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Proposed Creative Writing Minor 
 
 
State the requirements for the new program. (Consult the Catalog for the maximum and minimum 
for your college or school.) 
 
Minor in Creative Writing 
 
A minimum of six courses from English departmental offerings is required: 
 

1. One lower division creative writing course (101, 201, 202, 206) 
2. One upper division creative writing course (301) 
3. One additional creative writing course at the 200 or 300 level. THEA 341 or 342, as well, may 

fulfill this requirement. 
4. English 280 
5. Two additional literature courses 
6. With regard to the requirements listed above, of the total number of courses, only one course at the 

100 level may count toward the minor, and at least two must be at the 300 level or above. 
 
Upon what are your program requirements based? (Are they recommended by external evaluators, 
supported by a survey of similar programs, externally mandated, etc.?) 
 
The requirements for the proposed minor in creative writing are based on the following: 
 
University policy / precedent / standard operating procedure 
 
The six required courses for the minor in creative writing is within the range of courses (5-7) the 
University requires of minors. At six courses, it is the same as the number of courses offered in some 
other humanities minors, including philosophy and religious studies, and the minor in English, which is, 
for all intents and purposes, a minor in English-literature. Like the English-literature, philosophy, and 
religious studies minors, the minor in creative writing also requires two upper-division courses. 
 
A survey of similar programs 
 
The creative writing minor described above is very similar to the creative writing minors offered at peer 
and aspirant institutions. Of the twelve English departments from peer and aspirant institutions we 
examined (Augustana, Carleton, Denison, DePauw, Franklin & Marshall, Kenyon, Knox, Lawrence, 
Macalaster, Rhodes, St. Olaf, and Wooster), four (Augustana, Denison, Knox, and Lawrence) have 
creative writing minors. Each of these four minors requires students to complete six courses. Typically, 
these six courses include three courses in creative writing and three in literature. (Please see Appendix A.) 
 
Is staffing sufficient? What staffing will be needed to cycle through all the required courses? 
 
Staffing is sufficient.  
 



Is there sufficient student interest? How do you know? 
 
We believe there is. For many years, English faculty who teach creative writing courses that provide 
General Education credit (Arts for 101: Introduction to Creative Writing; Writing intensive for English 
206: Creative Nonfiction) have noted that a number of students go through their courses who not only are 
talented creative writers and/or take a real interest in the art of creative writing but also indicate that, if 
given the opportunity, they would like to take additional creative writing courses. However, so far the 
options for these students include either to major in the English-writing sequence (a demanding, 12-
course sequence), or take creative writing courses but not have them count toward a major or minor. The 
minor in creative writing provides IWU students interested in creative writing a way to pursue this 
interest. 
 
Explain how the library, computer, media or other resources are or are not adequate? 
(If resources are not adequate, please indicate how they will be acquired.) 
 
Existing library, computer, media, and other resources are adequate. 
 
Are any courses required or recommended outside your department? (If so, has the other 
department been consulted and do these colleagues agree?) 
 
No. THEA 341 and 342 are options, but are neither required nor specifically recommended. 
 
Does the new program overlap with existing programs? If so, please justify the duplication/overlap. 
  
It does not. 
 
Provide a description for the University Catalog. 
 
Minor in Creative Writing 
 
A minimum of six courses from English departmental offerings is required: 
 

1. One lower division creative writing course (101, 201, 202, 206) 
2. One upper division creative writing course (301) 
3. One additional creative writing course at the 200 or 300 level. THEA 341 or 342, as well, may 

fulfill this requirement. 
4. English 280 
5. Two additional literature courses 
6. With regard to the requirements listed above, of the total number of courses, only one course at the 

100 level may count toward the minor, and at least two must be at the 300 level or above.  



Appendix A 
Creative Writing Minors at Peer and Aspirant Institutions 
 
 
Denison 

To minor in English with a Creative Writing emphasis, students must take English 237 [“Introduction to 
Creative Writing”], one advanced writing workshop (English 383, 384, or 385 [creative non-fiction, 
fiction, and poetry]), two of the five required core 200 level [literature] courses, and two [literature] 
courses at the 300 level. English 400 can count as one of these advanced seminars. [The 400-level course 
is a year-long project: “This year-long project is required for a concentration in creative writing. 
Conducted under the directorship of a writing professor, each project will include an individual reading 
program and will result in a significant book-length manuscript of the student's creative work.”] 

Knox 
 
Requirements for the Creative Writing minor: 
 
6 credits as follows: 
 

• Introduction to Literature: ENG 120 
• Three Creative Writing courses (at least two at the 300-level) 
• One course in modern and/or contemporary literature 
• One course in an underrepresented literature or in literature written in a language other than 

English, to be taken either in the original language or in translation (this course may be taken in 
another department). 

 
Lawrence 
 
Requirements for the CW minor: 
 
For students majoring in English, completing the creative writing minor requires taking a minimum of 
three courses in creative writing, including courses in at least two different literary genres. These courses 
can be at any level. THAR: 427 Playwrighting may also be used to fulfill one of the courses in the minor. 
 
For students with majors outside of English, completing the creative writing minor requires taking a 
minimum of three courses in literary studies at any level in the English department as well as a minimum 
of three courses in creative writing. These creative writing courses need to include work in at least two 
different literary genres and can be at any level. Again, THAR: 427 Playwrighting may also be used to 
fulfill one of the courses in the minor. 
 
 
 


