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Dear Friends: 
 
As another year is drawing to a close, I want to thank you for the many things you have done 
collectively and individually.  
 
In a short period, we have made important and difficult adjustments to our budget and enrolment 
models that have been driven more by opportunity than any of us would wish, but through 
collaborative efforts we are now positioned for future reallocations - and ideally some growth - to 
be undertaken strategically. I am particularly grateful for the work completed by the Strategic 
Curricular Planning Task Force aided by faculty across the university. Integrating that 
groundwork with the Strategic Plan will help us to make important revisions to our curriculum. 
 
During the coming year, I encourage the faculty to examine how we can collectively strengthen the 
educational experience of all of our students individually, programmatically, and institutionally. 
Three components that should be at the forefront of this work are: the revision of General 
Education, programmatic curricular planning, and a thoughtful expansion of experiential learning 
through a more intentional use of student employment. 
 
Important considerations should include using this work to strengthen our identity and to develop 
some shared language to convey the advantages of an Illinois Wesleyan education to external (and 
honestly internal) audiences more effectively. It is also important to recognize that the majority of 
our faculty joined the university after the current General Education program was adopted and 
after many of our current disciplinary curricula were formed. It is critical that the faculty owns the 
curriculum rather than serve as custodians. This important work will help us to revitalize that 
ownership. 
 
General Education 
 
As we undertake a review of the General Education program, I strongly encourage the faculty to 
begin by developing a list of learning outcomes they expect of all of our students. This is similar to 
the approach used to develop our current program two decades ago. By beginning with a student-
centered framework of what we wish each graduate of Illinois Wesleyan to be able to “do, think, or 
know,” we can begin to have a non-territorial conversation of our collective expectations for the 
General Education curriculum. This should lead us into discussions of the contributions that 
program makes to our identity as a liberal-arts institution.  
 
We are unique among all selective four-year residential colleges for our singular offering of pre-
professional programs alongside curricula in the arts and sciences that are consistent with 
traditional liberal-arts colleges. This distinction has the potential to become a greater strength of 
the university. The variety of academic practices within these disciplines offers us a richer 
collective palette of research techniques and pedagogies than any peer institution. Imaginatively 
exploring deeper integrations within this panoply of educational opportunities will allow us to 
become an even stronger university, and frankly can be fun. 
 
 
 



Programmatic Curricular Planning 
 
Concurrent with our General Education review, I would like programs to conduct a similar 
analysis of their curricula addressing these questions:  

 If the faculty within each program were to start with a blank slate, what learning outcomes 
and experiences would they want from all of their students? 

 How would that best be delivered?  
 Once that core is determined, what additional curricula would be most valuable with the 

current resources?  
 Examining these models against current assessments and the most recent program 

reviews, how could the model be strengthened?  
 What resource needs remain? 

 
I would like to meet with chairs individually to discuss how these models can be better integrated 
with the students’ General Education experience and future budget and staffing plans. 
 
Reimagining Student Employment 
 
The university has made great strides in expanding experiential-learning opportunities. 
Throughout the coming year, we should be looking for ways to enhance the educational benefits of 
work-study. 
 
A small group of faculty and staff has been discussing ways in which we can broaden and enhance 
learning outcomes within student employment. This fall, a few areas on campus will pilot the use 
of AAC&U’s LEAP learning outcomes http://www.aacu.org/leap/essential-learning-outcomes to 
guide their evaluation and feedback with student employees. We can use their experiences to 
guide future conversations about how we can be more intentional in our co-curricular approach to 
student employment. 
 
Academic Theme 
 
Below, I have pasted a call for projects related to next year’s academic theme, Nation(s) Divided? 
Please think about ways in which we can use this initiative to help our students and each other to 
think and work across disciplines. 
 
 
Commencement 
 
Please make every effort to attend commencement on 3 May. This is one of the most important 
and rewarding events of the academic year. Students appreciate your presence at this event, 
which celebrates the accomplishments you have helped them to achieve. 
 
With best wishes for a successful completion of the year, 
 
Jonathan 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.aacu.org/leap/essential-learning-outcomes


To: Faculty, Staff, and Students 
From: Jonathan Green, Provost and Karla Carney-Hall, Dean of Students 
RE: 2015-16 Annual theme:  Nation(s) Divided? 
 
As part of our strategic initiatives and commitment to a strong intellectual campus environment, 
we continue to enhance the use of intellectual themes in campus programming.  Ultimately, the 
goal is create an annual campus-wide theme that serves to frame programming for the summer 
reading, convocations, May term programming, and any other potential collaborative efforts 
across campus. 
For 2015-16, the theme that’s been selected is “Nation(s) Divided?”  The histories of nations and 

peoples are framed by divisions. This year the United States will recognize the sesquicentennial of 

the conclusion of the Civil War, which saw this nation divided and led to a loss of life unrivaled in 

our national history. The conclusion of this conflict saw a period of Reconstruction and 

reunification, but historians have and continue to question the degree to which the United States 

has ever been truly united from its founding as an independent republic. Current political, cultural, 

social, and economic fissures reify national divides in public opinion and lived experience. Many 

nations experience a similar phenomenon of unity/disunity as individuals seek authentic, lived 

experiences that transcend national boundaries, loyalties, identities, histories, and geographies.   

 

Within the world, global conversations are taking place around: immigration and emigration, 

environment and human impact, threats and risks to global health, economic and political 

instability, freedom of expression as it intersects with faith and religion, and constructions of 

human identity and self-understanding, just to name a few.  These conversations have the 

potential to unite or to divide us as nations and as individuals, but we have an opportunity to 

achieve mutual and holistic understanding through nuanced, thoughtful exploration in the best 

tradition of the liberal arts.  

  

The theme of “Nation(s) Divided?” invites us to cross, intersect, and transcend borderlands in the 

ways we think about others and ourselves by deconstructing notions of unity and division, of 

nations and national identities. We invite all students, faculty, and staff to explore the concepts 

and realities of “Nation(s) Divided?” and we encourage you to think about how this theme can be a 

part of the programs that your department, class, or student organization may sponsor this year.  

 
We invite all students, faculty and staff to explore the concepts and realities of nation(s) divided 
this year.  Any programs that your department, class, or student organization may be sponsoring 
that may fall into this theme are encouraged.  We are happy to include additional programs in the 
list of activities and grant access to the developed logo for your publicity.  Please contact Student 
Affairs, 556-3111, dstudent@iwu.edu with event details for inclusion. 
 
 
  



Recent Faculty Activities: 
 
Crystal Boyce has had her research, "Secret Shopping as User Assessment Tool," accepted as a 
poster session for the American Library Association Annual Conference in San Francisco, June 
2015. Fewer than half the submissions were accepted. 
 
On May 12, 2015, Darryl Brown, will present "Does the firm's reported income tax expense really 
matter? An empirical analysis of reported effective tax rates and equity prices of US 
multinationals," at the 2015 National Economics and Business Society's 16 annual conference in 
Panama City, Panama.   
  
Meghan Burke gave a paper at the Midwest Sociological Society meeting (March 25-29, 2015) 
called "The State of Research on Color-Blind Racism: Established Ground and New Frontiers," and 
her first book, Racial Ambivalence in Diverse Communities was featured on a book panel.  Meghan 
also supervised Sen (Jules) Wang '15, who did a poster presentation on his paper, "Desirable as a 
Man? Hegemonic Masculinity and Asian American Gayness." 
 
Linda French and physics major Jennifer Sieben '17 have co-authored a paper on "Rotation 
Lightcurves of Small Jovian Trojan Asteroids" in the planetary astronomy journal Icarus. 
 
Brenda Lessen and two colleagues have published "Establishing Intervention Fidelity of an Oral 
Motor Intervention for Preterm Infants" in the March/April 2015 edition of Neonatal Network. 
This original research study was done with IWU honors student Clare Goebel Morello '10, who is 
now an RN in a Neonatal Intensive Care Unit in Chicago and pursuing her doctorate at the 
University of Illinois at Chicago to become a Neonatal Nurse Practitioner. 
 
Artwork by Gallery Director Carmen Lozar is included in the exhibition, "No Woman, No Cry" 
currently on display at the Muriel Guépin Gallery in New York. 
 
Adiana Ponce delivered a guest talk, Convergence, Digression, Circularity and Transformation as 
Elements of Romantic Form in Chopin, as part of the Carrigan Music Theory Lecture Series at the 
University of Michigan (on 3/26). 
 
Molly Robey will present “Domesticating Palestine: Biblical Geography and the American 
Woman’s Home” as part of the Geography/Geology/Geohydrology Explorations and Observations 
(GGGEO) series at Illinois State University. 
 
David Vayo attended the March 7 performance of Short Subject, his humorous musical-theatre 
piece for two tubas and two euphoniums, at Henderson State University in Arkadelphia, Arkansas; 
the performance was on the program of the Society of Composers Region VI conference.  Vayo was 
at the University of Northern Iowa on March 28 for the Iowa Composers Forum Spring Festival, 
where the program included his Three for Two for two clarinets. The Concordance Ensemble 
played Vayo's Swarm Wind Speak at Clarke University in Dubuque, Iowa on April 1. 
 
 
 


