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Curriculum Council Agenda 
 

April 17, 2017 
 

Proposed Revised English (Writing Sequence) Major 
 
What are your current requirements and what are the proposed changes?  
 
Currently, the English Major (Writing sequence) requires as its capstone course English 480: 
Senior Seminar. The English department proposes to change this requirement to English 401: 
Senior Writing Project.  
 
Upon what are your new program requirements based? (Are they supported by a survey of 
similar programs, recommended by external evaluators, externally mandated?)  
 
For some time, English majors in our department’s writing sequence have requested a capstone 
experience designed specifically for them. So, in 2013, the department began to offer English 
401: Senior Writing Project (which the catalog describes thus: “Capstone experience for English-
Writing majors requires thoughtful study of portfolio work and completion of an extensive, 
ambitious individual project that’s both a logical extension of the student’s work and a new 
challenge”).  
 
However, English 401 in fact has never counted for an English-writing major’s senior seminar 
requirement. So far, it has only been an elective course. Regardless of which sequence of which 
they were a part, each major had to take English 480 for their official capstone experience, and 
English 480 typically has been a literature course—as the catalog description states, English 480 
involves, “Intensive study of a particular topic, author, or genre.” Recognizing the need to appeal 
more directly to the writing sequence majors in their senior seminar classes, approximately half 
of the English faculty who have taught English 480 in the past five years have allowed a creative 
option for a student’s final, major project. 
 
Thus, the shift to allowing English 401 to count as the official capstone course in the English-
writing sequence largely is a matter of following through on trends and tendencies already at 
play in the curriculum and in senior seminar courses. However, there are two additional reasons 
for this change. 
 
First, it aligns us with peer and aspirant institutions. Of the twelve peer and aspirant institutions 
the department examined (Augustana, Carleton, Denison, DePauw, Franklin & Marshall, 
Kenyon, Knox, Lawrence, Macalaster, Rhodes, St. Olaf, and Wooster), nine clearly require a 
kind of experience similar to English 401 for their English-writing majors. (Please see appendix 
A.) 
 
Second, this will allow faculty teaching in the writing sequence to collectively work on signature 
work initiatives. English 401 is an ideal course for students to engage in the kind of significant, 
individual, creative, immersive project that characterizes signature work. With English 401 as a 
capstone, English faculty who teach creative writing courses may begin to think more 
systematically about 1) how to prepare students for this kind and level of work (for example, 



 2 

exploring e-portfolios as a medium), and 2) what this work might result in, including, perhaps, a 
required publication (either in print, or else a public reading / performance). 
 
How does the proposed change affect staffing?  
 
The proposed change will not affect staffing. During Fall, 2013, and Fall, 2014, the English 
department made English 401 available to majors without any need for additional staffing. Thus, 
there is no reason to think that requiring the course will alter staffing significantly. With the 
hiring of a tenure-track faculty member this year, we are even more prepared to add this course 
into faculty rotation on the writing sequence side of the major. 
 
The one change that the department can foresee is that the two sections of English 480 it offers 
each year might shift to become one section of English 480 and one section of English 401. But 
this is not a major shift, and its effects can easily be absorbed by the department. 
 
Explain how the library, computer, media or other resources are or are not adequate? (If 
resources are not adequate, please indicate how they will be acquired.)  
 
Existing campus resources are adequate for this curricular change. As noted, English 401 already 
has been offered in two different years, and no lack of resources was noted. 
 
Provide a description for the University Catalog. 
 
Whereas items 6 – 8 in the list of English (Writing sequence) major requirements used to read: 
 

6. Two upper division writing courses from 301 (may be repeated for credit with different 
subject matter), 315, 325, 335, and 401. 
7. One additional course in writing from 101, 201-206, 301-335, 401, and 485-writing. 
8. English 480. 

 
They will now read: 
 

6. Two upper division writing courses from 301 (may be repeated for credit with different 
subject matter), 315, 325, and 335. 
7. One additional course in writing from 101, 201-206, 301-335, and 485-writing. [Please 
note that below we make the argument to include, as well, the following: THEA 341 or 
342, as well, may fulfill this requirement.] 
8. English 401.  
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Appendix A 
Peer and Aspirant Institution Capstone Courses for Writing Sequence Students 
 
Of our twelve peer and aspirant institutions (Augustana, Carleton, Denison, DePauw, Franklin & 
Marshall, Kenyon, Knox, Lawrence, Macalaster, Rhodes, St. Olaf, and Wooster), nine clearly 
offer their English-creative writing majors a capstone experience that allows majors to focus on 
creative work. They are listed below. Some of the other three may do this, but it’s not clear from 
their online major requirements and course descriptions, so we’ve simply not included them 
here. 
 
Augustana 
 
Creative Writing major requires: 
 

ENCW-490 Creative Writing Senior Inquiry 
 
Individual study consisting of one-on-one discussion of readings selected by faculty 
mentor, written reflection on student’s artistic and vocational goals, and a public reading 
organized, with oversight by mentors, by the students themselves. To be taken senior 
year. Prerequisites: substantial completion of the declared ENCW major. 

 
Carleton 
 
The required English 400: Integrative Exercise allows for a  
 

Creative Writing Option: Creation of a work of literary art.  Open only to students who 
have completed at least two creative writing courses (one of which must be at the 300 
level) by the end of Fall term senior year. 

 
Denison 
 

The senior capstone is English 453-454 in which students complete a collection of their 
work (poetry, stories, drama, and/or nonfiction) by year’s end. 

 
DePauw 
 
Requires English 412: Seminar in Writing: 
 

This is an advanced creative writing workshop in which students design their own 
independent projects under the guidance of the instructor. Seminars generally explore a 
specific genre in depth. Prerequisite: senior classification and the successful completion 
of three courses in writing above the 100 level, two at the 300 level. 
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Franklin & Marshall 
 
Requires English 480: Advanced Creative Writing Workshop: 
 

This is an advanced workshop for writers of fiction, poetry, nonfiction or drama. Each 
student will use the semester to finish writing, revising and organizing a creative writing 
thesis—a body of the student’s best work. Participants will read and discuss their own 
and each other’s theses-in-progress. Students will be expected to revise and tighten 
individual poems or stories, to shape their theses and to understand the aesthetic choices 
they are making. Each student must write an introduction to his or her thesis. Permission 
of the instructor required.  

 
Kenyon 
 
Requires ENGL 405 Senior Seminar in Creative Writing or ENGL 497 Honors Seminar. 
 

ENGL 405 SENIOR SEMINAR IN CREATIVE WRITING 
 

Offered in more than one section each spring semester, this seminar is required for 
English majors pursuing an emphasis in creative writing. The course will involve critical 
work on a topic chosen by the instructor (such as "Reliable and Unreliable: Investigating 
Narrative Voice," "Beginnings and Endings," "The Little Magazine in America" and 
"Documentary Poetics") to provide context and structure for students' creative work. 
Students should check online listings for the specific focus of each section. Although not 
primarily a workshop, this seminar will require students to work on a substantial creative 
project (fiction, nonfiction or poetry). Students pursuing honors will take ENGL 497 
rather than the Senior Seminar. Prerequisite: open only to senior English majors who are 
completing the emphasis in creative writing. 

 
Knox 
 
Requires  
 

Senior portfolio for writing majors: ENG 399. 
 
Lawrence 
 

The English department’s Senior Experience may be fulfilled through one of several 
options [including]…An advanced course in creative writing with additional work 
determined by the instructor (taken during the junior or senior year); students should plan 
ahead so that they complete the necessary prerequisite for the advanced course in creative 
writing… 

 
Macalaster 
 
For the English-Creative Writing major: 
 

The capstone experience must be in creative writing rather than literature.  
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Request for Curriculum Council Action 
Add the Option of THEA 341 or THEA 342 Counting for the English Major (Writing 
Sequence) 
Submitted by the Department of English 
April 3, 2017 
 
The Department of English wishes to make a small revision to its English Major (Writing 
Sequence). We wish to add the option that students can count one unit of THEA 341. 
 
What are your current requirements and what are the proposed changes? 
 
Major (Writing sequence, 12 Courses): 
 
The writing sequence usually requires a minimum of five semesters to accommodate the 
additional course work. Students may focus on creative writing, journalism, or multiple genres. 
A minimum of twelve courses from English departmental offerings is required: 
 

1. English 280 
2. One lower division literature course from 220-259 
3. Three courses in literature at the 300/400 level. At least one must be pre-1830 literature 

(341-344, 366, 391, 393-394). 
4. One course in literature at the 100/200/300 level. 
5. Two lower division writing courses from 201, 202, 206, 211, 212, 272-writing. 
6. Two upper division writing courses from 301 (may be repeated for credit with different 

subject matter), 315, 325, 335, and 401. 
7. One additional course in writing from 101, 201-206, 301-335, 401, 485-writing. 
8. English 480 [Please note: as part of this request for CC action, we propose to change this 

requirement to English 401.] 
 
The English department proposes to add that students may count one unit of either THEA 341 or 
THEA 342 toward this major. (For details about what this would look like, see the final section 
of this proposal.) 
 
Upon what are your new program requirements based? (Are they supported by a survey of 
similar programs, recommended by external evaluators, externally mandated?)  
 
Our request entails a minor revision. With it, the department is simply making official what has 
for years been our practice: students have been able to count THEA 341 or THEA 342 as part of 
the English major (writing sequence). 
 
How does the proposed change affect staffing? 
 
Staffing is not affected—neither in the English department, nor, as indicated by the signature of 
the director of theatre arts, in the school of theatre arts. 
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Explain how the library, computer, media or other resources are or are not adequate? (If 
resources are not adequate, please indicate how they will be acquired.) 
 
Resources are adequate. 
 
Provide a description for the University Catalog: 
 
Major (Writing sequence, 12 Courses): 
 
The creative writing sequence usually requires a minimum of five semesters to accommodate the 
additional course work. Students may focus on creative writing, journalism, or multiple genres. 
A minimum of twelve courses from English departmental offerings is required: 
 

1. English 280 
2. One lower division literature course from 220-259 
3. Three courses in literature at the 300/400 level. At least one must be pre-1830 literature 

(341-344, 366, 391, 393-394). 
4. One course in literature at the 100/200/300 level. 
5. Two lower division writing courses from 201, 202, 206, 211, 212, 272-writing. 
6. Two upper division writing courses from 301 (may be repeated for credit with different 

subject matter), 315, 325, and 335. 
7. One additional course in writing from 101, 201-206, 301-335, and 485-writing. THEA 

341 or 342, as well, may fulfill this requirement. 
8. English 480 [Please note: as part of this request for CC action, we propose to change this 

requirement to English 401.] 
 


