
Call for the Summer Writing Group 
 

The Summer Writing Group is charged, by Curriculum Council – including its ex officio 
members, the Associate Dean of the Faculty and the General Education Director – with moving 
IWU towards a more focused, fundable vision for how we can improve student writing and 
critical thinking skills over the full period of undergraduate study.  Specifically, the group will: 
 
1) Develop a prioritized list of methods for increasing and supporting campus dialogue and 

faculty endeavors that promote student development in writing and critical thinking.  This 
will require the group to: 

a. Gather and Evaluate Information. 
i. Visit colleges and universities identified as having either (1) exemplary 

writing across the curriculum (WAC) programs, especially at the upper level 
and/or (2) high quality faculty dialogue about and engagement with the 
teaching of writing, especially with respect to its critical thinking component 
(e.g., Willamette, Carleton College, University of Puget Sound, North 
Carolina State University). 

ii. Consult with individuals with relevant expertise, including faculty from IWU 
and other institutions.  Such consultations might include a conversation with 
Greg Columb, Professor of English and Director of the Writing Program at the 
University of Virginia, who is available in Bloomington/Normal on June 1st. 

iii. Review the literature on how universities can effectively support and 
encourage faculty in their efforts to promote student development in writing 
and critical thinking, especially in courses beyond the introductory writing 
course. 

iv. Review relevant institutional documents relating to IWU students’ writing 
development. 

b. Work Collaboratively. 
i. Work with the Associate Dean of Faculty to explore and assess potential 

funding opportunities. 
ii. If relevant, collaborate with other writing-focused work groups to share 

information and avoid duplication of efforts (e.g., a group working on 
Gateway concerns). 

 
2) Communicate Findings. 

a. Provide a written report of activities and recommendations to CC, the SCRTF, and 
the Provost (estimated date: August 2007).  This report should be suitable for 
dissemination to the faculty and use by concerned constituencies. 

b. Meet with the CC, the SCRTF, and the Provost to report on activities, findings, and 
recommendations for moving IWU toward a more focused, fundable vision for how 
we can improve student writing and critical thinking skills (estimated date: September 
2007). 

c. Co-sponsor, with the reporting bodies, at least one open faculty forum to share 
findings and recommendations (estimated date: October 2007). 

d. If, as anticipated, a subsequent grant-seeking committee is formed, the summer 
writing group will meet with this group to provide context and guidance. 

 
The Summer Writing Group will Report to 

• Curriculum Council (CC), including its ex officio members – the Associate Dean of the 
Faculty and the General Education Director 

• The Provost 
• Strategic Curricular Review Task Force (SCRTF) 


