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We have reached the busy season that the academic calendar brings every year.  The time for 

many academic celebrations.    

Please mark your calendars so that you may join your colleagues and students in the following 

festivities for the end-of-the-year-events: 

Inauguration Events will be held on campus beginning today and running through April 2 when 

the Inaugural Ceremony will be held at 2:00 p.m. in the Shirk Performance Gymnasium.  Eric R. 

Jensen will become the 19th president of Illinois Wesleyan University.  President Jensen said 

that Illinois Wesleyan University felt like home since the first time he walked onto our campus.  

Honors Convocation in Westbrook Auditorium is an important event to celebrate the class of 

2016 and students who have earned scholastic and activity honors.  On April 6 at 11:00 a.m., I 

hope all of you will be present to hear this year’s recipient of the Kemp Teaching Excellence 

Award, Linda French, deliver her keynote speech, “The Long and Winding Trail.”  The next 

Teaching Excellence Award recipient will also be announced.   A reception in honor of Linda 

and the new Kemp Teaching Excellence Award recipient will be held in the Merwin Gallery in 

the School of Art that afternoon from 3:30 – 5:00 p.m.   

 Commencement will take place on Sunday, May 1, at 1:00 p.m. on the Eckley Quadrangle, 

weather permitting.  Our speaker this year is Bill Damaschke, 1985 alumnus, and independent 

theatrical producer, whose projects currently include the Broadway-bound musicals GOTTA 

Dance, directed and choreographed by Jerry Mitchell, and THE PROM, directed and 

choreographed by Casey Nicholaw.  Prior to working independently, Bill spent the last twenty 

years at DreamWorks Animation. Fifteen of those years were as Chief Creative 

Officer.  Previously Bill was Head of Creative Production and Development, where he was 

responsible for leading the creative and artistic direction of the studio. During his tenure, he was 

integrally involved in overseeing twenty-eight of the company's animated releases, from the 

Academy Award-winning blockbuster SHREK in 2001, and its three sequels, which have gone on 

to become one of  the biggest film franchises of all time. Bill, a native of Chicago, and he eldest 

of seven children,graduated from Illinois Wesleyan University in 1985. In 2011, IWU presented 

him with the Distinguished Alumni Award.  

After the ceremony, we will serve our traditional strawberries and scones in the refreshment tents 

on the quad.  I encourage you to stay and mingle with the graduates and their families during this 

time. 

--  


