
 

 

 
 
 
 
July 28, 2014 
 
Prefname LastName 
Addr line 1 
City, State Zip 
 
Dear Prefname, 
 
Greetings! I hope your summer is going well and that you are finding time to rest and recharge for another productive year 
at Illinois Wesleyan. We are expecting about 500 new students on campus August 19 for orientation. Faculty and staff are 
working together to arrange class schedules and housing for the newest members of the IWU community, in addition to 
preparing for your return and the first day of classes on August 25. 
 
As your third year begins, you may want to consider the following: 
• Internships:  It is time to start preparing for internships for your junior year and for Summer 2015.  If you wish to 

have an internship this fall, you will need to complete arrangements very early this fall.  There are two ways you can 
get “credit” for internships:  academic course credit and resume notation/non-credit.  Please explore your options so 
we can best meet your needs.  Hart Career Center can help with this. 

• Post-Baccalaureate Scholarships:  This is the year for you to begin giving serious thought to applying for Post-
Baccalaureate Scholarships such as the Rhodes, Marshall, Fulbright, and many others.  If you want to find out more 
about these opportunities, including deadlines, criteria, and faculty liaisons, please contact Associate Provost, Dr. 
Frank Boyd, fboyd@iwu.edu, 556-3752.    

• Study Abroad:  Although your time is beginning to run short for semester-long study abroad, there is still time to 
study abroad.  The International Office sponsors a Study Abroad Fair early in the fall semester, and it’s a great place 
to learn more about semester, yearlong, and summer programs.  In October, the May Term Office holds its annual 
Travel Fair, where you can learn about short-term programs available for next May.  At any time, you can explore the 
International Office website (www.iwu.edu/studyabroad/) to learn more about the world of study abroad.  Feel free to 
contact the International Office at abroad@iwu.edu or 309-556-1096 with any questions.  

• IWU Community Read:  The Madonnas of Echo Park by Brando Skyhorse is the summer reading for new students 
and the campus community.  Throughout the 2014-2015 academic year, themes from Madonnas could be addressed in 
your courses or in programming on campus.  In addition, the author will be on-campus on September 3 for the 
President’s Convocation, 11:00am.  This book is an outstanding representation of the liberal arts as it explores 
community, diversity, and social justice through race and class.    For more information, visit: 
http://www.iwu.edu/advising/reading/. 

 
When you return to campus, you will notice a few exciting things.  
Campus Diversity 

•  Please join me in welcoming over 70 international students and over 90 MALANA students to campus this fall in 
the new first year class, an all time high.  This increase in international and domestic diversity is part of our 
intentional effort to create global citizens.  We hope you will develop global friendships, be inclusive in your 
class work and student organization leadership, and learn how to live and lead in a global society.   

New programs and educational efforts: 
• The campus intellectual theme for this year will be Walls and Bridges.  There are several activities of note with 

this theme including:  a Human Rights Workshop (September 7), a series of events commemorating the fall of the 
Iron Curtain (October 5-8), and a new diversity series called 3D: Diversity, Dignity, and Dialogue (Thursday 
nights).  Look for more information this fall regarding these special events.  

• I hope you will join me in welcoming our new women’s lacrosse players to campus this Fall.   
• Thanks to a generous donor, a stress-free zone has been developed at Counseling and Consultation Services. 

Students can schedule 15-30 minute appointments to use the new massage chair and meditation and biofeedback 
system.  Call 556-3052 to set up an appointment! 

 



 

 

 
Campus grounds and facilities projects:   

• Shirk Center Addition:  Construction will be underway this fall on a two-story addition to the Shirk Center that 
will double the size of our fitness facilities, provide multipurpose rooms for fitness classes and team use, and add 
team locker room space. Thanks to the Shirk family and other supporters this $6.5 million project will be funded 
entirely with private funds. 

• North Quad:  Landscaping and other improvements are continuing this summer on the new quad behind State 
Farm Hall.  With these donor-supported improvements, you will see what was formerly the street in front of 
McGill become a tree-lined promenade with entry gates to this popular walkway. 

• Sculpture walk: This fall the Eckley Quadrangle will be the site of a two year traveling sculpture exhibit.  The 
six large sculptures making up the exhibit will attract attention and visitors to campus and be yet another example 
of the importance of the arts to Illinois Wesleyan. 

• Residence halls:  Thanks to support from the State of Illinois’ capital projects fund, we will complete the 
sprinkler and elevator replacement in Munsell and Ferguson this summer.  Magill will get a new roof. 

   
Technology updates:  A print management solution called PaperCut is being implemented to help reduce paper waste and 
improve the University’s sustainability efforts.  Wireless access is now available throughout the Shirk Center.  ITS is also 
working to improve wireless coverage in residence halls and academic areas.  The Cable TV system is gaining 8 High 
Definition channels.  Reprogram your TV’s when you return to campus to begin enjoying the higher quality picture.  The 
computer lab in Buck Memorial Library (on the 2nd floor) is being decommissioned as room 202 (the Windows computer 
classroom) is moved to State Farm Hall room 222.  A Moodle upgrade will allow for improved usability and 
performance.    
 
Policy changes:  We have added or revised several policies in the Student Code of Conduct.  In response to the White 
House Task Force report on Sexual Assault, we’ve revised our sexual assault policy to be in compliance with these federal 
expectations.  You will also see ongoing efforts to heighten awareness, educate, and encourage reporting of sexual assault 
in order to help shape the college culture regarding sexual assault.  I’m sure we all agree that sexual assault in 
unacceptable behavior on our campus and we must work together to ensure a safe environment for all students. 
 
Nuts and Bolts:  

• Vehicle Registration/Parking permit:  Please complete the form and stop by Security to pick up your decal. 
• Health Insurance:  In June, you received a reminder about the mandatory health insurance and the process for 

waiving the insurance.  Please make sure you either verify existing coverage no later than August 29 or be 
prepared to have the $1539 bill added to your IWU account. 

 
Two items for your calendar:  First, Titan Carnival, Saturday, August 23 will kick-off some fun “welcome week” 
programming.  And … before you forget it, ask your parents, brothers, sisters, and other family members to mark 
September 20-21 on their calendars and make plans to visit you at Illinois Wesleyan for Family Weekend. We are 
planning fun activities for everyone. For more details, visit http://www.iwu.edu/activities/FamilyWeekend.html. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Karla C. Carney-Hall, PhD 
Vice President of Student Affairs/Dean of Students 
 
 
PS:  This letter was sent based on your entry year to IWU, not by your credit hour class status (unless you were a transfer 
student).  If you are ahead in credits and would like to see the letter sent to seniors, you can find other cohort letters at 
www.iwu.edu/studentaffairs/ 
 
 


