
IWU and the Higher Learning Commission 

Every institution of higher learning in the United States undergoes periodic reviews to maintain 
accreditation and to ensure the quality of the institution.  The accrediting body for Illinois 
Wesleyan University is the Higher Learning Commission (HLC).   

IWU was reviewed by the Commission in October 2012 using the Program to Evaluate and 
Advance Quality (PEAQ) process.  As part of that review, IWU’s Self-Study Steering 
Committee prepared a report which addressed the five criteria for maintaining accreditation 
using data gathered from all University constituencies, as well as the community at large, 
followed by a campus visit by the review team.  In January 2013, the Higher Learning 
Commission voted to continue IWU's accreditation with the next reaffirmation of accreditation 
to be set in 2022-2023. 

In September 2012, the HLC discontinued the PEAQ process and adopted new reaccreditation 
standards.  IWU now follows the processes outlined in the Standard Pathway model.  The 
primary difference between the PEAQ Program and the Standard Pathway is the manner in 
which data elements are collected and reported.  Instead of a focused process at the end of a ten-
year accreditation cycle (i.e., self-study), the Standard Pathway seeks to reduce the reporting 
burden on institutions by using existing information and collecting them in electronic form as 
they naturally occur.  The information is then compiled into an “Assurance Argument” which is 
submitted to the HLC for review.  Additionally, the HLC conducts comprehensive evaluations, 
including campus visits, twice in the ten-year cycle. 

To facilitate this change, IWU’s HLC Accreditation Liaison Officer (Michael Thompson) and 
HLC Assurance System Coordinator (Jenny Hand) have been collecting University information 
in preparing the Assurance Argument and accompanying evidence materials for our next HLC 
comprehensive evaluation, which will take place October 3rd, 2016.  The IWU Accreditation 
Leadership Team (ALT) will provide editorial guidance for the Assurance Argument.  The 
Office of Institutional Research & Planning selected the ALT staff members, while the Council 
on University Programs and Policy appointed the faculty representatives.  During the 2015-2016 
academic year the Accreditation Leadership Team will solicit feedback from all campus 
constituencies concerning the Assurance Argument draft.  The Assurance Argument will be 
made available via the Accreditation Process webpage: https://www.iwu.edu/accreditation/. 

Additional information will be provided at a Faculty Non-Org on Monday, September 14th. 
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