
During the April 4th, 2016 faculty meeting the description of the John Wesley Powell Research 
Conference was discussed since the committee’s name was changed to Undergraduate Research Advisory 
Committee (URAC), along with its charge.  However, after the April 4th discussion the language in the 
Faculty Handbook on the committee’s description was never changed to reflect the comments made by 
the faculty.   
 
Current language on FHB description: John Wesley Powell Research Committee 
 
“The John Wesley Powell Research Committee organizes and promotes the John Wesley Powell Student 
Research Conference, held each April.  The full day Conference features student research and artistic 
creations from all disciplines, along with a keynote speaker.  Conference information is found at: 
http://www.iwu.edu/jwprc.  The workload is heaviest in the Spring Semester.  The Committee makes use 
of resources provided through the Associate Provost's Office.” 

Due to the change in the committee’s charge and its request of membership term, the Nominating 
Committee discussed the possibly of changing this committee from appointive to elective.  The 
Nominating Committee also worked with URAC to draft a more appropriate description for the Faculty 
Handbook.  Also Nominating Committee proposes this committee to move from being an appointive 
committee (Chapter III, B, Procedures and Policies for Standing Committees, 6 Nominating Committee 
Procedures, under list of Appointive Committees) to an elective committee (Chapter II, D, Article II under 
the list of Faculty Organization).   
 
New Proposed Language: Undergraduate Research Advisory Committee 
 

a. Organization 
The Undergraduate Research Advisory Committee shall consist of seven members of the faculty elected 
according to the procedures prescribed in Article V.  Committee members include broad faculty 
representation from across academic units on campus, as well as one non-voting student member 
appointed by Student Senate.  The members shall serve staggered two-year terms (three elected one year, 
four the next).  The Associate Provost shall be a non-voting, ex officio member.  The committee shall 
elect a Chair and a Vice-Chair, and the position of secretary shall rotate among the elected members of 
the faculty (excluding the Chair).  A majority of the elected membership shall constitute a quorum for the 
conduct of business. 
 

b. Function 
The Undergraduate Research Advisory Committee serves to encourage student research, scholarly work, 
and creative activity at all levels of the university curriculum.  The committee also assists the Associate 
Provost in pursuing initiatives to promote academic excellence in our students, by expanding research 
opportunities and enhancing the undergraduate research experience at the university.  This committee 
selects the student recipients of non-department specific summer fellowships such as the Eckley Scholars 
and Artists Program.  The committee organizes the annual John Wesley Powell Student Research 
Conference, which includes selecting the keynote speaker for the conference. 
 

c. Reports and Records 
The Undergraduate Research Advisory Committee shall announce the annual Eckley Scholars and Artists 
and the keynote speaker for the annual John Wesley Powell Student Research Conference.  The 
committee shall maintain meeting minutes and may control access to information on grounds of 
administrative or individual privacy when necessary. 


