
General Assembly Meeting 
Davidson Room 

Sunday, April 12th, 2015 
6:00 PM 

 
Executive Board Present: Jake Thaker, Ashley Spain, Brian Streu, Lane Bennett, Emani Johnson, 
Tyler Casebolt, Tina Brkovic, and Crystal Ocampo-Fernandez. 
 
Senators Present: Zoey Bouras, Lily Chang, Victoria Drake, Veena Hamill, Jenn Hart, Alex 
Stogin, Brock Taylor, Linda Zhang, Marissa Cozzi, Chris Taraszka, Don Tomes, Cindy Basilio, 
Robert Perez, Jennifer Chlebek, Jazmyne Kellogg, Matt Piotrowiak, Daniel Roadman, Inez "Kittyi" 
White, Amy Linman, Gavin Schroeder, Cortney Sears, Breck Seitz, Laurel Jiang, Josie Linman, 
and Alyssa Shannon.   

 
Senators Absents: Brianna Bacigalupo, Cong Vu, Kerry Zhang, Kyauna Bradley, Elizabeth 
Hassett, Gindy Nguyen, An Nguyen, and Kristen Grisamore 
 
1. Call to Order 

a. President Thaker called the meeting to order at 6:03 PM. 
2. Roll Call 
3. Additions or Corrections to the Agenda 

a. The current balance under the Treasurer’s Report should read $160,686.32 
4. Speaker: Chandra Shipley 

a. Chandra Shipley is the director of Academic Advising. In December of 2013, Student Senate 
passed a resolution saying that asked for a First Year Advising Task Force to be created. The 
Advising and Summer Reading Committee formed this Task Force. A survey that was sent out 
shows that First-Years in the Spring semester think that their first year advising was mostly good. 
These survey results differ between First-Years and upperclassmen. Upperclassmen were shown to 
think that their First-Year advising was worse and were somewhat dissatisfied with their First-Year 
advising experience. Upperclassmen also said that they much more preferred their advisor within 
their major. All students have said that they would like to have a faculty advisor within their major 
from the beginning. The Task Force has prepared a proposal to make changes to the First-Year 
advising experience. The proposal is to change the structure to get students into advising with a 
faculty member in their major. This proposal would also give departments two options to pick 
from. They could either accept students into the department’s advising load or they could have 
dedicated advisors to their department that have had training in advising for that department. The 
second option would help out with larger departments such as business or psychology, and 
dedicated advisors would also help out with advising while professors are on sabbatical. Those 
students who come in undecided would be put with advisors that specifically want to work with 
undecided students. The maximum number of students an advisor could have would be 15. The 
Task Force also has several recommendations to enhance the First-Year advising experience. The 
first thing would be to create a document to outline the mission and goals of academic advising. A 
calendar to set the timeline on advising would also be created. A listserv would be formed for 
advisors to post questions/suggestions between themselves. There should also be an advising 
syllabus, which outlines the roles and responsibilities of both the advisor and the advisee. There 
would be a notification system instituted so that students will be alerted when their advisor 
changes because that professor, for example, leaves for sabbatical. There would be an online 
learning module for students and advisors on advising and registration. A system of feedback 
would be used. There would also be a mentoring program for new advisors. Another 
recommendation is to work with CUPP to change the language about expectations of advising in 
the faculty handbook. Advising workshops would be held in the Registrar’s Office for advisors. 
We would also encourage departments and pre-professional advising committees to offer group 
advising. We would also want to strengthen pre-professional advising program, and work to 
increase training opportunities for advisors. We want to encourage Senate to implement an 
Advisor of the Year Award to the Professor and Staff Member of the Year Awards. We would like 



feedback and a list of concrete examples of when someone had issues with inadequate or 
inaccurate advising, and with this program you could change advisors immediately. 

b. Questions/Comments 
i. Vice President Emeritus Blair Wright asked if with the new proposal, would advisors still get 

a stipend? 
1. Director Shipley responded that it is still up for debate. 

ii. Vice President Emeritus Wright asked if advising goes into the majors, then wouldn’t students 
that want to change their major feel trapped? 
1. Director Shipley responded that we need to make sure students are aware of her office 

and that there would also be transitional advisors available for those students. 
iii. Vice President Emeritus Wright asked if the pre-professional programs also received this 

survey. 
1. Director Shipley responded that they were not part of the survey in order to keep the 

survey concise, but comments about pre-professional advising did come up. 
iv. President Emeritus Austin Aldag asked what was decided about evaluations. 

1. Director Shipley responded that the process to get evaluations into PAT would be 
monstrous. Once we get the process into effect we can begin to focus more on evaluating 
it. 

v. Senator Sears said that her First-Year advisor was nice, but no helpful because she was not 
knowledgeable of her department. 

vi. Senator Chang said that her advisor has only been on campus for one year, and wasn’t 
knowledgeable of other departments on campus. Sometimes this can lead to First-Years being 
steered to the wrong courses. 

vii. Senator Linda Zhang said that we need to meet with professors within our majors to plan our 
schedules carefully. 

viii. Senator Basilio said that having an advisor who wasn’t related to her major helped her to open 
up to other possibilities. 

ix. Senator Kellog said that an andvisor within your major is better because we already talk to 
professors outside our major through general education courses. 

x. Senator Drake suggested that we could have a general advisor and meet with someone within 
our major. 
1. Director Shipley responded that it isn’t good to meet with two advisors because you get 

conflicting information. 
xi. Senator Roadman said that your first year is pretty well structured for general education 

courses so that you can have more variety for your first year. 
xii. Senator Bouras said that she liked your Gateway professor to also be your advisor because 

you can then build a relationship with them. 
xiii. Senator Sears said that those double majoring or who have an advisor that goes on sabbatical 

didn’t know who to go to for advice because their was no real clear transition. 
1. Director Shipley responded that sometimes her office doesn’t even know, and that we 

need to make the process more straight forward and streamlined. 
xiv. Senator Linda Zhang asked if double majors would see two advisors. 

1. Director Shipley responded that they would, but only one of the advisors would be 
assigned for orientation. 

xv. Director Shipley stated that if any of the Senators or their constituents have any problems to 
contact her. Also, she pointed out that University Events Commissioner Tyler Casebolt and 
University Events Commissioner Emeritus Rachel Baer are both on this committee if anybody 
wants to reach out to them. 

5. Dean’s Report 
a. Dean Karla Carney-Hall thanked all of the Senators for their help during All in for Wesleyan, and 

that she would like feedback on the event. Email Dean Karla and comments or suggestions for the 
future. 

6. Constituent Concerns and Ideas 
a. Senator Drake pointed out that the elevator in State Farm Hall has surpassed its expiration date. 
b. Senator Hamill asked if there was a way to add munch money or meals online. 



i. Senator Sears responded that you can go directly to the Sodexo office and that you could 
potentially call to add meals. 

c. Senator Piotrowiak suggested that we should have something similar to the RSO fair at the 
beginning of the second semester. It would be a good way for students to see all of their options 
once they have gotten more adjusted to life on campus. 

7. Executive Officer Reports: 
a. Treasurer 

i. Current Balance: $238,857.02 
ii. FAB Approvals 

1. $216.00 to Alpha Phi Omega for Conferences  
2. $159.04 to Illinois Premier Laser Tag for Tournament Transportation  

iii. FAB Consent Agenda 
1. $2351.00 to Senior Class Committee for Speaker ($2000.00) and Field Trip ($351.00) 
2. $2500.00 to Swing Dance at IWU for Entertainment  
3. $2,340.00 to IWU NAFME for Conferences  

a. President Thaker asked if there were any objections to voting 
on the FAB Consent Agenda as a slate. Seeing none, President 
Thaker entertained a motion to approve the FAB Consent 
Agenda. Senator Chlebek motioned and Senator Chang 
seconded. President Thaker called for a clicker vote, motion 
carried. 

iv. FAB Recommendations 
1. $120.00 to Colleges Against Cancer for Capital Development ($60.00) and Event 

Supplies ($60.00) 
a. President Thaker entertained a motion to allocate $120.00 to 

Colleges Against Cancer. Senator Chlebek motioned and 
Senator Sears seconded. President Thaker called for a clicker 
vote, motion carried. 

2. $197.00 to IWU Game Club for Capital Development 
a. President Thaker entertained a motion to allocate $197.00 to 

the IWU Game Club. Senator Chlebek motioned and Senator 
Chang seconded. President Thaker called for a clicker vote, 
motion carried. 

3. $882.00 to Women’s Club Volleyball for Capital Development 
a. President Thaker entertained a motion to allocate $882.00 to 

Women’s Club Volleyball. Senator Sears motioned and 
Senator Drak seconded. President Thaker called for a clicker 
vote, motion carried. 

v. FAB Recommendations with Penalties for Retroactive Reimbursement: 
1. $1012.22 to Touch of Class for Conferences 

a. Touch of Class attended a conference earlier in the semester 
and is now requesting funds for it. Due to this being 
retroactive spending, FAB is recommending a penalty by 
freezing their funds throughout the summer until the end of 
the fall semester. The only conference this RSO attends is the 
one they are requesting funds for. 

b. President Thaker entertained a motion to allocate $1,012.22 to 
Touch of Class and to freeze this RSO’s funds throughout the 
summer and through until the end of the fall semester. Senator 
Chang motioned and Senator Hamill seconded. President 
Thaker called for a clicker vote, motion carried.  

8. Unfinished Business 
a. 2015-2016 Student Senate Precedent 



i. Vice President Emeritus Wright asked if there was discussion to distinguish between a 
conference and a field trip, and if FAB had met yet to discuss proposals from Wednesday’s 
meeting. 
1. Treasurer Brian Streu said that FAB had not met yet. 

ii. President Emeritus Brexton Isaacs said that this is one of those instances where you will know 
the difference when you see it. 

iii. Senator Seitz said that FAB put the last line in about whether multiple schools were attending 
as the defining factor. 

iv. Vice President Emeritus Wright suggested to maybe set an amount per person available for a 
student for one conference. 

v. President Emeritus Isaacs said he was glad to see that the publicity and event supplies 
precedent caps were combined for more flexibility. He then suggested to maybe do a per 
event cap of $80.00 on advertising to make sure that there is enough for groups to do enough 
publicity for their events. He then said to take the $150 for publicity out of the precedent and 
add the $80 per event cap. This is a small dollar amount that adds flexibility. 

vi. Treasurer Streu said that this was a good idea because a lot of groups run out of their funds for 
publicity because they already petitioned for advertising earlier.  

vii. President Emeritus Isaacs also said to include funding for publicity for homegrown events. 
viii. President Emeritus Aldag asked if the language for food had been looked at. 

1. Treasurer Streu said that FAB has not met so those issues have not been discussed. 
b. 2015-2016 Student Senate Budget 

i. Vice President Emeritus Wright asked for Treasurer Streu to outline the spending and income 
numbers before we get started with discussion. 

ii. Treasurer Streu said that there has been $164,000 of RSO spending so far this year. Next year 
we are anticipating $360,000 to come in from the Student Activity Fee. We also need to get 
the Exec. Board budget under $200,000 if we want to have enough funding available for 
RSOs. 

iii. University Events Commissioner Emeritus Amy DeBoer said that the stage equipment budget 
should not be decreased because depending on the performer you have, there will be a 
specific list of equipment you will have to bring in, and musical performances are more 
expensive. 

iv. Treasurer Streu said that there is still the option to come to FAB. 
v. Advisor Colin Stewart said that we would have to wait until the fall then to secure that money 

for equipment. 
vi. President Emeritus Isaacs called a point of order. FAB does have the ability to allocate funds 

over the summer. 
vii. Vice President Emeritus Wright suggested to combine Epic Rap Battles and the performer 

fee, with the performer fee being lowered to $35,000. 
viii. University Events Commissioner Casebolt said to keep in mind that the survey he sent out to 

campus said that students want a musical act to come to campus, and that musical acts do 
require more equipment than the $10,000 a comedian can get away with. 

ix. Senator Taraszka said that we should make Epic Rap Battles the big show in the fall because 
they are popular enough themselves. He also pointed out that there wouldn’t be enough 
funding for an event in the spring. 

x. Vice President Emeritus Wright said that the University Events Commissioner’s budget is 
typically a large portion of the budget. 

xi. President Emeritus Isaacs said that we need to realize that we don’t have the money to pay for 
everything that we want. 

xii. Senator Bouras said that she doesn’t think that Tyler should only do Epic Rap Battles because 
not everybody knows who they are. 

xiii. Senator Chang said that we should cut the performer fee to $35,000. 
xiv. Senator Taraszka asked what the stage and equipment costs for Epic Rap Battles would be. 

1. Advisor Stewart said that it wouldn’t be much if anything at all because we have most of 
the equipment we would need in Hansen. 

xv. Senator Piotrowiak said that we need to keep in mind that we want to cut the budget to below 
$200,000 and cutting the performer fee would be one of the easiest cuts in whole budget. 



xvi. Vice President Emeritus Wright said that getting the budget under $200,000 is a reasonable 
amount, but we need to look at how much we are spending on speakers because RSOs are 
starting to petition more for speakers. 

xvii. Advisor Stewart asked if there is a trend that RSOs are spending more on speaker because he 
hasn’t. He has noticed an increase in the spending on conferences. 

xviii. Vice President Emeritus Wright said it might be valuable to look at what kinds of 
programming is being used more and how much money RSOs are spending in different areas. 

xix. Senator Linman asked if all of the events hosted in Hansen were all through Senate. 
1. Advisor Stewart said that most of the events are through OSA, and OSA gets their budget 

partly from tuition and the endowment and also from the operating budget. 
xx. Senator Drake asked why we had increased the Inclusion and Awareness Commissioner’s 

speaker budget so drastically. 
1. Inclusion and Awareness Commissioner Emani Johnson said that we are going after 

Angela Davis who is more expensive. 
xxi. Vice President Emeritus Wright said that we need to consider how many students will be 

there and how much we are spending on these speakers. Also, it is tricky to say that we are 
going to have budgets in the Exec. Board for specific RSOs. 

xxii. Senator Chlebek said that FAB is there for a reason, and that as long as FAB is doing a good 
job there should be no reason to change that. 

xxiii. Senator Bouras asked for clarification that Angela Davis would cost $16,000. 
1. Inclusion and Awareness Commissioner Johnson said that it would be for two speakers, 

but Angela Davis would take up about $15,000 of that. 
xxiv. Treasurer Streu said that the Inclusion and Awareness Commissioner’s total budget should 

read $28,000. 
xxv. President Emeritus Isaacs said that we could get someone who has a great message, but is a 

lot cheaper. We need to look at less expensive things. 
xxvi. Dean Carney-Hall said that there is a huge range in speaker fees, and that Senate needs to 

look at if they want to spend top dollar on high quality speakers. 
xxvii. Senator Bouras said that if there was a low turnout to the event it would be really expensive 

per student. 
xxviii. President Emeritus Isaacs said that money doesn’t necessarily equal value because there are 

speakers that are much less, but have just as good of a message. 
xxix. Senator Amy Linman said that spending more on someone who will bring change to the 

campus community is more of a priority. 
xxx. Senator Chang said that we won’t necessarily get a large turnout. 

xxxi. President Emeritus Isaacs said that we need to keep in mind that the name of the fee that we 
pay is the Student Activity Fee, and that we play a big role in entertainment on campus. We 
shouldn’t necessarily give priority to educational events. 

xxxii. Senator Josie Linamn said that we should just advertise more. 
xxxiii. Senator Bouras said that more posters don’t necessarily equal more people.  
xxxiv. Vice President Emeritus Wright said that in the interest of time, the Exec. Board needs to go 

over how important inclusion and awareness is to us, and we need to move on to the next 
subject. 

xxxv. Vice President Ashley Spain said that she doesn’t see how we aren’t favoring one 
commissioner over another because of the funding differences. 

xxxvi. Vice President Emeritus Wright said that the cost of diversity events isn’t as much as other 
events. Just because we don’t give as much money doesn’t mean we value it less. 

xxxvii. Senator Drake said to make sure that we are willing to keep our options open when cutting the 
budget. 

xxxviii. Vice President Emeritus Wright said that she has the same comments about the Civic 
Engagement Commissioner’s speaker budget. 

xxxix. Civic Engagement Commissioner Ocampo said that she is willing to cut her speaker budget 
down to $1,100 and to leave $4,500 for the next person. 

xl. Vice President Emeritus Wright said that she doesn’t recommend leaving that much. 
xli. President Emeritus Isaacs said that there are a lot of free events that we can do that we don’t 

have to pay for that will have an impact on campus. 



xlii. Treasurer Streu said that for the Media Commissioner’s budget the only thing that went up 
was the movie licensing a little. 

xliii. Media Commissioner Tina Brkovic said that it went up because she was planning on doing 4 
movies per semester. 

xliv. Vice President Emeritus Wright suggested to cut it down to two movies per semester. 
xlv. President Emeritus Isaacs said that movies are less important compared to the other events on 

campus we pay for. 
xlvi. Treasurer Emeritus Kevin Piotrowski asked if the SWANK contract was terminated. 

xlvii. Media Commissioner Brkovic said that it will end at the end of this semester. 
xlviii. Treasurer Emeritus Piotrowski said that he remembered a clause that said it had to be 

terminated 60 days before the end of the contract. 
xlix. Media Commissioner Brkovic said that the representative said just to let them know before 

the end of this school year whether or not we want to renew. 
l. President Emeritus Isaacs said that all of the advertising budgets for the exec board could be 

cut. 
li. Treasurer Streu said that Titan TV’s budget was cut $5,000 to not have a slush fund, 

everything for WESN is pretty much the same but it did go down a little bit, and under the 
Argus the binding example of $2,000 should be cut because it is a typo. 

lii. Vice President Emeritus Wright said she doesn’t think that Tributaries is that different from 
other student writings from around campus. Also, they might need to be considered an RSO 
instead of standing media. 

liii. Senator Seitz said that we should lower the printing costs for Tributaries because other 
organizations around campus can print for cheaper. 

liv. Treasurer Piotrowski said that FAB has discussed cutting their printing budget in half because 
they have a lot of unused copies. 

lv. President Emeritus Isaacs said that the speaker budget should be taken out of Tributaries 
because that is a typical RSO event that they can’t predict the cost of. 

lvi. Senator Seitz asked that if Tributaries is an RSO then why don’t they petition for printing 
costs. 

lvii. Vice President Emeritus Wright said that they have established printing costs. 
lviii. President Emeritus Isaacs said that they used to provide a service to campus and that is why 

they are a standing media organization. Although, now they should be cut as a standing media 
organization and considered an RSO because they don’t necessarily reach enough students to 
be considered providing a service to campus. They might even possibly need to be taken out 
of the Constitution as standing media. 

lix. Dean Carney-Hall said that it is hard to balance budgeting the fun stuff and the educational 
stuff, and that we need to look at the balance of the allocation and see that how we are 
spending the student activity fee is a reflection of our values. 

9. New Business 
10. Announcements 
11. Adjournment 

a. President Thaker entertained a motion to adjourn. Senator Basilio motioned and Senator Stogin 
seconded. President Thaker called for a voice vote, motion carried. The meeting ended at 8:10 PM. 

 


