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COUNCIL FOR EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING AND LEARNING [CETAL]    
Report to Faculty—November 7th, 2016 

 
The central mission of the CETAL is to support teaching and learning by 
fostering pedagogical development of IWU faculty. We strongly believe that 
faculty development and collaboration across disciplines is crucial in promoting 
“challenging teaching practices that actively engage students’ critical and 
creative faculties” (IWU 2020 Teaching and Learning Goal).  
 
Upcoming changes in the CETAL  
Carmela Ferradáns will be rotating off as CETAL chair at the end of this 
semester. In January Diego Méndez-Carbajo will take over as CETAL chair and 
Mark Liffiton will begin his work as Technology Fellow. At the same time, 
Associate Dean Duke will rotate off CETAL and the newly appointed Associate 
Dean, Kevin Sullivan, will start working with the CETAL.  
 
2016-18 Mellon Foundation Grant Engaging Tomorrow’s Students 
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation has awarded a $350,000 grant to Illinois 
Wesleyan University to develop a comprehensive, three-year program of new 
curricular approaches and pedagogical reform. The primary aim of the initiative, 
entitled Engaging Tomorrow’s Students, is to increase student engagement and 
enhance pedagogical practices across campus. Lynda Duke, Associate Dean for 
Curricular and Faculty Development, serves as the project director and 
coordinates implementation in consultation with the CETAL. Provost and Dean 
of Faculty Jonathan Green supervises this initiative. 
 
You can read the full grant proposal here:  
https://www.iwu.edu/melloncenter/faculty-development.html 
 
Engaging Tomorrow’s Students supports five major initiatives to enhance student 
engagement and strengthen pedagogical practices across the curriculum: 
 
• Team-taught classes that experiment with varied ways of teaching. We have 

approved proposals for seven team-taught courses so far. The next round of 
proposals are due at the Mellon Center on Monday, January 16th, 2017.  At 
this time we welcome proposals for courses to be taught fall 2017; and spring, 
may and fall 2018. Please note that all team-taught courses supported by this 
grant must be taught before fall 2018.  

 
You can see exemplary team-taught proposals here:  
https://www.iwu.edu/mellon-center/faculty-development.html 
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• Three teaching fellows were appointed over the summer: Oral 
Communication, Dani Snyder-Young; Independent Undergraduate Research, 
Abbie Kerr; and Multimodal Literacies, Carmela Ferradáns.   

• Four curricular and pedagogical symposia per year; 
• Four workshops on the humanities and intercultural communication per 

year; and  
• A full-time Visiting Assistant Professor of Humanities to be hired for the 

second year of the grant. A search committee has been identified: Kristine 
Nielsen, School of Art; Scott Sheridan, French and Italian; Carmela Ferradáns, 
Campus Teaching Fellow (Multimodal Literacies); and Lynda Duke in her 
role as Associate Dean and project director. The committee elected Kristine 
Nielsen as chair; and posted a job description. We plan to conduct interviews 
in December 2016, and schedule on-campus interviews in early spring 2017.  
If you have any questions about this Visiting Assistant position, please 
contact Kristine Nielsen knielsen@iwu.edu   

 
The CETAL welcomes any suggestions you might have for speakers and/or 
workshops that might fall under any of these initiatives. Please send an email 
to Lynda lduke@iwu.edu  

 
o Update on the project “Hybrid Learning and the Residential Liberal Arts 

Experience,” funded by Teagle.  
The content and format overhaul of the online modules, which are part of the 
Teagle-funded project “Hybrid Learning and the Residential Liberal Arts 
Experience,” continues. As of today, two modules have been fully revamped 
and are ready for course adoption: 
(a) Information Fluency module #1 
(b) Communication and Presentation Skills module #1 

Please contact Rick Lindquist if you are interested in embedding them into 
your Moodle course pages. The tentative release date for the remaining 9 
online modules is now November 30. Please contact Diego Méndez-
Carbajo dmendez@iwu.edu if you have questions about this initiative. 
 

o Save the date: November 17th, 4:00PM in SFH 206 
Your teaching fellows for independent undergraduate research, Abbie Kerr, 
and multimodal literacies, Carmela Ferradáns, will lead a discussion of the 
book, Creative Inquiry in the Arts & Humanities: Models of Undergraduate 
Research. The text aims to assist faculty in creating and facilitating 
undergraduate research opportunities in disciplines beyond the natural and 
social sciences. It offers examples of successful programs, assignments, 
curricula, and conferences that support the research, scholarship, and creative 
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activity of students in arts and humanities disciplines. The table of contents 
can be found here http://www.cur.org/assets/1/7/AHTOC.pdf 
 
If you are interested in participating, please RSVP to melncntr@iwu.edu  

 
o Mellon Center News  

In an effort to keep faculty informed about Mellon Center & CETAL 
sponsored activities, as well as the crucial conversations currently taking 
place in undergraduate liberal arts education, the CETAL compiles a 
newsletter three times a year in fall, winter and spring. The Winter issue will 
be out around Thanksgiving. You can see past issues of the MC News here: 
https://www.iwu.edu/melloncenter/events.html 

 
The CETAL welcomes any suggestions, initiatives, plans, or ideas you might 
have in regards to supporting teaching and learning on campus. Please send any 
of these in an electronic form to Carmela Ferradáns cferrada@iwu.edu  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Carmela Ferradáns 
Your CETAL chair  
 
 


