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The IWU Experience Mission 
 
Liberally educated Illinois Wesleyan students cultivate a spirit of inquiry and adventure as they seek knowledge 
and wisdom about what it means to be a human being and citizen of a free society. Through broad and deep study 
in the humanities, the social sciences, the natural sciences, and the arts, they value knowledge as a cornerstone of 
self-development, creative expression, and lifelong learning. Our students communicate effectively and 
participate in civil dialogue about complex issues facing local communities, the larger society, and the world. 
They nurture their ability to challenge the status quo, to participate in democracy through their reasoned 
arguments, and to navigate competing interests and incommensurable values. Working closely with faculty 
advisors and mentors, IWU students become rigorous, imaginative, and resilient independent thinkers able to 
reflect on, reason about, refine, and revise their own values and beliefs. 
 
 

The IWU Experience 
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*May also count toward a major or minor 
**Counts toward the major 
***Students must demonstrate proficiency in second language study by completing a language course at or above 
the 201 level. Students may be exempted from taking a language course by demonstrating second language 
proficiency through an external proficiency exam, AP/IB 4-5, (3-5 score in Greek or Latin), or TOEFL. 
Alternately, students may demonstrate proficiency by providing a transcript demonstrating satisfactory 
completion of more than 4 years of a non-English language or a transcript from a secondary school where the 
primary language of instruction was not English. Students will continue to take a placement exam to determine 
which language course to start with at IWU, but the placement exam does not demonstrate proficiency.  
 

Total Required Courses: 11-14 
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THE CORE (2 Units) 

The curriculum for every student at IWU will include the following: 
 
Gateway to the Liberal Arts and Sciences (1 unit) 
All Gateway seminars are designed to introduce students to the liberal arts and to develop students’ proficiency in 
academic and public discourse. Each Gateway seminar investigates its own issue or question and focuses on 
intellectual inquiry, analysis, and critical thinking. Students will develop their confidence in discussing complex 
ideas in the university environment and use writing as a means of discovery and of organizing their ideas into 
well-reasoned arguments and interpretations. Writing assignments will emphasize the processes and conventions 
of academic writing; develop students’ skills in information literacy; and make use of drafting and feedback as a 
means of improvement and refinement. Students will reflect on their development as thinkers, writers, and 
speakers.  
 
Bridge to Independent Inquiry (1 Unit) 
Building on communication and critical inquiry skills introduced during the Gateway, students in Bridge courses 
write for both academic and non-academic audiences and expand their oral communication skills. Bridge courses 
investigate a significant topic, issue, or theme. By considering how an academic discipline (or disciplines) 
informs the issues of our times and/or contributes to the common good, students in Bridge courses reflect on the 
roles of scholarship, creativity, and education in society and on their own futures. Students cultivate critical 
inquiry and communication skills that will contribute to their future success in upper-level coursework, research 
projects, internships, and community projects. Bridge courses may fulfill major or minor 
requirements. Interdisciplinary perspectives are encouraged. Note: Many current sophomore level Writing 
Intensive courses may fulfill this requirement with some minor revisions.  
 
Reflective Advising 
Curricular reflection stands to be more meaningful and sustained if coupled to academic advising. In the context 
of advising, reflection occurs each semester and informs course selection, co-curricular decisions, and career 
planning. Using an online platform, students respond in writing to reflective prompts in advance of each 
registration period. Students are prompted to reflect on interrelationships between courses, the skills and insights 
they will carry forward from their current courses, and the ways they have changed as a result of their engagement 
with views and experiences different from their own. Students are also prompted to update a statement of post-
graduation plans and goals, a list of courses they aspire to take, and a working 4-year plan. The reflective prompts 
change as students earn more units.  
 
Through Reflective Advising, advisors have access to their advisees’ reflections and use them to inform both 
group advising sessions and individual advising appointments. To emphasize the importance of Reflective 
Advising, the university sets aside one day each semester that includes both campus-wide events (e.g. annual 
theme events) and dedicated time for advising. Although some advisors may meet with only some of their 
advisees on the dedicated day, this Reflective Advising lightens the appointment load during the rest of the 
advising period. Furthermore, by having a day set aside for reflection, advisors are able to hold whole-group 
reflection sessions (seminars) with their advisees.  
 
One Major (at minimum) 
 
Writing and Critical Inquiry in the Major 
In major writing courses, students learn to read, think, and write like the members of a disciplinary or 
interdisciplinary community. The courses teach students the communication conventions of a field. Note: This 
course is the same as the current Writing Intensive in the major requirement. 
 
Signature Experience 
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LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES DOMAINS (9-12 Units) 
 
CREATIVE ENGAGEMENT AND INTERPRETATION (2 Units) 
Courses in this domain challenge students to engage in creative acts in arts and literature and to understand and 
appreciate cultural works and the intellectual traditions that have shaped them and have shaped human thought 
through history. Students choose two courses that must be from different categories. 
 
Artistic Performance and Practice: Courses in this category focus on creative practice in the visual arts, music, 
theater, and creative writing. In addition to providing instruction in the specific medium of the art of the student's 
choice, this category offers the opportunity for students to experience firsthand what it feels like to engage in the 
performance and/or practice of the arts. It encourages students to connect with, and channel, their creative and 
affective impulses and understand the kind of strength, discipline, and vulnerability that artistic creation entails. 
 
Discernment of Cultural Works: Courses in this category are critical, interpretive, or theoretical in nature. They 
focus on the interpretation, analysis, and/or appreciation of works of art, literature, music, cinema, philosophy, 
and religion and/or on the intellectual traditions that both inform cultural works and are shaped by them. The 
category recognizes that the connection between a text and the intellectual tradition where it lives can vary 
considerably. Cultural works are conceived of broadly and include artifacts, written texts, and works of art/music. 
 
Engaging with Culture: Courses focus on multi-modal encounters with bodies of cultural work, requiring 
exercises of both the creative imagination (e.g., practice) and the critical faculty (e.g., interpretation). This 
category provides students a well-rounded experience that includes creative process and a cultural context in the 
broadest sense.   
 
JUSTICE, IDENTITIES, AND EMPOWERMENT (2 Units) 
This domain examines the interplay of identities, institutions, and social justice. Issues of empathy and power – 
political, religious, cultural, artistic, ideological, institutional – impact our identities as individuals, as members of 
diverse communities and institutions, and as citizens of the nation and the world. This domain articulates how 
humans in the nation and across the globe are connected through webs of history, power, communication, culture, 
and economics. Courses in this domain ask students to contemplate the complexity, creativity, and subtlety of 
human relations and grapple with questions of justice and equality. Students choose two courses that must be 
from different categories. 
 
Contemporary Social Institutions: Courses in this category examine contemporary cultural, social, and/or 
geopolitical systems and the issues that influence the daily lives of individuals, paying particular attention to the 
ways in which institutions are vehicles for justice, identity, and empowerment. Such institutions may include 
governments, religious organizations, education, the family, the media, and the legal, economic, health care, 
political, and social welfare systems. 
 
Identities and Differences in the U.S.: Courses in this category examine how ideas and practices concerning 
difference in the U.S. have shaped individual and group identities and experiences, as well as how communities 
and individuals have responded to and shaped those dynamics. These responses may include social organizations 
and movements; religious ideas and practices; or intellectual, literary, artistic, and/or musical expression. An 
understanding of and empathy for identities and differences – both historical and contemporary – provide students 
with the knowledge and analytical skills needed to appreciate the complexity and nuance of diversity in U.S. 
culture and society. 
 
Social Justice: Social Justice courses ask what constitutes a just society and/or address the ways in which diverse 
individuals and groups have defined, understood, and responded to cultural, institutional, or structural 
inequalities. These responses may be in such forms as literary or artistic texts/performances, social movements, 
and/or theoretical discourse. 
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PAST, PRESENT, POSSIBLE (2 Units) 
Courses in this domain consider the interactions of values, information, and perspectives on the common good, 
past and present. Students learn to evaluate claims, interpretations, and contrary viewpoints; to understand the 
consequences of their own values for self, others, society, and the planet; and to examine how beliefs and actions 
in the past have shaped peoples and societies. Students choose two courses that must be from different categories. 
 
Cultural and Historical Change: Courses investigate the formation, persistence, and change of communities, 
institutions, and cultural practices throughout history, allowing personalities of the past to speak to us across time 
and space. Courses show how evidence is shaped into competing narratives; how underlying values color 
interpretations of the past; and how historical evidence can be the basis for contemplating and analyzing how 
societies function. 
 
Analysis of Values: Courses critically examine one or more normative value issues arising in social, political, 
historical, professional, religious, philosophical, artistic, environmental, literary, scientific, or other contexts. 
Normative value issues concern questions of what ought to be the case, and are thus distinguished from empirical 
and/or descriptive issues, which concern questions of what is, was, or will be the case. Courses engage students in 
the rational examination of normative value issues and expose them to alternative theories and positions 
concerning such issues. Students are thereby challenged to think systematically about these issues and to refine 
and defend their views. 
 
Environmental Sustainability: Courses examine competing claims regarding the health, integrity, and long-term 
resilience of the Earth’s interconnected systems. Students contemplate the relationship between humans and the 
planet in light of biological, physical, philosophical, and/or social considerations. Courses evaluate the evidence, 
ethics, and consequences of our environmental decisions and practices. 
 
NATURAL SCIENCE AND REASONING (2 Units) 
Courses in this domain nurture students’ curiosity about the natural world by introducing methods, practices, and 
skills essential for understanding physical, biological, mathematical, and conceptual systems. Students will learn 
how the scientific method and deductive reasoning are used to derive and test hypotheses while enhancing their 
facility for quantitative reasoning. In doing so, students will learn how verifiable evidence (scientific data) is used 
to inform and refine models of natural phenomena and how those models, in turn, can be used to develop 
understanding, draw conclusions, and suggest actions. Students choose two courses that must be from different 
categories. 
 
Natural Science and Society: Courses examine how science both informs and impacts society with respect to 
central scientific issues. Courses emphasize how knowledge of the natural world is acquired via the use of the 
scientific method, addressing the complex and diverse intersections between the natural world, science, and 
humans. 
 
Natural Scientific Inquiry: Courses emphasize science as a process of learning, wherein students actively 
practice the scientific method in order to generate knowledge and promote understanding in the natural world. 
Activities will include experimental design, data collection in a laboratory setting, data analysis, and interpretation 
of results. 
 
Symbolic and Quantitative Reasoning: Courses develop abstract or symbolic reasoning skills which may be in 
the context of mathematics, logic, statistics, linguistics, or programming languages. Students will use deductive 
reasoning to construct and evaluate carefully-reasoned arguments in a conceptual or symbolic system. 
Furthermore, students will learn to translate between real-world concepts and abstract structures.  
 
 



5 
 

GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP (1-4 Units) 
Learning experiences in the Global Citizenship domain engage students in preparation for communication and 
responsible citizenship in a global community. Within the framework of individual courses, students are 
introduced to global diversity through an examination of at least one other society’s experience, forms of 
communication, or view of itself and the world. Students are required to meet the Language requirement and 
choose between Global Engagement or the Off-campus International Experience. 
 
Language: By developing students’ ability to communicate effectively in a second language, courses promote 
cross-cultural competency.  By making comparisons and connections to their immediate cultural practices and 
perspectives, students of a second language will deepen the knowledge, appreciation, and critical self-awareness 
of their own native language. Students of classical languages will be introduced to a variety of literary styles and 
will learn to translate texts from the original and analyze them critically. 
 
Global Engagement: Courses prepare students for responsible citizenship in a global community by critically 
examining the world’s most complex challenges and their implications for people’s lives and the earth’s 
sustainability. Within the framework of individual courses, students are introduced to global diversity through an 
examination of at least one other society’s experience and view of itself and the world.  
 
Off-campus International Academic Experience: International experiences develop students' ability to 
understand contemporary societies outside the U.S.; enable students to understand their own identity and culture 
and be sensitive to commonalities and differences among and within cultures; help students deepen and broaden 
their disciplinary knowledge through study abroad; and prepare students for responsible citizenship in a global 
community.  
 
WELLNESS (2 Semesters Non-Degree Credit) 
Courses in the Wellness Domain engage students in developing healthy habits for a lifetime and help students 
understand the ways that healthy lifestyles contribute to one's overall well-being. Courses in this domain 
emphasize the interplay between physical wellness and mental and emotional wellness. (Requirements remain the 
same.) 
 
The IWU Experience Policies and Guidelines  
NOTE: Current policies and guidelines are listed on page 81-82 of the current catalog. Though small revisions 
(titles of program elements, elimination of flags, etc.) will be made to many of them, the following are the policies 
and guidelines we believe should be changed more significantly. 
 

 Current wording: “No more than 2 General Education category requirements may come from a single 
department or school, not counting Gateway Colloquia and language instruction courses (101, 102) or 
201 language level placement.” Suggested revisions: 

 
o Change language to “No more than 3 Domain requirements may come from a single major, 

department, or school, not counting Gateway to the Liberal Arts and Sciences, Bridge to 
Independent Critical Inquiry, and language instruction courses (101, 102) or 201 language level 
placement.” 

 
 We suggest that professional schools consider the following option if it is possible: rather than having 

students opt out of any one requirement (as is currently the case), professional schools may count up to 4 
courses taken in the major towards Core and Domain credit. 

 


