
   

General Assembly Meeting 
Davidson Room 

Sunday, January 18th, 2015 
6:00 PM 

 
Executive Board Present: Jake Thaker, Ashley Spain, Duc Nguyen, Lane Bennett, Tina Brkovic, 
Tyler Casebolt, Emani Johnson, and Crystal Ocampo-Fernandez. 
 
Senators Present: Brianna Bacigalupo, Zoey Bouras, Lily Chang, Victoria Drake, Veena Hamill, 
Alex Stogin, Brock Taylor, Linda Zhang, Marissa Cozzi, Chris Taraszka, Kerry Zhang, Brian Streu, 
Cong Vu, Don Tomes, Cindy Basilio, Kyauna Bradley, Elizabeth Hassett, Gindy Nguyen, 
Jazmyne Kellogg, Matt Piotrowiak, Daniel Roadman, Amy Linman, Gavin Schroeder, Cortney 
Sears, Breck Seitz, Kristen Grisamore, and Laurel Jiang.  
 
Senators Absent: Jenn Hart, Jenifer Chlebek, Madeline Cox, and Inez White. 
  
1. Call to Order 

a. President Thaker called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 
2. Roll Call 
3. Additions or Corrections to the Agenda 

a. The date for the previous meetings minutes is December 7th not December 9th 
4. Reading and Approval of the Minutes: December 7th, 2014 

a. Senator Sears motioned to approve the minutes. 
b. Senator Hamill seconded. 
c. President Thaker took a voice vote, motion carried. 

5. Speaker: Deborah Halperin – Give a Day Campaign 
a. MLK Teach in Monday January 19th from 1PM-4PM. 

i. The theme for the event is voting rights. 
ii. Panels will be held at 1PM, 2PM, 3PM, and a debate between the IWU 

College Democrats and IWU College Republicans will ensue at 4PM.  
b. Todd Zellick fellowship in social euntrepreneurship. 

i. Student projects will be presented on Thursday, February 5th.  
1. Launch idea for a sustainable business that does good for the community. 

c. Give a day campaign 
i. Started keeping track of how many hours Illinois Wesleyan students were 

volunteering out in the community - 37,491 hours in 2014.  
1. You can count internships, philanthropy, classes, RSO participation, etc. 

ii. Deborah passed out the forms to fill out for the Give a Day Campaign. 
iii. ARC’s goal for 2015 is 41,528 hours. 

1. Equivalent to $1,000,000 worth of work for the community according to  
2. Will help IWU end up on president’s national honor roll, receive grants, 

and help IWU students earn internships and jobs. 
3. If a student performed 24 hours of community service last year, this 

school year in the give a day circle (civic engagement banquet April 14th) 
they will receive recognition, and seniors will receive graduation cords. 

a. The year resets on academic year. 
4. The amount of participation is lower this year than last year, ARC and 

Senate really need to emphasize that people fill out the form to record 
service hours. 

iv. You can go to iwu.edu/action and go to the bottom of the webpage in order to 
access the form. 



   

v. Talk to Deborah about connections you have with organizations that need 
more volunteers. You can indicate this on the form. 

6. Dean’s Report 
a. We will be having MLK Day activities in Hansen as Deborah mentioned above. 

i. MLK Day is not a day off so that we can focus on teaching and continuing 
education instead of there being another three-day weekend. 

b. We will be continuing the 3D series, look for the posters around campus for 
details. 

c. There will be a Super Bowl party on February 1st in Hansen starting at 5PM. It is 
hosted by RHA, and Sodexo will be supplying sub sandwiches and Chili. 

d. Please take the time to complete campus sexual assault survey from Karla that 
will be sent out early in February. You can print out the last page of the survey 
and put it in the drop-box near the Dugout or the Commons in February to be 
entered for a chance to win one of four Kindle Fires. 

e. President Wilson will be retiring. Senators, please make sure to stay involved 
with the selection process. There will be two student representatives on the 
presidential selection committee, President Jake Thaker & Yolanda Juarez. 
Please pay attention for when finalists are on campus, so that you can meet 
them. Senate will make sure that the new President is as in touch with students 
as what President Wilson has been. 

f. There is also a search to replace the head of Fraternity and Sorority Life, Blake 
Bradley. Candice Johnson is serving as the interim director. There will be a 
national search for a new director, and that committee will be formed by the end 
of the month. 

g. Sodexo has a new menu upstairs in the Commons. Please give feedback directly 
to Sodexo, and let Vice President Spain know if there is anything in particular 
that you want the dining committee to discuss. 

7. Constituent Concerns and Ideas 
a. Senator Seitz says that a student came to him about jury duty. The student 

wanted to know if there is a university policy about making up classwork if the 
professor won’t allow the student to miss class. 

1. Dean Karla Carney-Hall said she was not sure about a particular policy 
about jury duty, but that the student can defer from jury duty because of 
classes. 

2. Media Commissioner Brkovic said the student should go to the registrar 
to ask them to contact the court. 

3. Senator Seitz said that the court will not defer. 
4. Dean Karla Carney-Hall said she would look into it. 

b. Senator Sears said to give any feedback about the Commons new menu to the 
Sodexo staff. 

c. Senator Schroeder asked to have the Senate meeting dates put on the My IWU 
calendar. 

8. Executive Officer Reports: 
a. Vice President Spain introduced herself as the new Vice President. She says that 

she is having a lot of meetings currently and that specifics are on the back of the 
agenda. Vice President Spain wants to hear any ideas that students and 
senators have to offer and that they can see her during her office hours Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 3PM-5PM. 

b. Treasurer 
i. Treasurer Nguyen stated the current balance is $249,400.95 including 

$72,498.68 of rollover. 



   

ii. Colin said to report in the next meeting about what RSOs have spent. 
c. Chief of Staff 

i. Chief of Staff Bennett introduced himself as the new Chief of Staff. Chief of 
Staff Bennett welcomed the newly elected senators to the General Assembly. 
He then stated that a qualtrics survey will be sent out to senators in order to 
determine committee placements. 

d. Media Commissioner Brkovic discussed how the Media Commissioner and the 
Public Relations Commissioner are now one position, and how the Media & 
Technology Committee and Public Relations Committee are also now one 
committee. She is creating a planner for next semester with the designers. The 
Hunger Games Mockingjay Part 1 will be shown in Hansen on Saturday January 
31st at 6PM and 9PM. 

e. Inclusion and Awareness Commissioner Johnson talked about the Senate Meet, 
Greet, and Eat. The event will be a way for students to be able to meet senators 
and the Executive Board. It will be held February 11th in Hansen from 6PM-8PM. 

f. University Events Commissioner Casebolt also discussed the Meet, Greet, and 
Eat. The event will help increase transparency in Senate, and it will also be an 
ice cream social. As many senators as possible need to show up to the event. 

g. Civic Engagement Commissioner Ocampo shared that she works for Deborah 
Halperin, and that the Give a Day Campaign is a big deal for the IWU community. 
She also brought up her idea to combine the Civic Engagement Banquet with the 
Do Good Speaker for the semester. Civic Engagement Commissioner Ocampo 
also has many ideas for service projects inside and outside of campus, so if you 
need ideas or have ideas you would like to share with her please stop by her 
office hours. (Available online.) 

h. President Thaker discussed the Presidential Search Committee. There will be 
two student representatives, himself and sophomore Yolanda Juarez. He also 
brought up the Senate Meet, Greet, and Eat and how he is really excited for the 
event & to talk with IWU students. President Thaker also stressed that his office 
is almost always open for people to come in to talk about problems around 
campus and ideas that students have. 
i. Media Commissioner Brkovic gave out the Senate award to Senator Cindy 
Basilio. 

9. New Business 
a. Financial Advisory Board Elections 

i. Treasurer Nguyen said that there are three members remaining on FAB and 
that three more members need to be elected. Each member of FAB receives 
a $75 payment each semester for his or her time. He continued to explain 
that FAB allocates money to RSOs. 

ii. President Thaker explained that a senator needs to be nominated, and must 
accept the nomination. A senator may nominate his or herself. 

iii. Nominations: 
1. Senator Stogin nominated senator Taylor who accepts his nomination. 
2. Senator Nguyen nominates herself. 
3. Senator Tomes nominates himself. 
4. Senator Seitz nominates Senator Streu who accepts his nomination. 
5. Senator Seitz nominates Senator Hart who is not present, but spoke with 

Senator Seitz and the Executive Board before the meeting. 



   

iv. The candidates came up and gave a short speech about why they should be 
elected to FAB. 

v. President Thaker entertained a motion to move into executive session. 
Senator Sears motioned and Senator Seitz seconded. President Thaker 
called for a voice vote, motion passes. 

vi. Leave closed session. 
b. Committee Assignments 

i. President Thaker reiterated that a qualtrics will be sent out this week, and 
that senators need to rank their committee preferences. 

10. Announcements 
a. Senator Sears brought up the Battle of the Chefs. This event will be held on 

February 26th. There will be two teams of students in an Iron Chef type battle. 
There will be a panel of judges to taste the dishes and Sodexo wants Senate 
representatives on the panel. 

b. Colin reminded students about upcoming events: SCDC, Magician, the Hunger 
Games movie, the Superbowl, and the MLK Day events. 

c. Senator Piotrowiak said there is a play next weekend and that the profits will go 
to different charities around Bloomington. 

d. University Events Commissioner Casebolt said that Sweat will be held this 
Tuesday. This event is Zumba Dancing in Hansen. 
i. Sweat this Tuesday 

e. Civic Engagement Commissioner Ocampo brought up Barrio Fiesta which will be 
held by SALSA on February 20th at 6PM. 

11. Adjournment 
a. Senator Piotrowiak motioned to adjourn and Senator Stogin seconded. President 

Thaker took a voice vote, motion passes. 
b. Adjourned 7:06 PM 


