
We Hope to See You in One Month 

at Our 50th Reunion October 1 – 3, 2021! 
 

This is it!!   

We look forward to seeing you face to face at Homecoming!!! 
 

In ONE MONTH we will all be enjoying our “1 year delayed” in person 50th Class Reunion at IWU. As our class 

President Bill Devore said in June, “We’ve been through a year like none other, but I am truly excited that we’ll be able to 

celebrate our years together at IWU on October 1st and 2nd.  Our Reunion Planning Committee has been working for over 2 

years now to provide what we believe will be an incredible and memorable weekend experience for you.  Please review the 

schedule of activities listed in this newsletter…there is definitely something for everyone!” 

 

 AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE TO EACH OF US BECAUSE WE CARE ABOUT EACH OTHER – Illinois Wesleyan 

will follow any COVID-19 protocols recommended at that time by state health authorities and the Centers for Disease 

Control to ensure the health and safety of our campus community and the greater Bloomington-Normal area.  At the 

present, this includes wearing a mask in public areas. This will include any indoor events during Homecoming/Reunion 

weekend 2021, and that includes us.  We want everyone to be informed beforehand.   There are signs on every building on 

campus that say "No Entry Without a Mask".  Masks are also needed at indoor University events including our parties. 

“The Class of 1970 is well known for our leadership, participation, generosity and Titan spirit, and we want to celebrate all 

that at our 50th Reunion.  There will be much to remember and enjoy.  Do not miss out!  Let’s make the IWU Class of 

1970’s 50th/51st Reunion the best ever, and one that we will never forget!” 
 

We all look forward to seeing you in one month at IWU 

for our 50th/51st Homecoming celebration!! 
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Our Back to College class on Friday Afternoon – 
"Kicking the Glass Ceiling," with Lana Weiss Brown, 

Kathy Larey Lewton and a panel of classmates – 2 PM 

Beckman Auditorium in Ames Library. 
 

Friday Night Class of 1970 Party: 
 

The class of 1970 is going to do something wonderful 

(again) to celebrate our 50+1 anniversary!  We are 

having a homecoming party like no other on Friday, 

October 1, from 7pm to 10 pm. It is going to be 

decidedly different from other years, thanks to our hosts, 

Kathy and Tom Cawley.  

The venue is the new Biaggi’s special event room, a 

totally private and elegant space, with a private bar and 

restrooms. We will enter through a private entrance on 

the South-West side of the building (front left).  “It is 

going to be very cool on Friday” – very private.  We will 

have “hearty” hors d’oeuvres, so don’t worry about 

dinner after the awards ceremony. Just come directly 

from the Memorial Center, head out to Route 9 (Empire 

Street), and go east to Biaggi’s – almost across from the 

airport – 3010 E. Empire St. 

 

Saturday Morning 1970 Memorial Service: 
 

We know you will want to come to the Class of 1970 

Memorial Service in Evelyn Chapel on Saturday morning 

from 10:00 AM to 11:15 AM.  This is our opportunity to 

honor our classmates who are “gone too soon”.  We have 

included time for people to briefly speak about 

classmates who have gone before us. 

 

Milestone Reunion Tailgate 11AM - 1PM  
You can continue our conversations at lunch in the large 

tent in the Shirk Center Parking Lot followed by the 

Football Game! 

 

Saturday Night 50th Reunion Dinner: 
 

We hope you have made your reservations for the 

Saturday night 50th Reunion dinner at the DoubleTree. 

Remember that dinner is FREE for Class of  ’70 alums.  

Cocktails will begin at 6:30 with dinner and program 

starting at 7:00 – 10 Brickyard Dr, Bloomington. 

Class Group Pictures: 
 

Class group pictures for our 50th Reunion Of the Class of 

1970 will be taken during cocktails by 7 PM at the 

DoubleTree.  Please plan to be a part of the pictures! 

Are you ready for our Homecoming? Fifty-one years 
ago, we walked across that graduation stage and began 
life in the “real world.” While we each pursued different 
paths, together, we remain Titans for life. In ONE 
MONTH, return to Homecoming and celebrate with 
your fellow classmates from 1970 at our 50th Class 
Reunion (one year late), October 1-3, 2021! 

Check out these featured events, as well as others 
available on Homecoming weekend.  
  

Friday, October 1 

Our Back to College class:  2 PM  

“Kicking the Glass Ceiling” 

 

President’s Welcome Reception:  5 - 6 PM   

Memorial Center, Young Main Lounge 

Followed by 

Alumni Award Ceremony: 6 - 7:30 PM   

Memorial Center, Young Main Lounge 

See Page 3 for a Special Announcement 
 

1970 Class Party 7 - 10PM Biaggi's 
 

Saturday, October 2 

Class of 1970 Memorial Service 
10 - 11:15AM Evelyn Chapel 

 

Milestone Reunion Tailgate 11AM - 1PM  
Shirk Center Parking Lot – Football Game Follows 

 

Class of 1970 50th Class Reunion Dinner   
6:30 PM  DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Bloomington 

 

If you haven’t done so yet, follow these steps to make 

your 50th Class Reunion a great one: 
 

1. Register now. To have the best reunion possible, we 

need to know how many are planning to 

attend. Complete registration to be included in the count 

and view the growing list of those who already have!  Be 

sure to register for the Class of ‘70 Dinner on Saturday 

night with the cost for each of us (not our Guest) covered 

by IWU.  It only seems polite to register now so they can 

know how much food to plan for at the Class of ‘70 

Dinner! 
 

2. Book Your Hotel Stay. The DoubleTree by Hilton 

and the Holiday Inn & Suites Bloomington-Airport are 

host hotels for the weekend. View rates and contact 

information. 
 

3. Stay Connected. Follow the Class of 1970 Facebook 

page for photos, stories and updates, as well as 

the reunion webpage for the growing list of events. 

https://advance.iwu.edu/register/homecoming-2021
https://advance.iwu.edu/portal/reunion-preregistration?tab=1970_class
https://www.iwu.edu/homecoming/plan-your-stay.html
https://www.iwu.edu/homecoming/plan-your-stay.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2492057557549004
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2492057557549004
https://www.iwu.edu/reunion/1970.html
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A Special Honor for Kathy Lewton and our Class: 

By: Matt Wing 
(Reprinted from the IWU Magazine) 
     Only one name will be  

engraved on the Loyalty  

Award that Illinois Wesleyan  

presents to an individual at its  

Homecoming 2021 festivities,  

but the recipient of that award  

wishes there was room for a lot more. 

     Kathleen Larey Lewton ’70, the recipient of Illinois 

Wesleyan’s 2021 Loyalty Award, would like to share 

the honor with each and every member of her 

graduating class. “This really is an award for all of our 

class volunteers, including our reunion committee, so 

I’ll be accepting it and saying it’s for the Class of 

1970,” Lewton said. “It’ll be for our class members’ 

involvement and support of IWU since we came to 

campus 55 years ago.” 

     The Class of 1970 has been one of Illinois 

Wesleyan’s most active alumni groups. “People are 

involved via alumni chapters, helping with recruiting, 

speaking to classes, giving and raising contributions, 

working with faculty in their majors and the Career 

Center,” Lewton said. “The first Alumni Association 

Board president was Mark Sheldon ’70, and that’s just 

the topline list. 

     “Class member involvement is as varied as our 

class members were when we were on campus.”   

     The late 1960s and early 1970s were a time of 

change when young people worked to shape the world 

around them. IWU students at the time rallied to end 

the “women’s hours” curfew and compulsory chapel, 

and fought to allow jeans on campus and male 

visitation in women’s residence halls. They also 

responded to world events, like the assassinations of 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Robert F. Kennedy, the 

struggle for civil rights, the Vietnam War and the Kent 

State shootings. 

“Not everyone agreed, but we had a lot of dialogue 

and sharing of opinions, and it was always civil,” 

Lewton said. “After Kent State, some wanted the flag 

lowered. On many campuses, students just pulled the 

flag down, but in our IWU way, a group asked 

President (Robert) Eckley for permission, which was 

later given after a Student Senate vote to make the 

formal request.” 

 

Members of the Class of 1970 were engaged then. 

And they’re engaged now. 

     “You got to know your classmates really well, 

and not just the people in your major or who you 

lived with. You got to know the people you worked 

with on committees, social events, Student Senate 

and more,” Lewton said. “The other reason I think 

so many of us are still so involved is because of the 

amazing faculty who taught and supported us.” 

     Lewton’s connection to IWU has remained 

particularly strong. She’s never missed a 

Homecoming, despite a career that’s taken her all 

over the country. Lewton wrote for The Pantagraph 

before segueing into health/science public relations, 

at Bowling Green State University, two leading 

academic medical centers and several global PR 

agencies, before finally founding a consulting firm 

with two colleagues in 2005. 

     Lewton, of course, brings that communications 

background and passion to her IWU service: more 

than 20 years as a trustee (now co-chairing the 

marketing committee and serving on the diversity 

initiatives committee); hosting fundraisers; chairing 

inauguration events; recruiting students; and, of 

course, leading the class reunion committee since 

graduation. 

     And for its 50th class reunion, the Class of 1970 

has endowed two “Spirit Awards,” a faculty/staff 

award and a student scholarship. “Everyone who has 

served on our reunion committees was active when 

they were students,” Lewton said. “If there’s a 

lesson there, it’s that campus activists become loyal 

alums, and looking at our recent and current 

students, I can see we have many more loyalists 

joining the ranks.” 

 

	

	
The	Class	of	’70	Rocks!!	
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 CLASS OF ’70 DEMONSTRATES ITS TITAN 

PRIDE AND SPIRIT THROUGH ITS 

GENEROSITY 

 

One of the most meaningful ways to stay connected 

to IWU is by staying engaged through our support of 

the university financially. Currently, the Class of ’70 

has a little over 300 “active” class members, 

meaning that Wesleyan has contact information and 

records for those 300 plus individuals. Of that 

number, approximately 45% have made financial 

contributions to IWU in the last 6 years. That is a 

really high percentage!  However, even more 

significant, since our 45th Class Reunion in 2015, the 

Class of 1970 has contributed (are you ready for 

this?), $1,150,000 to the university through a variety 

of giving initiatives! That is truly awesome! A huge 

thank you to all of you who made that happen. 

 

In addition, as part of that total and after our 45th 

Reunion, we created the Class of ’70 Spirit Award.  

Originally, it was designed to honor current faculty 

and staff who encourage and inspire students 

through their exceptional support for and 

engagement with students. However, after recently 

seeing the huge need for additional student 

scholarship assistance, we expanded that award to 

also include a student scholarship component. Our 

goal was to raise $50,000 by our 50th Reunion…”50 

for 50.” In just the last few months, we have 

exceeded that $50,000 goal! We now have enough 

funds to endow both initiatives ($25,000 

each)…another milestone for the Class of ’70! 

 

One of the highlights of our 50th/51st Class Reunion 

Dinner on October 2nd will be the presentation of 

both awards to two most deserving recipients (one 

staff and one student). 

 

Again, thanks to all of you who have made a 

difference to IWU through your thoughtfulness and 

generosity.  The Class of ’70 has made a huge 

impact on the university over the past 51 years and 

will continue to do so in the years that lie ahead. 
 

Bill Devore 

President, IWU Class of 1970 

 

Class of 1970 Spirit Award Donors 

 

Brent A. Anderson 

Brent D. Anderson 

Patricia M. Armstrong 

Steven and Debra Burrichter 

Allen E. Cooke 

Ann Henningsen Cooke 

William L. Devore 

Charlotte Bennison Donat 

Earl Franz 

George P. (Sonny) Freeman 

Donald E. Garrison 

Nancy Wilson Garrison 

John A. Hale 

Roy D. Hankins 

Mary A. Herring 

Roberta Knoderer McDonald 

William R. Knoderer 

Susan W. Krause 

Stephen T. Laird 

Kathleen Larey Lewton 

John (Colby) Martin 

Karen Zander Metzger 

William A. Morrison 

Susan Hoffman Rehrer 

Spencer Sauter 

Karen J. Short Mills 

Wenona Y. Whitfield 

Barbara Grace Wilson 

David Wilson 

 

Class of 1970  

Endowed Scholarship Award Donors 

 

Brent A. Anderson 

Brent D. Anderson 

Patricia M. Armstrong 

Steven and Debra Burrichter 

Nels E Calvert 

 

(the list continues on page 5) 

          



 
Something Like                September 2021 Page 5 

 
Class of 1970 

Endowed Scholarship Award Donors 

(Continued) 

 

Thomas C. Cawley 

Kathryn L. Gollier Cawley 

David V. Coates 

Jane E. Snell Copes 

Linda K. Crowley 

Donald F. De Groat 

William Devore 

Keith Brown Dubois 

Earl Franz 

George P. (Sonny) Freeman 

William W. Froom 

Donald E. Garrison 

JoAnn M. Carlson (Jody) Glotfelty 

Jane Jackson Gramkow 

Thomas J. Gramkow 

John A. Hale 

Mary Wright Herring 

R. Lynn Walker Johnson 

Stephen T. Laird 

Joseph W. Lauher 

Mary A. Leach 

Kathleen Larey Lewton 

John (Colby) Martin 

Karen Zander Metzger 

Dale M. Miller 

Karen J. Short Mills 

William A. Morrison 

Pamela Stratton Muir 

Robert E. Jr. Pedersen 

Sara Dobson Pedersen 

Brad H. Pfaff 

Susan Hoffman Rehrer 

Barry L. Swanson 

Gail Zumwalt Swanson 

Deborah Moorehead Thorpe 

Suzanne L. Vertuno 

Wenona Y. Whitfield 

Robert E. Williams 

Barbara Grace Wilson 

David Wilson 

 

50th Anniversaries: 

I know a number of you are celebrating 

special anniversaries.  Please let us know and 

send us a picture to share.  I just got word of 

this one: 

 

Kon Swee and Su Chen write: 

 
This is a photograph taken at Salt Grass 

Steak House in Houston for the celebration 

of our Golden Anniversary, July 31st 2021. 

Both of our daughters, Kim (from France and 

sitting next to me) and Lian (standing 2nd on 

right) and part of their families and Kelly 

(Su’s niece from Chicago) and her family 

also attended. It was a fun time for all and 

very memorable. 

 
Thoughts of Football Games Past & Future … 

 
(Above) Fresh field and new IWU track.  (Below) 

Football players from the past have entered their 

names on a wall under the stands.  Not all, but many... 
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Hello Friends, 

 

     This class of 1970 reunion dinner will be 

the first one my dad, Lee Short, will miss in 

many years. He was delighted to see all of you 

who attended our last dinner in 2015.  He 

proudly wore his Honorary Class of 1970 T-

shirt that he received at that dinner until he 

passed away in 2017.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Lee Short came to IWU in in 1941 as a 

freshman from Belvedere on a music (French 

horn) scholarship. He was the first in his 

family to go to college, and his parents were 

incredibly proud of him.  

     He left school in 1943 to enlist , along with 

his entire fraternity house (Phi Mu Alpha),  

in the Army Air force Band led by Glenn 

Miller. They entertained the troops on most 

bases in the South Pacific until the war ended 

in 1945. They luckily had no casualties from 

many attacks, and all returned to Wesleyan for 

2 more years until they graduated in 1947.  

     Lee was a successful high school band 

leader for several years until he received a job 

offer to return to his Alma Mater to teach and 

lead the marching band. It was in the summers 

that he was employed by the Admissions 

Department to recruit music majors to the 

freshman class. He was so successful and liked 

Admissions so much that he accepted the full 

time position of Admissions Director. 

     He continued in that role until that fateful 

landmark year, 1966, when he admitted the 

class of 1970! 

      

 

     Dad loved his job and took the essay and 

interview over test scores and grade point when he 

made his admission decisions. He was proud of the 

fact that he gave some people a second chance 

based on life circumstances and potential. He 

always followed  “his classes” as they progressed 

through college and after. He was incredibly proud 

of his choices for Wesleyan’s legacy. 

     This year, as we celebrate the 50+ Anniversary 

of the class of 1970, I believe his spirit is once 

again cheering us on and encouraging us to remain 

as loyal to Wesleyan as he was over the many 

years!  We thank you, Mr.Short!  

 

Karen Short Mills ‘70 

 

 

Please remember that you can connect to the IWU 

Class of 1970 Reunion at various places: 

 

 

Class of 1970 Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/249

2057557549004  

Video of IWU Campus Scenes  

June 1970 

https://vimeo.com/467407319 

 

 https://vimeo.com/46740731

9  
 

 

Illinois Wesleyan University Class of ’70: 

https://www.iwu.edu/reunion/1970.html  

OR IWU Class of 1970 Pictures: 

https://www.iwu.edu/reunion/1970-

memory-lane.pdf  

OR IWU Class of ’70 Music from our time 

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/6OKlk5N

7vTkOh8vFWhOz6T  

There is MORE…Please check our reunion page 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2492057557549004
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2492057557549004
https://vimeo.com/467407319
https://vimeo.com/467407319
https://vimeo.com/467407319
https://www.iwu.edu/reunion/1970.html
https://www.iwu.edu/reunion/1970-memory-lane.pdf
https://www.iwu.edu/reunion/1970-memory-lane.pdf
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/6OKlk5N7vTkOh8vFWhOz6T
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/6OKlk5N7vTkOh8vFWhOz6T
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Campus Life Starts to Return to “Normal”: 

Students have moved back into their dorms, 

 
and the school year at IWU is beginning.  August 

23rd was the first day of classes. 

 

 

 

Normal this year, however, includes most having 

been vaccinated for Covid and wearing masks 

whenever you are indoors.  Still, all things 

considered, it is so much better to be back at 

IWU face to face with your teachers and friends. 

 

 
What is hoped to be a great year, begins on the 

campus we all love! 
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I hope you have enjoyed this edition of the Class of 

1970 Newsletter, Something Like the Argus.  My 

special thanks to those who contributed to this issue:  

Bill Devore, Karen (Short) Mills, Barbara (Grace) 

Wilson, Kathy (Larey) Lewton, Dave Wilson, 

Spencer Sauter, Kon Swee Chin, Kaylee Kurtz, and 

the IWU photographers. 
   

I am always looking for stories about each of you to 

put into Something Like the Argus.  Our final issue 

covering Homecoming will go out in November.  

Please send your information by late October to: 
SteveBurrichter.IWUclassof1970@gmail.com 

 

TO DO Before Homecoming 

 Make My Hotel Reservation (See page 2) 

 Get my Covid shots (if you haven’t done so) 

and bring your mask (required) 

 Call/write/email my friends to encourage 

them to come to our 50th Homecoming party! 

 Get Ready for Fun!!! 

Fire up for Homecoming – Our 50th Reunion!!  

I look forward to seeing you in person in October!!! 

     Steve 

 

 

Freshman Year: 

 

Senior Year: 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:SteveBurrichter.IWUclassof1970@gmail.com

