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Curriculum Council has met three times since the September faculty meeting. Joined by Student 
Senate representatives Jenn Hart and Alex Stogin, the Council’s membership is now complete. 
As the minutes from our meetings indicate, CC’s main business has been the review of requests 
for CC action. 
 
In addition to the items on the consent agenda, CC--which has approved of the requested 
changes--brings one item to the faculty for a vote: 
 
Request: 
 
Change: 
 
EDUC 272: Child and Adolescent Literature 
EDUC 322: Advanced Assessment and Diagnosis of Reading 
EDUC 323: Advanced Intervention for Struggling Readers 
EDUC 497 (2): Internship in Reading 
 
To: 
 
REA 272: Child and Adolescent Literature 
REA 322: Advanced Assessment and Diagnosis of Reading 
REA 323: Advanced Intervention for Struggling Readers 
REA 497: Internship in Reading 
 
Rationale (from the Educational Studies request for CC action): 
 
Current policy states that in the College of Liberal Arts, not more than 14 course units in any 
department or school may be counted for the degree. Maximums are not prescribed for degree 
programs in the professional schools. 
 
We believe that the Elementary Educational Studies major is a quintessentially liberal arts 
major. However, in creating the revision to the major in 2013, we determined that it was 
necessary that students complete a four course curricular emphasis area outside of the 
elementary education major for licensure purposes. A reading emphasis area was one of a 
number of emphasis area options that we determined could be viable for our students. The 
construction of a reading endorsement program and the creation of four reading emphasis 
courses was thought to address the emphasis area need (strongly recommended by the state 
and national accreditation units), while also allowing our students to become conversant in a 
specialization of increasing importance for the training of teachers. The reading specialization, 
which requires students to become familiar with the nature of literacy as well as diagnostic and 



prescriptive literacy practice, is thus constructed according to liberal arts principles while 
distinguishing itself from other curricular and pedagogical themes that are covered in the 
Elementary Educational Studies program.  
 
Because the only faculty who have the specialized knowledge to teach in this area reside within 
the Educational Studies Department, it made sense to label the courses as Educational Studies 
courses with the EDUC designation. However, the regulation requiring students to complete 18 
courses outside of one’s major for the bachelor of arts degree was overlooked. The relabeling of 
these courses as REA or Reading courses will address this omission while more accurately 
displaying the nature of this curricular emphasis area, which a number of our students are 
pursuing. 
 


