
   

General Assembly Meeting 
Davidson Room 

Sunday, March 29th, 2015 
6:00 PM 

Executive Board Present: Jake Thaker, Ashley Spain, Brian Streu, Lane Bennett, Emani Johnson, 
Tyler Casebolt, Tina Brkovic, and Crystal Ocampo-Fernandez. 
 
Senators Present: Brianna Bacigalupo, Zoey Bouras, Lily Chang, Victoria Drake, Veena Hamill, 
Jenn Hart, Alex Stogin, Brock Taylor, Linda Zhang, Marissa Cozzi, Chris Taraszka, Cong Vu, Don 
Tomes, Cindy Basilio, Kyauna Bradley, Robert Perez, Jennifer Chlebek, Elizabeth Hassett, Gindy 
Nguyen, Jazmyne Kellogg, Matt Piotrowiak, Daniel Roadman, Inez "Kittyi" White, An Nguyen, 
Amy Linman, Gavin Schroeder, Cortney Sears, Breck Seitz, Laurel Jiang, Josie Linman, and 
Alyssa Shannon.   

 
Senators Absents: Kerry Zhang and Kristen Grisamore 
 
1. Call to Order 

a. President Thaker called the meeting to order at 6:06 PM  
2. Roll Call 
3. Additions or Corrections to the Agenda 

a. The University Events Commissioner’s report will be stricken from the agenda. 
4. Reading and Approval of the Minutes: March 22nd,  2015 

a. President Thaker asked if there were any additions or corrections to the minutes. Seeing none 
President Thaker entertained a motion to approve the minutes as read. Senator Sears motioned and 
Senator Grissamore seconded. President Thaker called for a voice vote, motion carried.  

5. Speaker: President Richard Wilson 
a. President Wilson came to speak to the Senate. President Wilson first discussed the budget and 

enrollment that started 2 years ago. This process was started because high school graduation rates 
are dropping, and IWU graduated its largest class in history with over 600 students. The 
University felt that we needed to make adjustments to the students being brought in and the types 
of programs on campus. One area that was adjusted was the number of international students we 
will be bringing to campus, we will be looking to increase that number. We have also brought in 
new programs to campus such as Men’s and Women’s lacrosse, made changes to the School of 
Music, and we are looking into bringing an Entrepreneurship Program to campus. I do want to 
make it clear that we didn’t terminate any faculty in this process. We did however, take reductions 
in certain departments because of retirements and lack of interest. We will reshuffle faculty to 
rebalance departments. This realignment was instituted over the past two years and will be 
completed after this year. The Pantagraph has an article about significant reductions in education 
funding form the state in public schools, partly due to the reduction in enrollment. We are trying to 
anticipate what will happen, and I believe we are doing the right things. IWU received 200 more 
applicants than last year and our retention rate is still very high at 97%, which leads me to believe 
that we are doing the right things. The University’s endowment is continuing to grow. This 
endowment provides funds for financial aid. The endowment fell $40,000,000 during the 
beginning of the recession, but it has bounced back to its prior levels. Many other universities are 
increasing their tuition at faster rates than ourselves. Our tuition increases have held between 3.5-
4%. Compared to other universities in the area that are comparable to IWU we are consistently 3rd 
form the bottom of the list in terms of tuition price and tuition increases. We did move up to 4th 
from the bottom in increases this year. It is important that we increased tuition this year in order to 
provide the faculty with a raise. They have not had a pay increase over the past two years. We 
can’t continue to not give them raises because the professors need to be rewarded for all of their 
hard work for this University. It actually turns out that a 1% increase in tuition leads to a 1% 
increase in faculty pay. There are also some capital projects going on around campus. The north 
quad is done minus the sculpture that will be put in place. The fountain will be started once the 
weather gets better. It will hopefully be completed by commencement. The Shirk renovations are 
going well. The goal is for Shirk to be completed during the fall of this coming school year. The 



   

whole second floor of the addition will be dedicated to fitness, and the lower level will be used for 
locker rooms and storage. The school of music is helping out with an Alumni fundraiser. Alumni 
can donate $1,000 in order to name one of the chairs in Westbrook Auditorium. The money will be 
used to renovate the area. There are also currently a few searches out for some staff members 
around campus. There is currently a search committee out looking for a new Athletic Director. 
Also, the Presidential Search Committee is still looking for qualified candidates. I have to say that 
the decision for me to leave was not easy. Being the President for IWU over the past 11 years has 
been an unbelievably satisfying job. We had just recently finished up a major fundraising and 
strategic planning initiatives, so it just seemed like the time was right to leave. I want to leave 
while everyone still wants me to be President. My wife and I have had six grandchildren born 
since coming to Wesleyan, and we would like to spend more time with them. Where we go after 
this is uncertain. The only thing we know for sure is that we have to move out of the President’s 
House. I do know that I want to stay involved in higher education at the federal or state level. Here 
at IWU we talk a lot about pursing your passions, and I think there is no better example than my 
journey at this University. Helping students was one of the best experiences I have ever had, and I 
thank you for giving me that opportunity.  

6. Dean’s Report 
a. On Tuesday, April 7th at 7:30 PM the Senior Dinner will take place in the Young Main Lounge. 

There will be a program at the end of the dinner on the quad for everyone to participate in. This 
program is a chance for students to here from seniors and for everyone to send off the seniors. 

b. All in for Wesleyan will be Wednesday, April 8th at 10:00 PM at Hansen. This year we decided to 
make it 10:00 PM instead of midnight because people didn’t like the event being so late last year. 
All in will be a black light event with fire dancers. There will be free t-shirts and pizza available to 
students. The event will not last very long, only until about 10:45 PM or 11:00 PM. We want a big, 
fun kickoff for events on Thursday. We need Senators to get it marketed to everyone on the day of, 
especially on social media. We also need Senators to hand out pizza and shirts that night. We are 
hoping to surpass the number of 500 people from last year. On Thursday, the Wesleyan Fund will 
be doing fundraising all day. Students will not be asked for money. All in is somewhat of a spirit 
day on campus. There will be giant board games in the Memorial Center, on the quad, and in Shirk 
on Thursday. There will also be a rap up event that night. 

7. Constituent Concerns and Ideas 
a. A student in attendance said they would like to see sweet corn put into the Cactus Café in the 

Dugout. 
b. Senator Drake would like to see spinach put into the SouperSalad section. 
c. Senator Teraszka would like to see spinach put into the SubConnection area. 
d. Senator Grissamore raised a concern about how she can’t find certain books she needs in the 

library. 
8. Executive Officer Reports: 

a. Vice President Spain met with Colin to plan the RSO fair and the SWAG summit. Vice President 
Spain plans to change the location of the RSO fair to the north quad. Vice President Spain also met 
with commissioners to discuss their spring events. She has also been in contact with Meg Miner 
and Physical Plant about the Mulitcultural House.  

b. Treasurer 
i. Current Balance: $179,301.33 

ii. Rollover: $72,498.68 
iii. FAB Consent Agenda 

1. $600.00 to Park Place Economists for Publication 
2. $452.00 to American Chemical Society for Conferences 
3. $550.00 to Alpha Phi Omega for Conferences 

a. President Thaker asked if there were any objections to voting on the FAB 
Consent Agenda as a slate. Seeing none, President Thaker entertained a motion 
to approve the FAB Consent Agenda. Senator Piotrowiak motioned and Senator 
Schroeder seconded. President Thaker called for a clicker vote, motion carried. 

c. Chief of Staff 
i. Chief of Staff Lane Bennett discussed the Professor of the Year and Staff Member of the Year 

Awards. Chief of Staff Bennett also discussed how there is a need to have another meeting to 



   

discuss the budget and changes to the precedent. Dean Karla suggested to have the meeting at 
8:45 PM on Wednesday in Hansen 200 before All in for Wesleyan. There was no objection so 
the meeting was set.  

d. Media Commissioner 
i. Media Commissioner Tina Brkovic discussed the upcoming movies for the end of the 

semester and how she was working with graphic designers to finish up the student planners 
for next year. 

e. University Events Commissioner 
i. Stricken from agenda 

f. Civic	  Engagement	  Commissioner 
i. Civic	  Engagement	  Commissioner	  Cyrstal	  Ocampo	  talked	  about	  the	  event	  What	  Matters	  

would	  be	  in	  Hansen	  this	  Thursday	  at	  8:00	  PM.	  She	  also	  reminded	  Senators	  to	  nominate	  
people	  for	  civic	  engagement	  awards	  to	  be	  handed	  out	  at	  the	  Civic	  Engagement	  Banquet. 

9. New	  Business 
a. Alumni	  Association	  Meet	  and	  Greet 

i. There	  will	  be	  an	  Alumni	  Association	  Meet	  and	  Greet	  on	  Friday,	  April	  10th	  from	  4:00PM	  –	  
5:30	  PM	  in	  the	  Ames	  Art	  Building.	  This	  event	  is	  to	  be	  held	  for	  only	  members	  of	  Student	  
Senate.	  There	  will	  be	  free	  Jimmy	  John’s	  for	  all	  of	  those	  who	  attend.	  This	  event	  is	  to	  see	  if	  
there	  is	  student	  interest	  in	  meeting	  with	  IWU	  Alums. 

ii. Dean Karla said that the Alumni Board of Directors is interested in how Alums can connect 
with students, and that they are always looking for more opportunities to meet with students. 

iii. Senator Sears said that she liked the IWU Women’s Council. She also said that timing is 
really the issue. There can’t really be any events at the end of the semester, so the prime time 
would be in February and early March. 

iv. Senator Taraszka would like to see students paired with an Alum pen pal/mentor. 
v. Senator Grissamore said to do an event twice a year, once in the early/middle of September 

and one in February/early March. 
vi. Senator Sears suggested to have people sign up for Alumni events with a targeted purpose, 

like the IWU Women’s Council. 
vii. President Emeritus Austin Aldag said that one of the biggest issues is that we have to pander 

to the Alumni’s schedules. 
viii. Senator Drake stated that is would be more beneficial to have an Alum in your field to reach 

out to you as a freshmen. 
ix. A student in attendance said to have a survey with a ranking system of your priorities to 

match up with Alums who have similar interests as you, it would help with timing to make 
students more interested. 

x. Senator Grissamore said that a plan like this has two benefits: it is a low commitment with 
still a large connection, and it would help keep Alumni interested. 

10. Announcements 
a. Senator Seitz said that FAB is going to start looking at the precedent and let FAB know if you 

have any problems with the current precedent. The precedent will be presented with the budget. 
b. Senator Taraszka gave information about the Relay for Life event and said that Saturday is a 

sustainability and health and wellness expo. 
c. University Events Commissioner Tyler Casebolt spoke about his meeting with the First Year 

Advising committee. In the meeting they went over the First Year advising structure. 
Commissioner Casebolt also discussed what venue he was looking into for a May Term event. 

d. Treasurer Brian Streu said that IFC will be selling President Wilson T-Shirts that are $13. All of 
the proceeds will go to a charity of President Wilson’s choice. Also, FAB will need for three 
people to be appointed for during May Term so if you are interested please see him after the 
meeting. 

11. Adjournment 



   

a. President	  Thaker	  entertained	  a	  motion	  to	  adjourn.	  Senator	  Seitz	  motioned	  and	  Senator	  
Taylor	  seconded.	  President	  Thaker	  called	  for	  a	  voice	  vote,	  motion	  carried.	  The	  meeting	  was	  
adjourned	  at	  7:23	  PM. 


