
Faculty Meeting Announcements – September 11, 2017 
 
 
Evolution of Revolution events: 
 

• October 5, 4:00pm – ReligiosiTEA:  Why I March:  Interfaith Perspectives on Activism 
(Evelyn Chapel) 

• October 14, 7:30pm – Universal Language:  Vocal Jazz Evolved (Jazz concert - 
Westbrook) 

• October 26, 4:00pm – Evolution of Sexual Norms:  A Visual History c. 1600 
(Ames/Beckman Auditorium) 

• November 7, 7:00pm – Evolution of Careers in Technology:  Alumni Panel (Welcome 
Center) 

 
 

Non-Org: Students with Disabilities and Accommodations  
Monday, October 16, 2017 
 
The number of students with disabilities attending college continues to rise nationally and at 
IWU.  Chandra Shipley, Director of Academic Advising and Coordinator of Disability Services, 
will provide a snapshot of IWU's population of students with disabilities.  In addition, she will 
review the process to obtain accommodations, the accommodations which support these students 
(in and outside of the classroom), ways that students with disabilities struggle in the college 
setting, and tips for supporting students with disabilities. 
 
 

The Religion Department invites all to the Religion Department Student-Faculty Colloquium on 
October 30, 2017 at 4:00 p.m. in CLA 105. Carole Myscofski will speak on "Hidden Judaism 
and Secret Magic: Records from the Portuguese Inquisition in Brazil, 1627-1628." 
 
  

Part of the benefit of IWU’s partnership with the Posse Foundation is an annual Posse Plus 
Retreat, a weekend-long opportunity for faculty, staff, students, administrators, and alum to 
delve deeply into topics and issues relevant and of concern to Posse scholars across the country, 
and to help us grow together as a community in ways that support one another and all of our 
students.  With IWU’s first Posse cohort on campus, our first Posse Plus Retreat will take place 
on February 16-18 at the Lake Williamson Retreat Center in Carlinville, IL. This year’s topic, 
chosen by Posse students around the country and facilitated by Posse’s trainers and staff, is 
“Hope, Hate and Race in the United States.”  They write, 

HOPE, HATE AND RACE IN THE UNITED STATES 



The last time we had a PossePlus Retreat about race it was 2010. Barack Obama was just 
wrapping up his first year in office, and the question was: do we still need to talk about race? It’s 
2017, and that’s not a question anymore. In the years since, Ferguson erupted. Thousands came 
together in solidarity at Standing Rock. Culture became costume. Beyonce celebrated her 
blackness, and so did Rachel Dolezal. Colin Kaepernick refused to stand for the national anthem. 
Donald Trump became our 45th president and fulfilled his promise of an immigration ban. And 
most recently, white nationalists and neo-Nazis descended on Charlottesville. 

Today, the national conversation about race is many things for many people. Taboo. Progressive. 
Contentious. Hopeful. Irrelevant. Honest. Straight up non-existent. Are we a more tolerant 
society than we were seven years ago? What are we talking about when it comes to race? What 
aren’t we talking about? Who is a part of the conversation, and who isn’t? What does it mean to 
“stay woke” and be an ally in these conversations, marches and movements? Does the history of 
power, privilege and race relations in this country have a place in the current conversation about 
race? Can we reconcile that long, dark history in our personal relationships? It feels like we’re 
running in circles, so what’s it going to take to move forward? What is the hard work to be done, 
and are we willing to do it? 

The goal is to have at least 100 faculty, students, staff, and alum at these annual retreats.  Please 
contact Posse 1 Faculty Mentor Meghan Burke or our Posse Liaison Karla Carney-Hall for more 
information, and be sure to attend a Non-Org on Thursday, October 19 from 12-1:00 in the 
Davidson Room, when representatives from the Posse New Orleans office will be on campus to 
tell us more about the retreat, the Posse Foundation, and the dynamic scholars that they help to 
recruit to our campus! 

 

Dear Colleagues and Friends, 

On Wednesday, September 6, 2017, Puerto Rico was slightly impacted by Category 5 Hurricane 
Irma, but the neighboring islands, St. Martin, Antigua, Barbuda, US Virgin Islands and British 
Virgin Islands were obliterated.  A few days after Irma, Puerto Ricans started to gather help for 
their neighbors, much like our own students are doing now.  Food, water, emergency supplies 
and building materials were sent to other Caribbean islands, many using their own boats (only 
way to reach these islands after the hurricane destroyed the airport facilities) to reach their 
neighbors. The residents of these islands were later evacuated/transported to Puerto Rico to 
receive medical attention and shelter. Fourteen days later, on Wednesday, September 20th, 
María, a category 5 hurricane that crossed the island, directly impacted Puerto Rico. 

The island where I was born and raised is currently facing a dire situation. 3.4 million American 
citizens have little to no access to water, power, food or gas. Just to give you an idea of the 
magnitude of this catastrophe, I’m quoting an article by The Washington Post published on 
September 26, 2017: 



Suppose that the entire San Diego metropolitan area had lost electrical power and it wouldn’t be 
restored for months [currently the Puerto Rican government estimates that it’s going to take 4-6 
months to reestablish energy again in the island]. 

Or, suppose that most of the ports, roads and cellular towers in the Seattle metropolitan area had 
been destroyed, and a major dam had failed [the Guajataca Dam in the island’s northwest 
collapsed three days after the hurricane passed and 70,000 people had to be immediately 
evacuated]. 

Or, that the residents of Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota and Wyoming –combined—had 
lost access to food and clean water, leaving them vulnerable to cholera. And imagine that 
overflowing hospitals, without power, had no capacity to deal with an outbreak. [Due to lack of 
power many hospitals had to relocate their most ill patients and send critically ill people to their 
houses that remain powerless and without running water that is if there is a home at all]. 

It took me three days to be able to communicate with my immediate family members but I still 
have people that remain unaccounted for. As I write this, my own husband is deployed to the 
islands with the Air National Guard in Peoria, which is, ironically, the closest I’ll be to my 
family for months on end. I am not the only one in our IWU community in this predicament. 
Some employees in Sodexo have not been able to talk to their elderly parents and family 
members to confirm they are safe 

This is why I’m asking for your help. I will be collecting first aid items and supplies to send to 
the group Puerto Rican Agenda, which have partnered with New Life Covenant to secure planes 
loaded with supplies and generators.  The shipments will be delivered by a cargo plane 
underwritten by United Airlines and with the support of Governor Bruce Rauner. You can learn 
more about these efforts at www.puertoricanagenda.org under the Pallets and Planes Fundraising 
Campaign. I’m attaching a list of goods that we need at the end of this letter. I’ll have a box 
outside of my office (BUCK 15) and there will be a bin in Buck Hall. If you’d like to make a 
monetary donation instead, I advise you to go to www.unidosporpuertorico.com which is led by 
the First Lady of Puerto Rico, Beatríz Rosello.  

Finally, as some of you may know by now, the Spanish and Latino Student Association is putting 
together two different events in order to collect money to donate towards relief efforts in Mexico 
and Puerto Rico.  Mexico experienced three major earthquakes on the 7th, 19th, and 24th of 
September. These earthquakes happened in different parts of Mexico amidst many other “minor” 
tremors that have people terrified. There have been at least 331 deaths associated to these 
earthquakes, and citizen brigades continue their frantic search for survivors among the rubble. 
Our students are taking the initiative to raise awareness among their peers and push them to take 
an active role as acting citizens in the global communities we inhabit. I urge you to find concrete 
ways to show empathy and compassion to our next-door neighbor. Participate in the “Antojitos 
Latinos Event (October 9-13th from 11 – 1 pm in the DugOut). Donate money or time (they are 



thinking on developing a “pie your professor” event to collect donations. Please, support our 
students in their worthy endeavors. Thanks for your time and attention 

Sincerely, 

Daynalí Flores Rodríguez, Ph.D. (she/her/hers/ella) 
Assistant Professor of Hispanic Studies 
Illinois Wesleyan University 
Department of Hispanic Studies 
(309) 556-3215 
  

Needed supplies: 
• Baby Wipes 
• Baby Diapers 
• Infant Formula (powder) 
• Adult Diapers 
• Mosquito Repellent 
• Flashlights 
• LED Lanterns 
• Batteries all sizes 
• Toiletries 
• Power chargers for cell phones 
• Feminine hygiene products  
• Battery powered fans 
• First aid kits 
• Non-prescription meds (allergy, 

fever and pain, stomach aches) 
• Baby food (not refrigerated) 
• Blankets 
• Bottled water or portable water filter 

systems 
• Soap 
• Deodorant 
• Toothpaste 
• Tooth Brush 
• First Aid Kits 
• Generators 
• Toilet paper 
• Canned food 
• Garbage Bags 

• Pillows 
• Towels 
• Canned Milk 
• Walkie-Talkies 
• Can openers 
• Hand Sanitizer 
• Lysol wipes 
• Non-perishable food 
• Cleaning Supplies 
• Paper towels 
• Duct Tape 
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