
General Assembly Meeting 
Sunday, December 7th, 2014 

6:00pm Davidson Room 
 

Executive Board Present: Austin Aldag, Blair Wright, Jake Sloan,  
Henry Froehlich, Rachel Bear, Doug Burrichter, Jake Thaker, and Kevin Piotrowski. 
 
Senators Present: Tyler Casebolt, Lily Chang, Zoe Bouras, Alex Stogin,  Jennifer Hart, Victoria 
Drake, Lane Bennett, Aleya Washington, Christopher Taraszka, Marissa Cozzi, Tina Brkovic, 
Veena Hamill, Kairui Zhang, Duc Nguyen, Nicole Chlebek, Matthew Piotrowiak, Maisie Cox, Liz 
Hassett, Kahri Jung, Madeline Cox, Jazmye Kellogg, Ashley Spain, Inez “Kittyi” White, Jack 
Marren, Laurel Jiang, Courtney Sears, and Breck Seitz. 
 
Senators Absent: Rachel Dolan, Sophia Nicolosi, Brian Streu, Jennifer Chlebek, Daniel 
Roadman, Amelia Linman, Michael Resurreccion, and Gavin Schroeder. 
 
1. Call to Order 
President Aldag called the meeting to order at 6:02pm. 
 
2. Roll Call 
 
3. Additions or Corrections to the Agenda 
 
4. Reading and Approval of the Minutes: November 23rd, 2014 

Senator Cozzi made a motion to approve the minutes and Senator Zhang seconded. 
President Aldag took a voice vote and the motion carried. 
 
5. Speaker: Nicki Chlebek and Amy Seter – IWU Sustainability Update  
 Senator N. Chlebek started off talking about composting. Last year, we implemented 
composting into the dugout. She noted that we had it before in saga, but now students are 
getting involved with composting in the dugout.  

She noted that they did a waste audit to see how well students are separating their 
waste. In one day, we have around 200 pounds of waste from the dugout alone, and 82% of the 
waste produced by the dugout can be composted. Unfortunately, about 29.5% of that compost 
trash got thrown in the trash. She noted that we should not be satisfied with this number. She 
said that most of what was thrown away incorrectly was the utensils. This makes sense 
because people just seem to compost everything on their plate. 

Senator N. Chlebek noted that they have done table toppers, a video, and much more 
education on composting. They are working towards making more items in the dugout 
compostable as well.  

Overall, she noted that it seems people are for composting and they are trying hard, but 
we are still trying to get better. 

Amy Seter mentioned that we have faced several barriers when it comes to composting. 
The first is the people just don’t seem to know what goes where. The second was that we seem 
to have a weak pro-composting video. To tackle this video, she held a study. They showed 
three groups of students different videos. The first had nothing to do with composting as a 



control. The second was an educational video. The third was a video of a student talking about 
composting. She noted that the results were significant. Those who watched the educational 
videos had much more knowledge. Also, people responded more to the social norms. For a 
future campaign to increase composting behavior, she noted that they want to focus on what 
people think. She noted that if we can increase the amount of compostable items at dugout, that 
would help a lot. Also, continuing to spread these videos would be another solid solution to 
tackle the problems we are currently facing. 

Senator N. Chlebek opened the floor for questions and asked what the Senate thinks 
should be our future steps. Also, do people have a positive or negative outlook on composting? 

Senator Tarazska noted that people seem to just be very lazy and they aren’t willing to 
learn what is trash and what is compostable. Senator N. Chlebek noted that you should put 
things in the tash if you don’t know, because you don’t want to contaminate anything else. 

Senator Chang noted that we should look into how we can encourage people to look at 
the signs and be more motivated. 

Senator Piotrowiak noted that one of the biggest problems is that different types of 
plastics go in different places. Senator N. Chlebek noted that any opaque plastics (like utensils) 
cannot be thrown away, but most everything else cannot.  

Senator Sears noted that the posters are helpful, but somethings things fall off or get 
torn down, so keeping those up to date is important. 

Vice President Wright seconded Senator’s Sears comment. She also asked about what 
we have done so far to get compostable utensils on campus. Senator N. Chlebek noted that 
SSC has spoken with administration to implement this. One problem is that some compostable 
silverware is more expensive; however it is cheaper to compost waste as opposed to throwing it 
away. Vice President Wright also noted that she liked the audit. She noted that Senate does 
have a sustainability committee, so if we need more hands to do these tasks, that could be a 
great role for Senate. She also asked how Senate has been involved in this process. Senator N. 
Chlebek noted that with regards to representing and getting the word out, Senate could be a big 
help. She also noted the commissioner in charge of sustainability should with this as well. 

Senator Grisamore noted that she likes the composting, but there are a lot of things to 
sift through and separate. If there are less things to separate, it will be easier for most students. 

Colin Stewart asked “what is the total amount of waste per week?” Senator N. Chlebek 
noted that there is 200 pounds per week. 150 pounds of that can be composted. Colin Stewart 
also asked where the composting is going. Senator N. Chlebek noted that it goes to a 
composting plant in Peoria. 

Commissioner Mishra noted that with the rebrand of the Awareness Commissioner, 
sustainability would not go through that position. She asked where Senate’s role should be? 
Senator N. Chlebek noted that she was against that proposal as sustainability is important, but 
maybe the sustainability committee, and especially that chair, can take a larger role to help out. 

Vice President Wright asked where the video is at. Amy Seter noted that if you search i 
youtube “IWU composting,” you can find it. It will also be sent out in a donotreply next semester. 

Senator Tarazska asked about composting in Tommy’s. Senator N. Chlebek said that 
their future goals include composting in Tommy’s and the dorms. They started with only dugout 
to see how it went. 



Senator Cozzi noted that she thinks it is more effective if you relate to someone 
personally, it is more effective. Before, we had someone stand by the garbage to help people 
sort, and it was very effective. Obviously, don’t do this every day, but every once in a while, it 
might help. Amy Seter noted that they actually got mixed feedback about this- some negative, 
some positive. 
 
6. Dean’s Report 
 Dean Carney-Hall wished everyone good luck on finals, but there are still events this 
week. She noted that tomorrow night is the late night breakfast at 10pm. That “breakfast” 
requires no swipes, and it is open to everyone. 
 Also, on Tuesday and Wednesday night, Dean Greeter will host the PBJ night as 
always. 
 She always mentioned that last January, we had some frustration with the start of the 
semester due to the crazy weather. She noted that as adults we all make our own personal 
decisions regarding whether or not it is safe to travel. This decision can be independent of 
whether or not the university is open. Faculty are told to be patient with students as well. She 
also mentioned that you should plan ahead. If you absolutely have to be here, it’s better to come 
back early, rather than be in trouble later. If you don’t know who to call, you can always call 
security. The website will also have weather information. She encouraged everyone to get the 
word out, and she reminded everyone that safety is the highest priority. The university cannot 
always make safety decisions for your independent situation. 
 
7. Constituent Concerns 
 Senator Hassett asked if there is a microwave in Ames. Multiple students have 
mentioned this, and it helps for students coffee, popcorn, or other things. President Aldag noted 
that there used to be a cafe, but it was not used, so it closed down. 
 Senator Chang mentioned that many students do not know about senator office hours. 
 
8. Executive Officer Reports: 

a. Term Highlights 
b. Treasurer: 

i. Account Update 
Treasurer Piotrowski mentioned the account update and that rollover is at 

$72,300. 
ii. FAB Approvals: 

1. $201.20 to German Club for Field Trips  
2. $169.72 to Student Choreographed Dance Concert (SCDC) for 
Capital Development 
3. $25.00 to Phoenix Theater for Events Supplies 

iii. FAB Consent Agenda: 
1. $1,596.55 to Silenceinterrupted for Tournaments 
2. $1,420.45 to Black Student Union (BSU) for Speaker 
3. $1,640.00 to NAfME for Conferences and Speaker 



Senator Stogin made a motion to approve the consent agenda, and 
Senator Nguyen seconded. president Aldag took a clicker vote, and the motion 
carried with 24 votes for and 1 against. 
iv. FAB Recommendations with Penalties for Retroactive Reimbursement: 

1. 1,127.28 to Ethics Bowl for Conferences 
Treasurer Piotrowski noted that ethics bowl attended the conference and 

then asked for funds a week later. Their funds will be frozen next semester as the 
penalty for retroactive funding. 

Senator Nguyen made a motion to allocate these funds with penalties, 
and Senator Seitz seconded. President Aldag took a clicket vote, and the motion 
carried with 22 votes for, 2 against, and 1 abstention. 

Treasurer Piotrowski noted that FAB did a great job this semester, and 
retroactive funding has gone down a lot. 

c. Vice President 
 Vice President Wright thanked everyone for their work on Senate. She noted that 

we have had more engaged senators recently, and she is excited to watch more amazing things 
happen next semester. 

d. President 
 He noted that CUPP has finally finished the SCP document. 
 He also noted that the faculty has voted to perform a gen ed review. Also, CC 

proposal #9 has been sent back to committee (Curriculum Council). It will be a carry-over item 
to next semester. 

 Commissioner Burrichter awarded the Senate trophy to two people. He awarded 
it to both President Aldag and Vice President Wright for their work this past year. 
 
9. Unfinished Business 

a. Inclusion Ad-hoc Committee Bylaws Amendments 
 President Aldag noted that the bold text is what is changing. We presented this 

last meeting, and we will vote on it tonight. 
 Vice President Wright addressed the concern that sustainability was removed 

from the Awareness Commissioner. She noted that the Inclusion Task Force did not want the 
Inclusion and Awareness Commissioner to focus only on sustainability. While this is still 
important, if they focused only on race, religion, etc, it would still meet the mission of the 
commissioner. We also already have a sustainability committee in charge of sustainability, so it 
is taken care of elsewhere. She noted that we want to empower senators, but if we want a 
commissioner to chair this committee, we can. 

 Senator N. Chlebek noted that the reason she thinks sustainability should stay on 
as part of the job because the commissioner should not only focus on one thing. If they are, they 
are not fulfilling their job. She also noted that sustainability is important, and we need to raise 
awareness for it. We still need to raise awareness and deal with issues regarding race, religion, 
etc, but sustainability is important too. She noted that a lot of sustainability work has been done 
from bottom up, and less from top down. She thinks it is important that there is someone there 
to tackle sustainability issues. 



 Senator N. Chlebek made a motion to add sustainability back into the 
amendment, and Senator Seitz seconded. Vice President Wright noted that sustainability does 
also fall into the role of different commissioners. It can fall to Civic Engagement, and it can also 
add to the Vice President’s role. 

 Senator Cox noted that if it doesn’t get added, we can always remember this 
point, and see if it is not being addressed, we can add it later. 

 Senator Chang noted that maybe we can ensure that sustainability is covered in 
every section, and not only under Awareness. 

 Senator Grisamore noted that she sees both points, but there is only a so much a 
senator can do. It might be helpful to have a commissioner involved in this process. Vice 
President Wright noted that it is in our mission statement. She also mentioned that senators 
have just as much power as commissioners. It is the role of commissioners to empower 
senators and make sure they know where to go to do what they want to do. 

 Senator Sears noted that if it is in our mission statement, we need to make sure it 
is all of our duties, and not just the duty of one person. 

 Commissioner Mishra noted that maybe this language needs to be put 
somewhere else. Diversity is an important thing, and we might want to focus on personal 
identity issues with the Inclusion and Awareness Commissioner. 

 Senator Bennett made a motion to limit discussion to five minutes and Senator 
Grisamore seconded. President Aldag took a voice vote, and the motion carried. 

 Senator Piotrowiak noted that “additional topics” is broad. Maybe we can change 
it to say “additional topics such as diversity.” 

 Senator N. Chlebek noted that diversity and personal identity is important, but 
putting sustainability in would not diminish the value of diversity, it would just add in value for 
sustainability as well. 

 Senator Bouras noted that awareness encompasses sustainability too, including 
environmental studies majors- they might identify that way. 

 Senator Kellogg noted that sustainability should be added but it should not be 
under the Inclusion and Awareness Commissioner because we need to keep it specific. 

 Senator Grisamore noted that it seems that no matter what, people are afraid 
either diversity of sustainability will get lost. We need to find a way to join them or put them 
together. 

 Senator Jung noted that we designate people for each of these jobs, and while 
sustainability is very important, we need to make sure we take a top down approach. ORL has a 
sustainability educator, so we need to make sure we include this topic somewhere. 

 President Aldag took a clicker vote and the motion to add sustainability did not 
carry with 10 votes for, 13 against, and 3 abstentions. 

 Senator N. Chlebek made a motion to d sustainability to the Civic Engagement 
Commissioner’s duty. This proposal will go to Internal Affairs for review, and will be presented 
as a carry-over item next semester. 

 Senator Bennett made a motion to approve the full amendment as is, and 
Senator Nguyen seconded. President Aldag took a clicker vote and the motion carried with 22 
votes for, 3 against, and 1 abstention. 

 



b. Student Activity Fee Amendment 
 Treasurer Piotrowski noted that this amendment was presented before, and he 

summarized it. 
 He also noted that there was a concern that this language should be added to 

the bylaws, but this proposal is to add it to the Code of Finances. 
 Senator Chang made a motion to pass this amendment, and Senator Seitz 

seconded. President Aldag took a clicker vote, and the motion carried with 22 votes for and 2 
against. 
 
10. New Business 

a. Senator of the Semester 
 President Aldag noted that this was a difficult choice, and it took a long time to 

decide. He awarded Senator of the Semester to Senator Hassett. 
 Vice President Wright noted that Senator Hassett has been a very engaged 

senator since freshman year, she shows up to everything, and is very dedicated. She 
congratulated Senator Hassett on all her work. Thank you Senator Hassett!! 

b. State of the Senate 
 President Aldag began by reading the mission of Student Senate. 
 President Aldag broke down the statement and talked about “unique education.” 

He noted that we have done a lot of work with revising advising. Last semester, we did a lot of 
work with gateway form. Lastly, we shocked the faculty by putting forth so much effort into CC 
Proposal #9. This was the first time a CC Proposal has been denied because of students, so it 
shows how important student feedback is when we are willing to put forth the effort. 

 He also mentioned the section on being a “governing board.” He noted that 
before, senators would have never done office hours, so raising the caliber of senators has 
been a true achievement of all of you. 

 He also thanked FAB for all of their work with the student activity raise, and all 
their other work. 

 He also mentioned that as a programming board, Commissioner Bear organzed 
the most attended event we have had in a long time with Nick Offerman who brought in more 
than 1000 attendees. 

 He also noted that the Student-Alumni Committee has done great, we had very 
great and successful events like Valerie Kaur and Tracy Sefl. 

 He noted that we have continued to raise the bar for Senate, and he thanked 
everyone for their work to make this happen. 

c. Removal of Senators 
 Chief Sloan noted that in our governing documents, we must remove senators on 

their third absence. This is a procedural removal, but because it is a personnel issue, we do 
need to enter closed session. 

Senator Piotrowiak made a motion to enter clsoed session because this is a personnel 
issue, and Senator Cox seconded. President Aldag took a voice vote, and the motion carried. 
The Senate entered closed session at 7:04pm. The Senate exited closed session at 7:08pm. 
 
11. Announcements  



 Senator Sears noted that Sodexho has made major changes, and 80% of their menu will 
be new. It will be more entree style, and the grilled will be updated. They are going to have more 
specials and different type of chicken bars, sandwich bars, and etc. Everyone in Sodexho is 
excited that the commons is getting more focus along with the dugout. Please spread the word, 
and if you have any questions, please ask! 
 Senator Seitz noted that Vice President Wright gets best dressed. 
 
12. Adjournment 
 Senator Seitz made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Senator Zhang seconded. 
President Aldag took a voice vote and the motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 
7:11pm. 
 
 
 
1. Call to Order 
 President Aldag called the meeting to order at 7:11pm. 
 
2. Additions or Corrections to the Agenda 
 
3. Executive Officer Farewells 
 All executive officers gave their farewells. We have truly enjoyed our time on the Senate 
Executive Board. We thanked all of Senate for their work and helping us in our committees. We 
could not do this without you! 
 
4. President & Vice President Swearing in Ceremony 
 President Aldag invited Dean Carney-Hall to swear in the new President and Vice 
President for 2015. 
 Dean Carney-Hall noted that every year, Senate tackles different things. The heart of 
Senate is advocacy. She noted that one this board’s biggest strength was advocating for 
students. This Senate advocated for students with regards to gateway, advising, inclusion, CC 
proposal #9, and etc. 
 She noted that this group has also been very committed to community building. Nick 
Offerman was huge success. We also had the largest RSO fair we have ever had. Also, the 
publicity and visibility of Senate has never been better. 
 She noted that advocacy and community building were two of the biggest successes of 
this group, and she could not ask for more from a Senate. 
 Dean Carney-Hall noted that they knew President Aldag would be task-focused and 
efficient, but he also is fun loving and brought a new light to Senate. She also noted that he has 
had to sit through committees and faculty meetings filled with grumpy people, and he has still 
managed to do it all. 
 She noted that Vice President Wright and Treasurer Piotrowski have been involved in 
Senate for seven semesters. She could not ask for better commitment and leadership from 
these two people, and tomorrow will be weird with them no longer being a part of Senate. 
 She thanked the entire board for all of their work and leaving their mark on IWU. 



 Dean Carney-Hall moved on to the swearing in of President-Elect Thaker and Vice 
President-Elect Spain. 
 Dean Carney-hall led President-Elect Thaker in the oath to take office. Congratulations 
President Thaker! 
 Dean Carney-hall led Vice President-Elect Spain in the oath to take office. 
Congratulations Vice President Spain! 
 
5. Executive Officer Nominations 
 President Thaker noted that his first order of business was to introduce and nominate his 
executive board. Senator Nguyen made a motion to enter closed session because this is a 
personnel issue, and Senator Seitz seconded. President Thaker took a voice vote, and the 
motion carried. The Senate entered closed session at 7:30pm. 
 
6. Installation of Officers and Will-Downs 
 President Thaker announced that the board has been approved. Congratulations 
everyone! 
 Commissioners Burrichter and Froehlich willed down the Media Commissioner position 
to Senator Brkovic. Congratulations Commissioner Brkovic. 
 Commissioner Bear willed down the University Events Commissioner position to Senator 
Casebolt. Congratulations Commissioner Casebolt! 
 Commissioner Mishra willed down the Inclusion and Awareness Commissioner position 
to Emani Johnson. Congratulations Commissioner Johnson! 

President Thaker (ex: Civic Engagement Commissioner) willed down the Civic 
Engagement Commissioner position to Crystal Ocampo Fernandez. Congratulations 
Commissioner Ocampo Fernandez! 

Treasurer Piotrowski willed down the Treasurer position to Senator Nguyen. 
Congratulations Treasurer Nguyen! 

Chief Sloan willed down the Chief of Staff position to Senator Bennett. Congratulations 
Chief Bennett! 

Vice President Wright willed down the Vice President position to Vice President Spain. 
Congratulations Vice President Spain! 

President Aldag willed down the President position to President Thaker. Congratulations 
President Thaker! 

All executive board officers were sworn in to the 2015 Student Senate Executive Board. 
Congratulations everyone, and good luck in 2015! 
 
7. Awarding of Emeritus Status  
 At every changeover meeting, the old executive board is awarded emeritus status upon 
leaving Student Senate. Emeritus status means that the exiting board will remain an “alumni” of 
Senate, and can stay in the room during closed session. 
 Senator Chang made a motion to award emeritus status to the exiting board, and 
Senator Bouras seconded. President Thaker took a voice vote, and the motion carried. All 
exiting officers were awarded emeritus status for their last position. Thanks for all of your work, 
2014 Student Senate Executive Board.  



 
8. 2014 Officer Welcomes 
 The 2015 Student Senate Executive Board all introduced themselves. We look forward 
to all of their great achievements in 2015! Congratulations, again! 
 
9. Adjournment 
 Senator Zhang made a motion to adjourn the meeting, and University Events 
Commissioner Emeritus Bear seconded. President Thaker took a voice vote, and the motion 
carried. The meeting was adjourned at 8:00pm. 
 
 


