
   

General Assembly Meeting 
Davidson Room 

Sunday, February 22nd, 2015 
6:00 PM 

Executive Board Present: Jake Thaker, Ashley Spain, Duc Nguyen, Lane Bennett, Emani 
Johnson, and Crystal Ocampo-Fernandez. 
 
Senators Present: Jenn Hart, Zoey Bouras, Lily Chang, Victoria Drake, Alex Stogin, Brock Taylor, 
Linda Zhang, Marissa Cozzi, Chris Taraszka, Brian Streu, Cong Vu, Don Tomes, Kyauna Bradley, 
Elizabeth Hassett, Gindy Nguyen, Jenifer Chlebek, Jazmyne Kellogg, Inez White (sub Chaunta 
Love), Matt Piotrowiak, Daniel Roadman, Amy Linman, Gavin Schroeder, Cortney Sears, Breck 
Seitz, Kristen Grisamore, and Laurel Jiang.  
 
Senators Absent: Veena Hamill, Brianna Bacigalupo, Kerry Zhang, and Cindy Basilio. 

 
1. Call to Order 

a. President Thaker called the meeting to order at 6:05 PM. 
2. Roll Call 
3. Additions or Corrections to the Agenda 

a. The minutes from the Special General Assembly meeting on February 1st, 2015 will not be voted 
on this meeting. 

4. Reading and Approval of the Minutes: February 8th,  2015 
a. President Thaker entertained a motion to approve the minutes from the February 8th, 2015 General 

Assembly meeting. Senator Chang motioned and Senator Sears seconded. President Thaker called 
for a voice vote, motion carried. 

5. Speaker: Lynda Duke 
a. Professor Lynda Duke is part of the May Term Advisory Committee. May Term is 19 years old, 

and when it was initially created, it was expected that 30% of students would participate. In the 
year 2009 there was a 67% participation rate, the highest on record. In 2014 participation went 
down by 40%. In 2011 a fee to participate in May Term was instituted, and as a result participation 
went down. In 2012 Illinois Wesleyan stopped giving loans for May Term travel courses. 

b. Senator Chang asked why there was a fee implemented to participate in May Term. 
i. Professor Duke responded that with the economic crisis in 2008 everything was becoming 

more expensive, and in order for the University to continue doing May Term we had to start 
charging for it. 

c. Senator Bouras asked if the drop in enrollment for May Term was a concern. 
i. Professor Duke responded that the drop is a concern, and that this year it is expected that there 

will be 30% participation rate. Now the question is what do we want May Term to be. 
d. Professor Duke continued with discussion on the number of courses offered. The number of 

campus courses has decreased over time due to lack of interest. 
e. Senator An Nguyen asked if less courses were being offered because the amount of students 

participating is decreasing. 
i. Professor Duke responded that professors have the option to teach May Term. They have to 

contractually teach six classes a year, so they can save one class for May Term if they choose 
to do so. The core curriculum in some programs has more of a demand during May Term than 
during the normal year. 

f. Professor Duke said that wait lists are the only way to track what students want and what classes 
they want to take during May Term. Travel courses are being offered at lower rates because of a 
lack of interest. There are fewer students on each travel course, and some travel courses have been 
cut because of it. There is an increase in the number of tenured faculty teaching May Term 
courses. 

g. Senator Seitz asked about why the year 2004 was so successful for May Term. 
i. Professor Duke responded that there were a lot of groups on campus that traveled together 

that year. 



   

h. Professor Duke continued by saying that most students said they completed a may term course for 
a general education requirement. 

i. Senator Chang asked how important the University views may term. 
i. Professor Duke responded that the answer to that question is what the May Term Committee 
is trying to find out. 

j. Professor Duke continued by saying that general education courses have been fairly consistent 
over time with May Term. Also, most students don’t participate in May Term travel courses 
because they are too expensive. 

k. Senator Bouras asked if there was a way to cut down on the price of may term travel courses. 
i. Professor Duke said that professors are constantly working to find cheaper rates. 

l. Professor Duke said that 77% of students are not aware of may term themes. 
m. Senator Tomes asked about the themes for May Term because he was unaware they existed. 

i. Professor Duke responded that the May Term theme is linked to the year long theme of the 
campus. This year is Walls and Bridges. 

n. Senator Bouras asked how students feel about year long theme. 
i. Professor Duke said that the Committee doesn’t know, but they would like to compare how 

people feel about the year long theme compared to the May Term theme. 
o. Professor Duke continued that a large majority of students, 93% of those surveyed, want to see 

May Term continued. May Term, on the other hand, is losing money. May Term also has a huge 
focus on experimental courses. 

p. Senator White’s substitute Love asked if students knew the travel courses’ costs before registration 
time if that would help out students. 
i. Professor Duke responded that August is usually the earliest you could get costs. 

q. Senator Roadman pointed out that course evaluations would be a great addition to May Term 
courses. 

r. Senator Piotrowiak says that he would like more major/minor courses offered, and that general 
education courses fill up too quickly. 

s. Senator Grissamore reiterated having more major/minor requirements would be a good addition. 
t. Senator Taraszka would like to know more ahead of time of costs for travel courses so students 

have more time to save up to cover the costs. 
u. Senator Seitz asked why loans for travel courses were slashed in 2012. 

i. Professor Duke responded that there was a limited amount of financial aid from the school 
available and couldn’t cover the loans anymore. 

v. Senator Schroder asked if there was less interest because of the lesser number of courses offered. 
i. Professor Duke said yes, and that we need to find the correct balance of courses. 

w. Senator Amy Linman said that the most important thing was having general education courses that 
were harder to get such as art credits and science labs. 

6. Dean’s Report 
a. Dean Karla Carney-Hall said that there will be an external review of Arnold Health Services 

happening this week. There is also the IWU Alumni Women’s Summit at the end of this week, and 
that midnight tonight is the last chance to register. Dicktations will also be happening on 
Wednesday this week, and will be a set of monologues to bring up issues of masculinity. All in for 
Wesleyan will be coming up in the near future. This is a campus spirit day that is a surprise 
activity, and as we get closer to the date Dean Karla will ask Senate for more help. 

7. Constituent Concerns and Ideas 
a. Senator Sears said that students would like for Arnold Health Services to be open on the weekend 

for a few hours. She also stated that if students have an issue with Sodexo to please speak to them 
directly. 

b. Senator Bouras said that Sodexo employees were discussing a rat problem in the kitchen in front 
of students. 

c. Senator Hasset would like a microwave in Ames. 
d. Senator Taraszka said there needs to be more student parking by Blackstock, Kemp, and Pfeiffer 

Halls. 
e. Senator Cozzi pointed out that the agenda needs to be sent out on time according to the 

Constitution. 



   

f. Senator Piotrowiak would like a class schedule for the State Farm computer lab put up so students 
know when they cannot go in to print. 

g. Senator Grissamore said in state farm there isn’t consistently someone at the desk to refill paper. 
h. Senator Amy Linman said that at night the computers in the State Farm computer lab will reboot 

30 minutes before the building closes. 
i. A student said that the consent is mandatory signs have been ripped down and stomped on in the 

dugout and in the breezeway and on the doors to buildings. 
j. Senator Grissamore stated that the State Farm printer is almost always broken. 

8. Confirmation of New Senators 
a. There was one student that applied for a sophomore Senate seat, Robert Perez. Robert gave a brief 

statement about why he would like to be on Senate. 
b. Because this is a personnel issue, we needed to move into closed session. President Thaker 

entertained a motion to move into closed session. 
i. Senator Sears motioned and Senator Piotrowiak seconded. President Thaker called for a voice 

vote, motion carried. All non-senators left the room. 
ii. The General Assembly moved out of closed session. 

c. Robert was confirmed by the Senate General Assembly. 
9. Executive Officer Reports: 

a. Treasurer 
i. Current Balance: $228,926.38 

ii. FAB Approvals 
1. $200.00 to Collegiate DECA for Conference 
2. $200.00 to Philosophy Club for Entertainment 
3. $298.70 to CEO for Conference 

iii. FAB Consent Agenda 
1. $1,153.55 to Ultimate Frisbee for Tournament 
2. $844.51 to IWU Anthropology Club for Conference 
3. $325.00 to Student Nurses Association (SNA) for Conference 
4. $835.44 to Women’s Club Volleyball for Tournament 

a. President Thaker asked if there were any objections to voting 
on the FAB Consent Agenda as a slate. Seeing none, President 
Thaker entertained a motion to approve the FAB Consent 
Agenda. 

i. Senator Chang motioned, Senator Taraszka seconded. 
ii. President Thaker called for a clicker vote, motion 

carried. 
iv. FAB Recommendations 

1. $700.00 to Tinikling Dance Group for Capital Development 
o President Thaker entertained a motion to allocate $700 to Tinikling Dance 

Group. 
§ Senator Sears motioned and Senator Piotrowiak seconded. President 

Thaker called for a clicker vote, motion carried. 
v. FAB Recommendations with Penalties for Retroactive Reimbursement 

1. $2,850.00 to Asian Pacific Student Association for Cultural Food 
a. President Thaker entertained a motion to allocate $2,850 to 

Asian Pacific Student Association and to freeze the clubs 
assets for the remainder of the semester for Retroactive 
Reimbursement. 

i. Senator Sears motioned and Senator Grissamore 
seconded. 

ii. Senator Chlebek asked what their reasoning for the 
punishment is. 



   

1. Senator Seitz responded that they spent 
money and then asked for reimbursement 
from FAB instead of petitioning for the 
funds first. 

b. Senator Cozzi asked if the punishment would be affecting 
anything since the club doesn’t have any other events this 
semester. 

i. Senator Seitz said that question is a constant debate 
on FAB, but FAB needs to stay consistent on their 
rulings. 

c. Senator An Nguyen asked what would happen if we didn’t 
give them the money. 

i. Senator Seitz responded that they wouldn’t have a 
way to pay for the event. 

d. Senator Chlebek said that we should give them the money 
with the punishment. 

e. President Thaker called for a clicker vote, motion carried. 
10. Unfinished	  Business 
11. New	  Business 

a. Executive	  Board	  budget	  cuts 
i. The	  Executive	  Board	  is	  proposing	  cuts	  because	  we	  started	  budgeting	  money	  for	  the	  rest	  

of	  the	  semester	  and	  realized	  that	  we	  are	  in	  the	  hole	  $20,000.	  We	  have	  $52,000	  in	  
rollover,	  and	  we	  need	  to	  cut	  budgets	  in	  order	  to	  not	  dip	  into	  roll	  over	  as	  much. 

ii. Senator	  Bouras	  asked	  what	  insurance	  under	  the	  University	  Events	  Commissioner	  was. 
1. Dean	  Karla	  responded	  that	  it	  was	  for	  event	  insurance. 

iii. Senator	  Taraszka	  asked	  what	  SWANK	  was. 
1. President	  Thaker	  responded	  that	  we	  are	  stuck	  with	  the	  contract	  until	  the	  end	  of	  the	  

semester. 
iv. Senator	  Bouras	  asked	  about	  the	  scholarship. 

1. President	  Thaker	  responded	  that	  we	  cut	  them	  last	  semester. 
v. Senator	  Taraszka	  asked	  if	  the	  cuts	  were	  for	  programming	  this	  semester. 

1. President	  Thaker	  responded	  that	  we	  are	  not	  programming	  this	  semester 
vi. Senator	  Sears	  asked	  why	  we	  are	  cutting	  programming	  funding	  in	  May	  Term. 

1. President	  Thaker	  responded	  that	  the	  event	  University	  Events	  Commissioner	  
Casebolt	  wants	  to	  do	  is	  less	  expensive	  than	  what	  was	  budgeted. 

vii. Senator	  Taraszka	  wanted	  to	  keep	  funding	  for	  may	  term	  for	  Pfugu	  fest. 
viii. Senator	  Bradley	  asked	  for	  an	  email	  to	  be	  sent	  out	  with	  updates. 

ix. Senator	  Stogin	  asked	  what	  the	  surplus	  would	  be. 
1. President	  Thaker	  responded	  that	  the	  surplus	  after	  cuts	  would	  be	  around	  $30,000 

b. President	  Thaker	  entertained	  a	  motion	  to	  approve	  the	  proposed	  cuts. 
i. Senator	  Josie	  Linman	  motioned	  and	  Senator	  Amy	  Linman	  seconded. 

ii. President	  Thaker	  called	  for	  a	  clicker	  vote,	  motion	  carried. 
12. Announcements 

a. Presidents forum at 9AM also at 11AM and 3PM open for students to talk with recruiter about 
what we want the new president to be like. 

b. Senator Sears would like for us to support the Senate team in the Battle of the Chefs this 
Thursday.  

13. Adjournment 
a. President Thaker entertained a motion to adjourn 
b. Senator Bouras motioned and Senator Taylor seconded. 
c. President Thaker called for a voice vote, motion carried. 
d. Meeting adjourned at 7:24 PM 


