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Illinois Wesleyan University recognizes the importance of exceptional academic advising as a critical 
aspect of students’ educational experiences.  Academic advising is a continuous process whereby 
faculty advisors provide developmental academic support and personalized guidance for students 
throughout their college career.    

Mission of Academic Advising at Illinois Wesleyan University 

The mission of academic advising at Illinois Wesleyan University is for faculty and staff to: actively 
collaborate with students in developing and implementing cohesive and holistic educational plans as 
they pursue their academic, professional, and personal goals; guide students to campus resources that 
will assist them in achieving their goals; and foster an understanding and deep appreciation of the 
purpose and value of the liberal arts in higher education. 

Goals of Academic Advising at Illinois Wesleyan University 

● Connect students to knowledgeable and informed advisors who demonstrate expertise, care
and respect.

● Establish engaged partnerships between advisors and students based on shared responsibility.
● Foster students’ understanding of the value of a liberal arts education and the general

education program.
● Guide students as they:

○ transition from high school to college and integrate into the broader IWU community;
○ identify personal strengths, abilities, and interests;
○ clarify academic, personal, and professional goals;
○ investigate the available programs of study and learn about the major and minor

exploration process;
○ recognize and engage in educational and experiential opportunities (e.g., departmental

research projects, internships, studying abroad, co-curricular involvement, participation
in student organizations, civic engagement, etc.);

○ utilize campus resources (e.g., Counseling and Consultation Services, Hart Career Center,
International Office, etc.) to maximize their unique educational and personal potential;

○ understand and take responsibility for knowing specific curricular requirements
(including deadlines), as well as university policies and procedures; and

○ develop and continually assess a cohesive and holistic academic plan for timely
graduation based upon demonstrated academic abilities, personal interests, and
expressed goals.
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Student Learning Outcomes 

Students will: 
● know who their academic advisor(s) is and whom to contact for academic advising assistance;
● identify fields of study that are consistent with their interests, abilities and life goals;
● develop and implement holistic academic plans;
● pursue educational and experiential opportunities that help them reach their goals;
● know how to locate university policies and procedures related to academic standing,

registration, and academic deadlines;
● know the requirements for their major(s)/minor(s);
● know the general education and university graduation requirements;
● utilize the MyIWU degree evaluation tool for curricular planning and to evaluate their progress

toward degree completion; and
● know where and how to access appropriate campus resources (e.g., Counseling and 

Consultation Services, Hart Career Center, International Office, etc.) that accommodate their 
unique needs.


