
General Education Task Force Faculty Meeting Report, December 4, 2017 

The General Education Task Force (GETF) has been meeting with faculty constituency groups to get 
feedback on the domain and core model it is developing. Recently, GETF met with faculty in languages 
and International Studies, the Natural Science and Humanities divisions, and has meetings scheduled 
with Social Science and the Fine Arts. A meeting with Physical Education faculty is anticipated.  

One of the primary issues that has dominated conversations in these groups has been the language 
requirement, which as proposed differs from all other domain requirements. The GETF, therefore, plans 
to spend our time at the faculty meeting discussing the motion found below. Our goal is to get direction 
from the faculty about the language requirement in the general education program we are developing. 
The motion is as follows: 

The faculty recommend to the General Education Task Force that the language requirement in the 
IWU Experience model be set to proficiency at the 201 (intermediate) level and required of all 
students. 

We will ask the faculty to discuss and vote on this motion at Monday’s meeting. 

In the model presented at the Fall Faculty Conference, the task force proposed a required two-course 
language sequence for all students. Since then we have been persuaded that language is distinct, 
pedagogically and cognitively, from other liberal arts areas and the intermediate level (equivalent to our 
existing requirement) is needed to meet the goals of the proposed Global Citizenship domain. 
Specifically, we have been persuaded that language serves as a foundation for communicating with and 
being an active citizen in a global community. This decision was prompted by reasoning contained in the 
report received from the Global Citizenship domain work group and arguments made in conversations 
with the languages and international studies faculty as well as others across campus. 

However, we are also aware that many faculty from across the university have questioned this decision. 
Further, we realize that this is not a decision that a small group of faculty should make. It should be 
debated, deliberated upon, and decided by the whole. This principle of collegial debate and collective 
decision-making should guide any general education proposal moving forward. For this reason, we 
present the above motion to give us the opportunity to think together and publicly about the matter.  

Added to the meeting agenda is a letter sent to the GETF by Andrew Shallue, which discusses some of 
the drawbacks of this motion. It is followed by a memo sent to GETF by Carmela Ferradans, the chair of 
the Global Citizenship work group, which frames the issue a bit differently but is in support of the 
proficiency part of the above motion. Cheers to these colleagues who both also offer alternatives aimed 
at compromise.  

Thank you for taking the time to read and think about this matter. 

Jim Simeone, GETF chair 

 


