
The Core Learning Goals and Faculty Guidelines 

Gateway to the Liberal Arts and Sciences (1 unit) 
Gateway seminars introduce first-year students to the spirit of inquiry central to a liberal arts education. 
The seminars encourage lively discussion and introduce students to the conventions of academic writing. 
Examples of topics or themes include the nature of religion, the problem of evil, race and American 
society, and the human genome. Through engagement with such big ideas, students begin to reflect on 
their development as thinkers, writers, and speakers. 
 
Specifically, students will have the opportunity to  

 begin to develop habits of critical reading, inquiry, and composing; 
 focus on a specific topic in the liberal arts;  
 practice writing in various genres while carrying writing projects through the draft, feedback, and 

revision cycle;  
 understand the ethical conventions of academic writing; 
 learn the fundamentals of information literacy; and 
 develop and practice oral communication skills in class discussion.  

 
Bridge to Independent Inquiry (1 unit) 
Building on communication and critical inquiry skills introduced during the Gateway, students in Bridge 
courses write for both academic and non-academic audiences and expand their oral communication skills. 
Bridge courses investigate a significant topic, issue, or theme. The courses enable students to integrate 
knowledge as they reflect on the bridges between the liberal arts and society and sharpen their rhetorical 
skills as they practice defending their arguments in both oral and written form. Examples of topics or 
themes include the nature of law, healing and dying, the value of art, and truth in history. May carry a 
category credit. Sophomore standing or above. 
 
Specifically, students will have the opportunity to 

 continue to develop habits of critical reading, inquiry, and composing; 
 reflect on connections between the liberal arts and society; 
 practice writing for a range of rhetorical situations; and 
 develop and practice oral communication skills, including oral presentation or performance. 

 
Writing and Critical Inquiry in the Major 
Building on communication skills acquired in the Gateway and Bridge, students in writing courses in the 
major will learn to read, write, think, and speak like members of a disciplinary or interdisciplinary 
community. The courses enable students to learn the written and oral communication conventions of their 
field. Junior standing or above. 
 
Specifically, students will have the opportunity to 

 explore the kinds of critical thinking, questions, and evidence important in their field; 
 navigate and engage with the literature of their field; 
 consider the expectations of audience, genre, and composition in their field; 
 learn to follow the conventions of usage, specialized vocabulary, and citation in their field;  
 become informed about intellectual property issues and disseminating work in their field; and 
 understand how to convey, both in written work and oral presentation, specialized knowledge to a 

broader audience. 
 
 
 



Gateway Faculty Guidelines 
Gateway seminars, capped at 16 students, require thirty pages of formal and informal writing from each 
student. Gateway courses can teach the above learning outcomes in a number of ways: 

 Examples of basic critical reading, inquiry, and composing skills include: summarizing an 
argument, close analysis of difficult passages, reading competing views, constructing a thesis 
statement, freewriting to develop ideas, and conducting elementary research. 

 Examples of genre writing include: drafting and revising persuasive, interpretative, explanatory, 
speculative, and personal essays.  

 Examples of academic writing conventions include: weighing and assessing evidence, citing 
sources, and avoiding plagiarism. 

 Examples of information literacy practices include: locating primary and secondary materials at 
Ames library, navigating databases and electronic networks, and assessing the credibility and bias 
of sources. 

 Examples of basic oral communication skills include: listening actively to others in discussion, 
synthesizing topics discussed by the group, and defending a claim in class debate. 

 
Bridge Faculty Guidelines 
Bridge courses, capped at 16 students, require one thesis-driven essay from each student. Bridge courses 
can teach the above learning outcomes in a number of ways: 

 Examples of intermediate critical reading, inquiry, and composing skills include: developing 
more complex arguments, supporting an argument with scholarly sources, and detecting and 
countering fallacies and unsound reasoning. 

 Examples of reflection on connections between the liberal arts and society include: discovering 
how authority is constructed, learning the ways in which scholarship is a conversation, observing 
how authoritative knowledge is manifested in different contexts, and investigating which skills 
and intellectual habits are required for the exercise of citizenship. 

 Examples of writing for a range of rhetorical situations include: composing to understand how 
purposeful shifts in voice, tone, level of formality, design, and/or medium are used to address 
specific audiences.  

 Examples of intermediate oral communication skills include: using integrated writing and 
speaking skills in classroom oral presentations, structured class debates, and speaking from 
memory to engage a broad audience. 

 
Writing and Critical Inquiry in the Major Faculty Guidelines 
Major writing and inquiry courses can teach the above learning outcomes in a number of ways: 

 Examples of exploring a field’s critical thinking, questions, and evidence include: outlining the 
steps of an argument, comparing how two theories parse the same question differently, and 
applying a theory to a case study.   

 Examples of navigating and engaging with the literature of the field include: writing a literature 
review, comparing the approaches of two different models, and summarizing an authoritative 
source.    

 Examples of considering a field’s expectations of audience, genre, and composition include: 
writing for specific audiences and producing work in different genres within a discipline. 

 Examples of learning a field’s conventions of usage, vocabulary, and citation include: writing an 
explanatory essay, creating a bibliography, and modeling writing after exemplary works. 

 Examples of becoming informed about a field’s intellectual property issues and dissemination 
conventions include: discussing the variety of publication forms, reading controversial cases, and 
learning best practices. 

 Examples of conveying specialized knowledge, in written work and oral presentation, to a 
broader audience include: formal presentations to a disciplinary audience, a wider university 
audience, or an off-campus community. 


