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Proposed changes to Credit by Examination policies to include Cambridge International Exams. 
 
Credit by Examination  
(2016-17 University Catalog, p. 73-74) 
 
The University subscribes to the purposes and procedures of the Advanced Placement Program of the 
College Entrance Examination Board, and students with scores that are sufficiently high may receive 
both credit and placement on this basis. Credit and placement may also be granted by the University on 
the basis of satisfactory performance on the International Baccalaureate and Cambridge International 
Examinations. In some areas, the University administers its own examinations to determine placement 
and/or proficiency which permits exemption from certain courses which are degree requirements. The 
University grants credit by examination subject to the following restrictions:  

1. A maximum of 8 course units awarded for any or all programs such as AP, IB, and Cambridge will be 
recognized by Illinois Wesleyan University. A maximum of four course units can qualify for general 
education credit.  

2. Advanced Placement scores of 4 and 5 will receive one course unit of general credit in that field 
elective or general education credit. No laboratory credit will be awarded.  

3. Higher Level International Baccalaureate scores of 4, 5, 6, and 7 only, will generally receive one course 
unit of credit in that field elective or general education credit. No laboratory credit will be awarded. No 
credit for English Literature will be awarded although general credit in English may be. Credit is not 
awarded for subjects passed at the subsidiary level.  

4.  Cambridge International Examinations at the A-Level with scores of A*, A, and B, will generally 
receive one course unit of elective or general education credit.  No laboratory credit will be awarded.  
Credit is not awarded for AS-Level examinations. 

5. Duplicate credit by examination will not be granted. A student who has been granted credit by 
examination may not receive credit for the equivalent college course.  

6. Credit from AP, IB, and Cambridge or similar programs, will not be awarded after college courses 
have been completed in those areas.  

7. All credit from AP, IB, and Cambridge or similar programs, will be counted as lower division credit.  

8. Credit from AP, IB, and Cambridge or similar programs may not be counted toward fulfillment of 
major or minor requirements. Departments, in their discretion, may choose to substitute alternate 
requirements where such credits are substantially similar to major requirements, however.  

9. Credit awarded in any one field is limited to 2 course units.  

10. Grades are not assigned to credits awarded from AP, IB, and Cambridge or similar programs.  



11. The Associate Dean of Curricular and Faculty Development, in consultation with the Registrar, shall 
evaluate all requests for transfer and Advanced Placement credit for general education courses and 
flags.  

 

Course Credit Transfer for Currently Enrolled Students 
(2016-17 University Catalog, p. 75, 2nd paragraph) 
 
Matriculated students at Illinois Wesleyan can earn no more than 4 units of general education credit 
through a combination of Advanced Placement exam credits, International Baccalaureate exam credits, 
credit by examination and courses transferred from other institutions, except for courses in approved 
off-campus study programs. Online coursework may not be applied toward fulfillment of second 
language or science lab requirements. A student may not receive transfer credit for the Gateway 
Colloquium once he/she has enrolled at Illinois Wesleyan. The Associate Dean of Curriculum, in 
consultation with the Registrar, shall evaluate all requests for transfer credit for general education 
courses and flags.  
 

GENERAL EDUCATION POLICIES AND GUIDELINES 
(2016-17 University Catalog, p. 81-84) 
 
In planning a course of study to complete these category and flag requirements, students should take 
into account the following policies:  

• A course may count for both a General Education and a major or minor requirement, but may not be 
counted toward both a major and minor requirement or toward requirements for two different majors.  

• No General Education unit or flag courses may be taken on a Credit/No Credit basis. 

• No course unit may be counted toward more than one General Education category requirement. 
However, a single course may count for both a General Education category and a flag.  

• No more than 2 General Education category requirements may come from a single department or 
school, not counting Gateway Colloquia and language instruction courses (101, 102) or 201 language 
level placement.  

• No more than 2 units of “D” work may be counted toward General Education credit.  

• One of the two required Writing Intensive courses must be completed by the end of the sophomore 
year.  

• No activity course in Physical Education may be repeated for credit. 

For students who desire to submit Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, and/or transfer 
credit to fulfill the requirements of the General Education Program, the following guidelines also apply:  

• The Registrar, in consultation with the Associate Dean, shall evaluate all requests for transfer credit for 
General Education courses and flags. Advanced Placement exam, International Baccalaureate exam, and 
Cambridge International exam credits will be processed by the Registrar.  



• Once he/she has enrolled at IWU, a student can earn no more than 4 units of General Education Credit 
through a combination of Advanced Placement exam credits, International Baccalaureate exam credits, 
Cambridge International exam credits, and courses transferred from other institutions, except for 
courses in approved off-campus study programs.  

• In order to receive General Education credit for Advanced Placement exams, the student must have 
successfully completed the courses associated with the exams and the score on the Advanced 
Placement exam must be a 4 or 5. In order to receive General Education credit for higher level 
International Baccalaureate exams, the score on the exam must be a 4, 5, 6, or 7.  In order to receive 
General Education credit for Cambridge International A-Level exams, the score on the exam must be 
A*, A, or B. 

• Because the Gateway Colloquium is designed to be an introduction to the intellectual and academic 
environment that is particular to this community, a student may not receive transfer credit for the 
Gateway Colloquium once he/she has enrolled at IWU.  

• Students who entered in the Fall of 1996 or later will be eligible to earn General Education credits for 
Advanced Placement exams that meet the criteria defined in the policy statement.  

• In addition to the four General Education credits a student can earn for Advanced Placement exams, a 
student can earn a Writing Intensive Flag if his or her score is a 4 or 5 on the English Language and 
Composition Exam, the corresponding AP course was taken, and a grade of B or higher was received in 
the Gateway Colloquium course. 

 
 


