
ADDENDUM TO NOVEMBER 7 -  GEN ED TASK FORCE REPORT 
 
Based on discussion and faculty comments on the draft models presented in April, 2016, and at 
the October Town Halls this fall, the GETF would like to take some time during our report at the 
November Faculty Meeting to discuss the Pathways portions of the April Pursuit Model and the 
October Question-Centered Model (which was a revision of the April model).  The Pathways 
(three required courses over three years) have generated the most enthusiasm among faculty, but 
would give rise to a number of logistical issues.  The Pathways offer the integration and 
scaffolding that doesn’t exist in our current program. 

 
Illinois Wesleyan Pursuit Draft: April, 2016 

Pathways Section 
 

3-4 courses, 2-3 of which may be taken in the major, minor, or as part of other General 
Education requirements. 
 
Pathways comprise three core writing intensive courses, a learning plan, and one culminating 
project that build students’ critical reading, writing, research, and integrative skills over their 
four years at IWU. 
 
Path100:  Gateway Colloquium 
Gateway Colloquia are small seminars with big conversations that excite students’ passion 
about learning.  Students prepare for these big conversations by honing their analytical 
reading skills, ability to conduct meaningful research, and proficiency in writing 
effectively. 
 
THREE DELIVERY OPTIONS 
A.  
Each Gateway Colloquium investigates its own issue or question.  (Current) 
B. 
Each Gateway Colloquium is linked to IWU’s Annual Theme, which includes a summer 
first-year reading program, course clusters, and co-curricular events. 
C. 
Though taught by different professors from across the university, every Gateway 
Colloquium explores the same multidisciplinary set of readings, art, films, and 
music.  Students may join with other colloquia to attend co-curricular events, make 
presentations, stage performances, and so on. 
 
Path150: Passages Seminar 
Passages Seminars are integrative courses about specific fields of study and how they 
merge with and diverge from other fields, how they deal with questions of evidence and 
conclusions, and how they provide the broad framework for the liberal arts.  Each passages 
seminar focuses on a problem or question and examines it from multiple perspectives. Path 
150 courses may count toward majors, minors, electives, or other General Education 
requirements.  This is a Writing Intensive course.   
 



 
 
Samples:  
“The American Dream” taught by a historian but connecting historical questions about the 
American Dream with literary representations, film methodology, and/or economics.  
“Surviving Dictatorship,” a team taught course that engages students in political science, 
Hispanic Studies, and international studies. 
 
Path 300:  
Integrative Research Seminar 
IRS are small courses that engage students in deep readings and group discussions of texts, 
data, or methods of inquiry from afield/s.  IRS are integrative in terms of research method 
and design, building on skills and knowledge learned in the major and/or in general 
education.  In this course, students become more skilled at both scholarly research and 
writing. Path 300 courses may count toward majors, minors, electives, or other General 
Education requirements.  This is a Writing Intensive course.   
 
Learning Plan: The Learning Plan is created by students in consultation with advisors by 
the end of fall semester in the Junior year, ideally at the end of Path 300.  This plan allows 
students to reflect on their learning thus far and plan ahead to their Signature Project. 
 

 
Question-Centered Draft Model: October, 2017 

Pathways Section 
 

The Pathways in this model are based on the concept of Wicked Questions: Wicked 
Questions (e.g., poverty, race relations, climate change, healthcare, the meaning of life, 
the nature of reality, pluralism in a democracy, interpersonal relations in a digital world, 
the notion of cause): 

• Resolutions to Wicked Questions are neither tidy nor uncontroversial. 
• One Wicked Question is often interrelated or intertwined with another Wicked Question. 
• Wicked Questions usually require multiple disciplinary perspectives to understand and 

address them. 
 
Pathways 100: Introduction to the liberal arts and Wicked Questions 

• Constructing an argument 
• Supporting an argument using scholarly sources 
• Why does the study of the liberal arts matter? 
• What are Wicked Questions? 
• Writing Intensive 

 
Pathways 200:  

• Information Literacy 
• Research methods (in the major or not) 
• Further exploration of topics from Pathways 100 
• Writing Intensive 
• Could count toward major, minor, or other General Education requirement 



 
 
Pathways 300: Crystallization of the IWU mission and liberal arts 

• Exploration of a Wicked Question 
• Preparation of a prospectus regarding a Wicked Question (using lens of the 

major) 
• Writing Intensive 
• Interdisciplinary panels focused on shared Wicked Question moderated by 

seniors 
• May count toward major, minor, or other General Education requirement 

 


