
Provost’s Note 
Faculty Meeting 
5 December 2016  
 
Dear Friends: 
 
I regret that I am unable to attend this month’s faculty meeting. 
 
In addition to the customary list of faculty/staff activities, I wanted to provide you with 
some significant updates. 
 
Associate Dean 
 
Please join me in officially congratulating Kevin Sullivan for his appointment as the next 
Associate Dean of Curricular and Faculty Development. Kevin will staff CETAL this spring 
and will begin work to effect a smooth transition at the end of that term. 
 
Banking 
 
In January, we will begin banking teaching credit for independent studies. Each 
independent study will be credited as 1/12 of a unit in teaching load. In the future, under-
enrolled courses will be similarly credited on a per-capita basis. CUPP has reviewed and 
enhanced the proposed policy I gave them last month. I will distribute that document in the 
next couple of weeks after a few mechanical aspects of the proposal have been cemented. 
 
Signature Work 
 
I have received 22 proposals for Signature Work projects. Frank, Lynda, and I are meeting 
with each submitting program to refine the proposals and to help them to develop a one-
page summary that can be used by Admissions and Advancement to promote these 
initiatives to prospective students and prospective donors.  
 
Three proposals have already been funded for immediate implementation (Marine Biology, 
Environments Studies, and GIS), and others are in various stages of development. 
 
Contact Information 
 
If you are traveling for an extended period of time during the winter break, please be sure 
we have contact information for you. 
 
Gratitude 
 
Thank you for the many kind messages of support and encouragement for my upcoming 
transition. It has been an embarrassment of riches for which Lynn and I are most grateful. 
 
Yours ever, 
Jonathan 
 
 
 



Illinois Wesleyan University 
General Faculty Meeting 
Provost Report  
5 December 2016 
 
Faculty/Staff Activities: 
 
Through an award from the German Foreign Exchange Science Foundation (DAAD) 
Marina Balina has been invited to be a Visiting Professor in the Slavic Department of 
Hamburg University in the spring. 
 
An exhibition of paintings by Dick Folse, will be on display Dec. 2-31 at the The McLean 
County Arts Center, 601 N. East Street in downtown Bloomington. A free and public 
opening reception will be on Friday, Dec. 2, 5 - 7 p.m.  
 
Linda French spoke at the Division for Planetary Sciences (DPS) Meeting on "Rotation 
Properties of Jovian Trojan Asteroids." Physics alum Derrick Rohl '12 was a co-author.  
French also has been appointed to the DPS Professional Culture and Climate 
Subcommittee. This committee is charged with recommending actions that the DPS 
Committee can take to either remove or ameliorate factors in our professional culture 
that lead to anything other than scientific merit controlling members' ability to succeed as 
planetary scientists. 
 
Jonathan Green will play Mother Ginger in the upcoming 35th annual Twin Cities Ballet 
production of The Nutcracker at Braden Auditorium at 2 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 3, and 
Sunday, Dec. 4. James Plath, is also in the show as a "party parent.” 
 
Rebecca Gearhart Mafazy has received the Exemplary Teacher Award for 2016-17 
academic year. The award is given through the Division of Higher Education of the 
General Board of and Ministry of The United Methodist Church.  She is being recognized 
for her excellence in teaching; civility and concern for students and colleagues; 
commitment to values-centered education; and service to students, the institution, and 
community. 
 
Brenda Lessen moderated a panel discussion, "Women Empowered: Addressing 
Health Needs of Minority Women" on Thursday, Nov. 17 from 5:30-7 p.m. at OSF St. 
Joseph Medical Center in the Center for Healthy Lifestyles. The panel featured five 
women representing community and academic agencies, and cultural groups and 
initiatives.  
Lessen was interviewed on the WEEK-TV Morning Show today as a founding member of 
Women Empowered. She serves as an expert on women's health, and works to provide 
education and services to women in our community through presentations and grants. 
 
Bob Mangialardi headlines the cast of the Holiday Spectacular, written by Nancy Steele 
Brokaw '71 and featuring recorded harp music by  Ted Nichelson '93. 
 
The American Chemical Society's Committee on Environmental Improvement is 
honoring Illinois Wesleyan's Ram Mohan for his efforts to incorporate green chemistry 
principles and sustainability into chemistry education. 
 

https://www.osfhealthcare.org/st-joseph/calendar/event/1618/
https://www.osfhealthcare.org/st-joseph/calendar/event/1618/


Gabriel Spalding has been appointed vice-chair of the national committee on 
Undergraduate Physics Education of the American Association of Physics Teachers. His 
term begins at the close of the 2016 AAPT Winter Meeting. After one year, he is 
expected to serve as chair during the following year. 
 
The Journal Star reported that as Peoria works to become bicycle-friendly, Wesleyan's 
Chris Sweet discussed the city's role as a hub in the world of international bike races in 
the 1890s. 
 
 
 
 


