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The Assessment Committee has met once to discuss its agenda for the semester. In two 

weeks, the committee will begin reviewing Yearly Action Plans (YeAPs), which are due 

January 29, 2018. Assessment liaisons should submit YeAPs to assessment@iwu.edu.  

 

Beginning this month, the Assessment Committee would like to use its faculty meeting 

time to draw attention to the important assessment work being done on campus. In 

January, the Committee will highlight the recent efforts of the Sociology Program to 

assess its senior writing. Included in our report is a summary of the Sociology Program’s 

2016 Annual Assessment Report as well as the rubric used to measure how effectively 

senior students met the stated student learning goal, to “complete an original research 

paper from conceptualization to analysis and reporting.” 

 

 

Sociology Program 

2016 Annual Assessment Report Summary 

 

In AY 2013-2014, the sociology program undertook an assessment of our 2013 

senior writing, in order to measure one aspect of our student learning goals, that 

students can “complete an original research paper from conceptualization to 

analysis and reporting.”  Because this research paper consists of many distinct skills, 

we developed a rubric that can measure the most important elements of students’ 

senior seminar papers.  We then used that rubric to score student papers, and 

examined our results in aggregate.  In doing so, we found that students were lacking 

in 4 of the 12 skills needed to achieve this student learning goal.  As such, we 

collaborated in order to agree upon common assignment types in our 100-, 200-, 

and 300-level courses, with the hope that a future re-assessment would 

demonstrate improvement for future cohorts. In 2016, we finished this 4-year cycle 

by conducting a direct assessment of senior writing, using the same assignment and 

rubric, in order to determine whether the changes we implemented based on the 

assessment of 2013 papers had achieved their the desired effect. The results 

indicate that we had indeed improved on the 4 measures that our recent assessment 

work had indicated as deficient. In short, we learned that our efforts to close the gap 

in our student learning outcomes by implementing course-level assignment goals 

helped to improve student learning!  On this basis, we plan to make these course-

level assignment goals a permanent part of our collective efforts in order to assure 

student success.   

 



Assessment Rubric for Senior Seminar Paper 
 
Paper # __________________________  Assessment Semester/Year: _____________ 
 
Evaluations of senior seminar papers will be analyzed and aggregated.  They will be 
retained for five years for purposes of curricular assessment. 
 
Scale:  

0 absent  
1 poorly done or otherwise inadequate 
2 approaching mastery but needs improvement 
3 mastering: paper sufficiently meets criteria 

 
 

Assessment Criterion  Evaluation 

Topic’s sociological relevance is defined and explained. 
 

  0       1        2        3 

Research question is sociologically relevant and clearly defined. 
 

  0       1        2        3 

Relevant and timely sociological literature is cited and utilized 
throughout. 

  0       1        2        3 

Literature review is conceptually-driven and well integrated.   0       1        2        3 

Methods and rationale are clearly described.   0       1        2        3 

Analysis is rigorous.   0       1        2        3 

Analysis incorporates scholarly literature.    0       1        2        3 

Conclusions are valid and based upon evidence.   0       1        2        3 

Discussion pushes beyond results to implications.    0       1        2        3 

Paper addresses ethical issues and reflexivity.    0       1        2        3 

Paper is written according to professional standards.    0       1        2        3 

Paper’s organizational logic is evident.    0       1        2        3 

 
 

  


