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IWU Spain Program 
 

 

Prof. Joanne Diaz 

2017 Spain Director  

 

We are delighted to announce that Dr. 

Joanne Diaz, Associate Professor of 

English, will direct the 2017 IWU Spain 

Program in Barcelona.   

Dr. Diaz is a scholar of Renaissance 

literature and an award-winning poet.  

Her collection My Favorite Tyrants won 

the 2013 Brittingham Prize in Poetry, 

and her most recent book, The Little 

Magazine in Contemporary America (co-

edited with Ian Morris), was published 

by the University of Chicago Press in 

2015. 

A former study abroad student herself, 

Prof. Diaz has lived in Oxford, 

England, and Manila, Philippines.  She 

is also familiar with Barcelona, having  

completed an artist residency there in 

2010. 

In Barcelona, Prof. Diaz will teach 

“Writing in Spain,” an Arts general 

education course. 

  

 

The IWU Spain Program is designed to provide students with the 

chance to study abroad in the spring semester of the sophomore (or 

junior) year while earning credit toward four General Education 

requirements and/or credit towards a Spanish major or minor.  The 

Spain Program offers you a close connection to an IWU faculty 

member, who acts as the program director and to a cohort of IWU 

students while you pursue the General Education goals of 

independence, critical thinking, imagination, social awareness, and 

sensitivity to others.  Specifically, a semester abroad will prepare you 

for responsible citizenship and leadership in a global economy. 

 

Located in the Northeast corner of the Iberian peninsula, Barcelona 

has a distinctive geography—one colored by the mountains of the 

Collserola, the beaches and harbors of the Mediterranean, and the 

Llobregat and Besos rivers.  The second largest city in Spain and the 

sixth largest urban area in the European Union, Barcelona is a global 

city important in the arts, finance, media, trade, and entertainment.  It 

is also a cultural melting pot.  

Walking through the streets of 

the Eixample district, where our 

academic center is located, or 

along Las Ramblas or in Parc 

Guell, you will hear both 

Spanish and Catalan spoken.  

And through its position on the 

coast and close to the border 

with France, the city has long 

been a crossroad for people of 

different backgrounds. 

Barcelona is also an artistic treasure house.  Its cityscape is colored by 

the fantastic architecture of Antoni Gaudí, and it houses museums 

dedicated to Picasso and Miro, as well as the world-class The National 

Museum of Art of Catalonia and the Barcelona Museum of 

Contemporary Art.  

A most modern city with a youthful cultural scene, Barcelona is also 

the seat of the Catalan government, and the city’s many 

neighborhoods preserve the history and feel of what was once one of 

the most powerful nations in the world.  Though a major metropolitan 

center, the city is never overwhelming.  A thoroughly walkable city 

(though also one with an excellent public transportation system), its 

barrios or neighborhoods create a sense of intimacy; its large parks 

offer oases of calm and greenery; and its many plazas offer spaces for 

gathering and socializing.  And, of course, there is the nightlife, for 

which Spain is famous. 
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ACADEMIC PROGRAM  

The IWU Spain Program affords students a chance to study 

Spanish while also working to complete General Education 

requirements—all while experiencing life in one of 

Europe’s most vibrant cities.  Offered during the spring 

semester each year, the program allows 16-24 IWU students 

to study with an IWU professor and local faculty and to live 

with host families in Barcelona.  Students take one course 

with the IWU program director, Prof. Joanne Diaz.  In 2017, 

the director’s course, “Writing in Spain,” will explore 

Spanish art, literature, history, and culture while learning 

or refining their writing skills.  In addition, students take 

one language course at the appropriate level and two 

additional courses—either general education courses taught 

by Spanish faculty at Barcelona SAE, our program partner, 

or sophomore nursing courses taught by faculty at IWU. 

Courses meet Monday–Thursday, generally for two hours 

twice a week.  Some Fridays will also be used for out-of-

class field studies—daytrips or weekend excursions to sites 

associated with the students’ courses.  IWU Spain Program 

classes at the 200-level are pre-approved for General 

Education credit and may also satisfy requirements toward 

a major or minor with the permission of the department 

chair; courses at the 300-level can fulfill Spanish major 

and/or minor requirements.  All classes are designed to take 

advantage of the location's cultural resources, and the 

program features educational excursions outside Barcelona 

that vary each year but may include Madrid, Granada, or 

Zaragoza. 

Required Course 

TBA 

Possible Spanish Courses 

Intensive Spanish (100‐ or 200‐level) 

Introduction to Literature (OCSp 321) 

Spanish Culture and Civilization (OCSp 

324) Business Spanish (OCSp 250) 

Possible Gen Ed Courses 

Architecture & Urban Planning (OCS 220 Art) 

Management & Ethics in a Cross‐Cultural 

Environment (OCS 222 AV) 

International Marketing (OCS 223 CSI) 

Sports and Society in Spain (OCS 223 CSI) 

Spanish Culture and Civilization (OCS 224 CHC) 

Great 20th Century Artists: Picasso, Dalí and Miró 

(OCS 225 IT) 

Cross‐Cultural Psychology (OCS 226 LSI) 

Nursing Courses 

Pathophysiology and Pharmacology II (NURS 218) 

Nursing Fndns: Health Promotion and Risk 

Reduction (NURS 280) 

 

 

HOUSING 

Students live, either individually or in pairs, with Spanish 

families.  All homestays are in central Barcelona within easy 

commuting distance of the classrooms.  Two meals a day 

will be provided through the homestay, and students will 

be given a weekly lunch stipend. 

 

ELIGIBILITY 

Participation is open to IWU students of all schools and 

majors who are in good standing, have at least 4 units of 

credit toward graduation, and who have completed at least 

one semester of study on-campus.  Proficiency in Spanish is 

not required. 

COSTS 

IWU tuition, room, and board + a program fee of ~$5500.  

Included in these costs are 

• 4 IWU courses 

• Housing 

• Weekly food stipend 

• Roundtrip airfare from Chicago O’Hare 

• Metro pass for travel within the city for the 

duration of the program 

• Predeparture orientation at IWU 

• 3-day orientation in Barcelona 

• Transportation for all program excursions 

• Entrance fees and tickets for all required program 

events 

• Opening and closing banquets 

• Use of a cell phone 

• Assistance with the visa application 

 

APPLICATION & DEADLINE 

Students may apply to the program regardless of their 

major.  Applications are available in the International 

Office, and are due by April 15, 2016. 

For further information, please contact  

 

Stacey Shimizu  Prof. Joanne Diaz 

International Office   English House 

556-1096   556-3246 

abroad@iwu.edu  jdiaz@iwu.edu 
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