cozy campus, I have had the chance to 

meet and befriend many great students in the 

U.K., as well as other visiting students from 

prestigious universities in the U.S.  I would like 

to say big thanks to Illinois Wesleyan University 

for giving me a chance to get this great study 

abroad experience! 

~ Duc Nguyen ‘17 

by their fire. 

Here two foreigns 

still patiently on the ride 

though seeing the glorious view. 

I was inspired 

a self-accomplishment was generated 

a passion ignited. 

We made it back 

and I crashed 

to the warm, warm bed 

London lights 

fell heavily on the lids of my eyes. 
~  Nghi Nguyen ‘18 
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