
1 
January 23, 2017 

Curriculum Council Agenda 
 

January 23, 2017 

Proposed Advocacy Minor 
 

• State the requirements for the new program.  
 
Advocacy Minor Sequence 
The minor in Advocacy consists of six courses: two required courses and four electives.  Students must 
select one of three concentrations: Law, Public Administration, or Non-Profit Management.  The 
required courses consist of the core course and a concentration appropriate application 
course.  Students will take three electives within their concentration and may select a fourth elective 
from one of the two other concentrations or from the list of electives common to the minor.  Students 
must take at least two courses at the 300-level or above. 
  
A minimum of six courses to include: 

1.       PSCI 270, Engagement and the City: Millennials and the New Citizenship (required core 
course) 
2.       Completion of one of the three concentrations listed below. 

  
Public Administration Concentration 

1.       PSCI 396, City Internship (required application course) 
2.       One course selected from the following:  
SOC 314, Communities and Urban Sociology 
PSCI 392, Empirical Political Research 
3.       Two courses selected from the following: 
PSCI 101, American National Government 
PSCI 201, State and Local Government 
SOC 227, Social Statistics 
SOC 314, Communities and Urban Sociology 
PSCI 392, Empirical Political Research 
4.       One additional elective selected from the elective list in any of the three concentrations or 
from the electives common to the minor. 

  
Law Concentration 

1.       BUS 349, Seminar in Management: Trial Class (required application course) 
2.       Three courses selected from the following: 
PSCI 244, Voting, Voice, and Virtual Freedom 
PHIL 305, Philosophy of Law 
PSCI 307, constitutional Law: Judicial Review and Constitutional Interpretation 
BUS 355, Business Law I 
BUS 356, Business Law II 
3.       One additional elective selected from the elective list in any of the three concentrations or 
from the electives common to the minor. 
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Non-profit Management Concentration 
1.       PSCI/SOC 395, Action Research Seminar (required application course) 
2.       Three courses selected from the following: 
SOC 240, The Profession of Social Work 
SOC 362, Social Welfare and Human Services 
BUS 332, Marketing in Service Industries and Not-for-Profit Management 
PSCI/SOC 396, Internship Seminar 
PSCI/SOC 397, Internship in Administration 
PSCI/SOC 398, Grant Writing 
3.       One additional elective selected from the elective list in any of the three concentrations or 
from the electives common to the minor. 

  
Electives Common to the Minor: 

SOC 210, Social Organization 
ENST 200, Introduction to Geographic Information Systems (GIS) 
PSCI 281, American Social Policy 
ECON 100, Introduction to Economics 

  
• Upon what are your program requirements based? (Are they 

recommended by external evaluators, supported by a survey of similar 
programs, externally mandated, etc.?)  
 

This change follows the most recent ARC strategic planning review, which was prompted by the 
signature work challenge. An introductory course on citizenship has been a longstanding goal of the ARC 
program dating back to 2003. The 200-level core course was created to introduce students to the 
purposes of citizenship, to explain the variety of functions citizen advocates fulfill in American 
democracy today, and to provide scaffolding for signature projects by offering basic training in 
community-based research skills. The Mellon Engaging Tomorrow’s Students grant provided the 
opportunity to get the course organized on a team-teaching basis. 
 
Several peer and aspirant institutions have Centers similar to ARC. Carleton College, for example, has a 
Center for Community and Civic Engagement. Existing minors in support of civic engagement have 
various titles such as Social Justice, Advocacy, and other variants. Fairleigh Dickinson has a Social Justice 
Advocacy minor. Syracuse University has an Advocacy and Public Rhetoric Minor. Siena College has a 
Service and Advocacy Minor. The focus on citizenship is fairly unique. Simeone, Sikora, and Halperin 
have a chapter forthcoming on “Unscripted Civic Learning” in the American Political Science 
Association’s book promoting pedagogies of citizenship across the curriculum. The chapter specifies 
ARC’s practices as a model for civic engagement efforts on other campuses.    
 
The term “concentration” is used instead of “track”—which might otherwise be more appropriate for a 
cluster of courses in a minor—because the titles of concentrations appear on student transcripts and as 
such offer students a way to signal their interests to prospective programs of study.  
 
Some of the electives and one of the application courses have prerequisites (e.g., PSCI 201 and BUS 
349). But all such courses also have listed a “permission of instructor” override. This means that 
students will have to get the signatures of professors before they can register for the class, but this has 
been a standard practice already. For example, many Political Science students have taken Rob 
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Kearney’s Mock Trial class without having taken the business administration prerequisites, but are well 
prepared because they have taken other law courses. As Rob has explained, the prerequisite was 
created for gatekeeping purposes internal to business administration. 
 
The overlap between the Advocacy minor and the existing majors of Political Science, Business 
Administration, and Sociology means that students who select one of these majors and the minor will 
have to be aware of the university rule against double counting courses common to a major and minor. 
However this potential conflict may be relatively infrequent in that only SOC 227 and PSCI 392 are 
required courses in their majors. 
 
The nonprofit management concentration includes the option of two internships because ARC offers a 
wide array of internship opportunities in the nonprofit sector. Consequently, allowing two options 
strengthens the offerings in this concentration. PSCI 396 City Internship is a unique version of the PSCI 
396 course that meets bi-weekly, features lectures by city administrators, regular city council meeting 
attendance by the students, and shared project management between members of the city council (or 
executive staff )and the students.  It has been offered three times since 2010. 
 
• Is staffing sufficient? What staffing will be needed to cycle through all the 

required courses? 
 
The only new course is the core course, which will become part of Jim Simeone’s rotation on an 
alternate year basis. Karen Schmidt, depending on her schedule and student demand, may find time to 
teach it as well. If the course remains within Political Science, it will be rotated with Simeone’s theory 
course, a department requirement currently taught on a three-semester rotation. Greg Shaw teaches a 
fourth theory course in alternate years, which also satisfies the department requirement; in those years, 
his course opens a space in Simeone’s departmental duties where the new core course can be inserted.  
 
Currently the course is listed under the 270 experimental number. It may in the future join other courses 
in a social science “methods” series of 200 numbers currently under discussion. Other methods courses 
which could be housed in the social sciences and which have cross-curriculum appeal include 
ethnographic methods, descriptive statistics, qualitative research methods, GIS, and research design.  If 
the social science methods sequence does not pan out, a permanent 200-level number that makes 
sense within Political Science’s offerings will be selected. 
 
Business 349 Seminar in Management: Trial Class has been offered on a rotating basis—every fourth 
semester—for the last twelve years. This course is part of Rob Kearney’s regular rotation.  
 
• Is there sufficient student interest? How do you know? 
 
Students have supported the ARC seminar class in the past. Student enrollment in the 395 Seminar was 
19, 12, 17, 14 in each of the fall semesters of 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015. The 398 Grant Writing class 
has been similarly subscribed at 18, 22, 20, and 15 respectively.  
 
This core course is conceived as the introduction to ARC, which should give it a constituency. It is also a 
standalone course addressing the purposes and functions of citizenship and the tools of community-
based research. As such it is intended to serve students attracted to either the content or the method. 
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It is believed that the advocacy minor as a whole will be subscribed by the students because it will serve 
as a curricular foundation for IWU’s pre-law program. We are forever explaining to prospective and 
existing students that pre-law education should be understood as requiring a broad training in reading, 
writing, and reasoning on a variety of public interested topics. We explain that majors like English, 
history, economics, and Political Science are all typical “pre-law” majors and that law schools like 
Harvard and Yale frequently take students from Art, chemistry, religion, and indeed all liberal arts 
majors. While these are the facts, students continue to look for a way to signal their legal interests to 
prospective professional programs. Under the minor, the “pre-law” concentration will be entered on 
student transcripts.  
 
We expect that the advocacy minor will allow us to continue to promote a wide range of majors as pre-
law while also providing students with explicit civic and legal training. The core course will feature 
selections from Aristotle’s Rhetoric, where he defines advocacy quite broadly to include not only legal 
advocacy, but persuasive arts of all sorts. By pitching the minor thus broadly, we are able to provide 
students interested in public administration and nonprofit management with a curricular foundation as 
well. The Career Center’s post-graduation database indicates that these are two increasingly popular 
career destinations for our students. 
 
• Explain how the library, computer, media or other resources are or are 

not adequate? (If resources are not adequate, please indicate how they 
will be acquired.) 

 
Karen Schmidt and I have reviewed the library holdings and have begun addressing needs using the 
Political Science budget. Over the years, both community-based research and citizenship have been 
given periodic priority at different times within the Political Science department. 
 
• Are any courses required or recommended outside your department? (If 

so, has the other department been consulted and do these colleagues 
agree?) 

 
The chairs of Business Administration, Political Science, and Sociology/Anthropology, whose classes are 
significantly involved in the Minor, have all been consulted and have each signed off. I think I can fairly 
report that they are all strongly in support of the proposal. There are course electives in Economics, 
Philosophy, and Environmental Studies and the chairs of those programs have also been consulted and 
have granted approval of the new minor. They also support the proposal enthusiastically. Their e-mails 
of endorsement are being forwarded to the chair of CC. 
 
• Does the new program overlap with existing programs? If so, please 

justify the duplication/overlap. 
 
This program better articulates to students the preexisting preparatory programs the University already 
has in place; namely, pre-law, pre-public administration, and pre-nonprofit management. The new 
minor will not overlap with ARC so much as provide it with a place in the curriculum.  
 
• Provide a description for the University Catalog. 
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This minor is intended for students who seek to learn effective advocacy skills appropriate to law, public 
administration, or nonprofit management. The minor situates the citizen advocate in the parallel and 
overlapping domains of the law, civil society, and government. The minor will be attractive to those 
interested in pursuing the JD, MPA, or MA in nonprofit management upon graduation. 

 
 

 


