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The General Education Task Force has met five times since the last faculty meeting and hosted 
one forum on February 9, which was attended by about 20 faculty members from across the 
university.   At that forum, we discussed the concept of “Signature Work,” or a culminating, 
integrative, and reflective piece of work that all students be required to undertake for an IWU 
degree.  It was a wide-ranging and useful discussion.  To remind all of you, the Gen Ed Task 
Force has been discussing this concept as one aspect of an IWU curriculum we want to explore 
since we started meeting in August.  When President Jensen interviewed on campus and later 
met with the committee, he was also thinking about “signature work” not only as an excellent 
experience that ALL students should have, but also as a way to distinguish ourselves from our 
cross-application schools.  To forward our work together, as President Jensen mentioned in his 
letter on Friday, we will be hosting a workshop on “Signature Work” (I’m using quotation marks 
because we are trying to come up with a new name for it!) the evening of May 26 through May 
27.   For those of you who remember Assessment Palooza, I guarantee this will be even more 
fun! 
 
February 17-20, Tina Isabelli and April Schultz attended the AAC&U national conference on 
General Education and Assessment.   We are putting together a team from across campus to 
attend an Integrative Learning workshop in Chicago in July. 
 
In the meantime, you all received an invitation to the General Education Town Hall on 
Wednesday, March 9, 4-6 in the Hansen Student Center.  This will not be another free-floating 
forum discussion, but a focused workshop on general education perspectives with faculty, 
administrators, and student affairs folks, as well as the three terrific students who have been 
working with the Task Force this year.  Oh, and we’ll start serving wine at 4 p.m.  We are all on 
this road together, so please come and help us out. 
 
Please continue to check our web page for our minutes and new resources. 
 
 


