
 

IWU Keio Exchange 
 

KEIO UNIVERSITY 

Keio University is a comprehensive 

academic enterprise with five major 

campuses in Japan, along with a 

number of affiliated academic 

institutions on or near these campuses. 

Keio has a proud history as Japan's 

very first private institution of higher 

learning, which dates back to the 

formation of a school for Dutch 

studies in 1858 in Edo (now Tokyo) 

by founder Yukichi Fukuzawa. Since 

the school's inception, Keio has 

continued to pursue Yukichi 

Fukuzawa's spirit of jitsugaku, which 

holds that one should not just acquire 

information from book learning, but 

should learn from real-life experiences 

in order to apply viable solutions to 

actual problems.  

Keio’s main campuses are 

 Mita Campus: the main site of 

Keio University. 

 Hiyoshi Campus: a general-

education facility for all the 

undergraduate faculties 

 Yagami Campus: adjacent to the 

Hiyoshi Campus 

 Shinanomachi Campus: home to 

the Keio School of Medicine and 

Keio University Hospital 

 Shonan Fujisawa Campus (SFC)  

 Shiba-Kyoritsu Campus 

 

Keio University in Tokyo is both one of the oldest and one of the top-
ranked universities in Japan.   
 
A large research university, Keio has approximately 28,000 
undergraduates--of which about 425 are international students.  
Illinois Wesleyan is one of 16 US institutions with an exchange 
agreement with Keio University and we are unique in being able to 
send students for either a semester or a full year of study. 
 
In an exchange program, students at the participating institutions 
essentially exchange places, ideally on a one-on-one basis.  An IWU 
student participating in the Keio exchange program will pay IWU 
tuition yet study at Keio University; similarly, a participating Keio 
student pays Keio tuition for a year of study at IWU. 
 
IWU students may study at Keio for a semester or the full academic 
year, and the course of study is mainly Japanese language, though 
students with previous Japanese language study may to take 
international studies and Japanese studies courses taught in English 
by Keio University faculty. 

 

ACADEMIC PROGRAM  

IWU students can study at Keio 

University for a full academic year or 

for the spring semester (study at Keio 

only in the fall is not possible, as the 

semester overlaps the start of the 

spring semester at IWU).  While there, 

students can participate in either the 

Keio international Program or the 

Japanese Language Program.   

The Keio international Program is suitable for undergraduate students who 

wish to focus on studying in various academic fields in English. Fields 

include economics, business, politics, history, culture, area studies, and the 

global community. KIP students with advanced Japanese proficiency may 

also focus on undergraduate courses taught in Japanese, offered by the Keio 

University faculties that are open to exchange students. In addition, they may 

choose to take up to four (4) Japanese language courses. The main purpose of 

KIP is for students to attend a wide range of Japanese Studies and/or 

International Studies Courses taught in English, and/or attend regular 

undergraduate courses taught in Japanese, rather than emphasizing the study 

of Japanese language.  

The Japanese Language Program, offered by the Center for Japanese 

Studies, is for undergraduate and graduate students who would like to focus 

on Japanese language learning. The curriculum is designed to assist students 

in attaining the high level of Japanese proficiency required for research and 

other academic activities in specialized disciplines. 
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HOUSING 

Keio assists students in arranging accommodation in Japan.  

Students are provided with a room at one of the student 

dormitories subsidized by Keio University.  In some dormitories, 

weekday meals are included in the fee. 

Usually, students are required to pay rent through automatic 

debiting from their bank account each month, but sometimes the 

first and the last month's rent may be paid in cash at the counter of 

Office of Student Services. The rent charged to students varies 

from ¥55,500– ¥76,600 (The rent is subject to change). Students 

will also be charged ¥20,000 maintenance fee on their first 

month's rent. Deposits and key charge are not required.  

 

ELIGIBILITY 

 Declared major 

 3.0 cumulative GPA 

 Cannot be on academic or social probation 

 IWU account must not be in arrears 

 

COSTS 

IWU tuition + Keio room costs.  In addition, students need to 

budget for their meals, international airfare, local transportation, 

and personal expenses while in Japan. 

Taking utilities, food, clothes, transportation, books and 

miscellaneous expenses into consideration, monthly living costs 

will be approximately ¥130,000–¥170,000. 

 

APPLICATION & DEADLINE 

Students interested in applying to the Keio Exchange should make 

an appointment to speak with the Director of the International 

Office. 

Deadlines for the Keio Exchange are: 

Academic Year — March 1 

Spring — October 1 

 

For further information, please contact 

Stacey Shimizu 

International Office  

Phone: (309) 556-1096 

E-mail: abroad@iwu.edu 

 

 

KEIO EXCHANGE PROGRAM SUMMARY 

 

 

Participants:   Up to 2 IWU students per year 

Program Length:  Spring semester or academic 

year 

Academic Load:  15-16 semester hours (= 3.75-4  

IWU units) 

Academic Calendar  

Spring: late March to late July 

Academic Year: early September to late July 

Housing:  Keio dormitory 

Cost:   IWU tuition + Keio room.  

 

Included in these costs are: 

 Tuition for full course load 

 Housing for the semester 

 Predeparture and onsite orientations 

 

Not included: 

 Airfare to/from Tokyo 

 Meal costs 

 Local transportation 

 Personal expenses 

 

Application Schedule 

1. Set up an appointment with the Director of the 

International Office to discuss study abroad 

and the Keio Exchange Program 

2. Complete the IWU Study Abroad application 

by October 1 for spring study abroad or March 

1 for academic year study abroad. 

3. Complete the Keio application by October 1 

for spring study abroad or March 1 for 

academic year study abroad. 
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