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Proposed Graphic Design Minor 
 
 
Graphic design, web design, and design thinking are more relevant now than ever before. It is 
understandable that students in all areas of study wish to harness the power of image, branding, 
visual communication, and visual persuasion. 
 
While comparing Illinois Wesleyan's twelve aspirant institutions and their academic programs, I 
was surprised to learn that Augustana is the only institution with a major in graphic design. 
Augustana and Knox College are the only two offering a graphic design minor. It is 
advantageous for Illinois Wesleyan to offer both a major and minor in graphic design. 
 
State the requirements for the new program. 
 
A minimum of seven course units to include: 

A. Art 111, 141, 241, 242, 341 
B. One unit of photography from 140 or 240 
C. One unit of 300-level art history from 320 or 322 
 
Upon what are your program requirements based? 
 
Requirements provide a range of experiences relevant to contemporary design and professional 
practice. Comparatively, these requirements meet or exceed those of the aspirant institutions 
mentioned above. 
 
Is staffing sufficient? What staffing will be needed to cycle through all the required 
courses? 
 
All classes are currently offered. 
 
Is there sufficient student interest? How do you know? 
 
There are currently a minimum of six students interested in the minor. Four seniors (non-art 
majors) have completed 6-8 units in graphic design and web design courses. Three of those 
students have applied for the contract minor. Two business/marketing students have indicated 
they will declare an art minor when it becomes available. I believe this minor will become a 
popular choice among business, marketing, and entrepreneurship students. 
 
Explain how the library, computer, media or other resources are or are not adequate? 
 
We are well equipped to serve this major and minor with current resources. 



 
Are any courses required or recommended outside your department? 
 
No 
 
Does the new program overlap with existing programs? If so, please justify the 
duplication/overlap.  
 
No 
 
Provide a description for the University Catalog. 
 
Minor in Graphic Design: 
 
The minor in Graphic Design provides a broad understanding of visual communication theory 
and practice. Through the development of conceptual, aesthetic, and technical skills, students 
will create visual messages across a variety of media. This minor will benefit students in 
Business, Marketing, Design, Technology and Entrepreneurship, and areas where visual 
communication is vital. 


