
 

Report of the General Education Task Force (GETF) 

April 9, 2018 Faculty Meeting  

 

GETF has met four times since the last faculty meeting. Most of our work has focused on 

revising the Core Learning Goals and Faculty Guidelines, a document we sent to the faculty in a 

separate e-mail on April 3. It is also attached to today’s agenda.  

At the February 28th open forum on the Core curriculum, it was clear that we would need 

extensive revision of what we had put forward in draft form. After that meeting, we decided not 

to present the whole IWU Experience program for approval to you in April, but to work on 

revising this piece for adoption. We intend to work over the summer on further details and 

expect to have the rest of the program ready for your vote in the Fall. 

 

The Core Learning Goals and Faculty Guidelines document contains course descriptions and 

specific learning goals for the Gateway, Bridge, and Writing and Critical Inquiry in the Major 

courses, along with guidelines for how faculty might deliver the goals. The descriptions and 

goals are written with both students and faculty in mind, while the guidelines are mainly for 

faculty. Our intent was to indicate to students that the Core courses are intended as a linked, 

developmental experience. 

 

GETF made a strategic choice in revising the Core curriculum that should be highlighted: the 

decision to allow the Bridge course to count for category credit. The request to allow category 

credit has been made repeatedly by faculty. We believe that this is driven in part by the desire to 

lower the absolute number of general education requirements to a possible 10 courses as opposed 

to the 11 in the program as it stood in February. Furthermore, given that the Bridge course will 

necessarily be built around content of some kind, the option of category credit allows faculty to 

tie the course directly to a Domain focus. GETF decided not to allow a major or minor credit 

because it might detract from student perception of the Bridge as the place in the Core where 

they reflect on the ties of the liberal arts to the larger society. Integrating the major is performed 

in the follow up writing in the major course. 

 

The motion: 

 

The IWU Faculty adopts the Core curriculum, including the learning goals and guidelines. 

  

Thank you for reading. 

Jim Simeone, GETF chair 


