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Curriculum Council Consent Agenda 
Addendum 

November 2, 2015 

 

I.  Proposed New Major: Design, Technology and Entrepreneurship and New Minor in Product Design (pg. 1) 

II. Proposed English major change in level of literature courses as electives for Writing Concentration (pg. 10) 

III. Proposed Change of Language of English major and minor requirements to include ENGL 221-239 (pg. 11) 

IV. Proposed addition of ENGL 101 to writing elective counting for the English-Writing major (pg. 11) 

V.  Proposed change in Dance minor (pg. 12) 

VI. Change in title from "Theatre Dance" to "Dance" (pg. 13) 

VII.  Proposed changes in Political Science required courses and explanation of the major (pg. 14) 

 

I.  Proposed New Major: Design, Technology and Entrepreneurship and New Minor in Product Design 

The Design, Technology, and Entrepreneurship (DTE) program is meant to provide students with the knowledge and 
skills necessary to conceive, develop, and deliver products and services for industry, society, and the planet.  This 
program is interdisciplinary in nature, and draws from offerings in business, physics, and theater. 

The DTE is well suited for the student who is interested in creating a career in commerce that is outside of the traditional 
business major; it promotes a more individualized, creative approach to the business world.  It is also a program that 
enables science-oriented students to deal with creative problem solving. It also allows the artistic student to develop a 
working knowledge of the science and technology. 

Students wishing to major in DTE will need to complete a set of core courses, two courses chosen from one of three 
concentrations, and a capstone course. The design and technology core courses give students the tools and experience 
needed to conceive solutions for challenging problems that range from the design of consumer products to the 
remediation of societal issues. Required coursework will cover basic concepts of how things work, manufacturing and 
prototyping techniques, design technique, and technical drawing. The entrepreneurship core courses develop students’ 
ability to grow their ideas, whether by creating their own business, organization, or within an already existing entity.   

The concentrations allow students to gain greater depth in one of three areas: 

• The engineering design concentration is for students who are more interested in the technical (mechanical, 
electrical, and/or programming) aspects of their creations.  

• The product design concentration is for students who are more interested in the aesthetics of, and interactions 
with, their creations. 

• The entrepreneurship concentration is for students who are more interested in the implementation (as opposed 
to the initial development) of their ideas. 
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Regardless of concentration, DTE majors will accomplish several goals as they progress through the program. In 
particular, each student will: 

• Gain familiarity with basic scientific concepts useful for product design. 
• Understand the basic financial, administrative, and regulatory needs for starting a business. 
• Become adept at rapid prototyping. 
• Demonstrate proficiency at making drawings of their designs, both by hand and with CAD software. 
• Assemble an electronic portfolio of several of their designs and finished products. 

 

Two minors related to DTE are also available. One in Entrepreneurship (through the Department of Business 
Administration), the other in Product Design. DTE majors cannot minor in Product Design due to the significant overlap 
in courses/content between the major and the minor. Similarly, DTE majors who have chosen the Entrepreneurship 
concentration cannot pursue a minor in Entrepreneurship. However, majors who have chosen the Product or 
Engineering Design concentrations can minor in Entrepreneurship.   

 

Requirements for the DTE major 

A minimum of ten courses, at least five of which are at the 300-level or higher. 

Eight core courses.  

• The technological core: three courses (PHY 131, DTE 312 and THEA 310) that teach the basics of the technology 
behind many contemporary products, the materials and processes needed to make such products, and the 
technical aspects of communicating designs. 

• The design core: two courses (DTE 201 and THEA 377) that provide an introduction to the design process, and 
the vocabulary of design. DTE 201 will be a writing intensive course. 

• The entrepreneurial core: two courses (BUS 140 and ACC 113) that introduce the knowledge, skills, and decision-
making processes needed to implement ideas, products, and services.  

• A capstone course (DTE 490) where students will conceive, develop, and implement a product or service.  
 

Two courses from one of the following concentrations: 

• Engineering design: PHY 339 and one of PHY 231 (How things work II), or PHY 305. 
• Product design: DTE 329 and one of DTE 120 or DTE 125. 
• Entrepreneurship: SOC/PSCI 398 and one of Bus 255, FIS 203, or Bus 331. 

 

Students wishing to pursue a DTE major and an Entrepreneurship minor should be aware of the following: 

• They must choose the Engineering Design, or Product Design concentration. 
• Since BUS 140 and ACC 113 are required both for the DTE major, and the Entrepreneurship minor, substitutions 

for those courses will be required for either the major or the minor. The following courses are acceptable 
substitutions: BUS 332 Marketing in Service Industries, BUS 333 Marketing Channels, BUS 335 Consumer 
Behavior, BUS 339 Seminar in Marketing, and BUS 344 Human Resource Management. Note that BUS 331 
Marketing: Principles and Management (which is an elective for both the Entrepreneurship concentration of the 
DTE major, and the Entrepreneurship minor) is a prerequisite for BUS 332, 333, 335 and 339.  
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Requirements for the Product Design minor 

A minimum of six courses. 

All students will take the five courses: 

• PHY 131 How Things Work 
• DTE 201 Design Processes 
• DTE 312 Materials and Processes 
• THEA 310 Technical Drawing 
• DTE 329 Product design capstone 

 

Students will select one course from: 

• DTE 120 Beginning 3-D Design 
• DTE 125 Human Factors in Product Design 
• THEA 377 History of Décor 

 
Note that students who have taken PHY 101 or PHY 105 may substitute another course (from DTE 120, DTE 125, PHY 
231, PHY 305, THEA 377, PHY 339 or DTE 329) for PHY 131. 

Brief descriptions of new courses for the DTE program 

Six courses will be created as part of this major. Three (DTE 201, 312, and 490) will be required of all DTE majors. 
Three (DTE 120, 125 and 329) will only be required for the Product Design concentration. 
• DTE 120 Beginning 3-D Design will introduce students to the basics of designing and working in three 

dimensions. 
• DTE 125 Human Factors in Product Design will examine how physical capabilities, psychology and 

perception affect the design of products. 
• DTE 201 Design Processes will take students through various models of design and product development 

processes. However, the main model that will be used is Clarification (or Research), Ideation, Development, 
Implementation. Particular emphasis will be placed on the clarification/research and ideation portions of the 
process. In some ways, this will act as a research methods course for the major. 

• DTE 312 Materials and Processes will take the students through a survey of different types of materials, 
fabrication techniques, and manufacturing processes. This will involve a combination of lecture and 
lab/studio work. 

• DTE 329 Product Design Capstone will take the students through the entire design process as they create 
one or more products. Students in the DTE major will complete two capstone courses. One will be for their 
concentration - this course is for the product design concentration. 

• DTE 490 DTE Capstone is the second capstone course the students will complete. The product (or service) 
developed, and its associated documentation (e.g., drawings, manuals, brochures) will be of a higher quality 
in DTE 490 than in the concentration-specific capstones.  
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Requirements for the new program: 

• A minimum of ten courses. 
• Eight required courses that are divided into three core areas: technology, design, and entrepreneurship. 

o The technological core: three courses (PHY 131, DTE 312 and THEA 310) that teach the basics of the 
technology behind many contemporary products, the materials and processes needed to make such 
products, and the technical aspects of communicating designs. 

o The design core: two courses (DTE 201 and THEA 377) that provide an introduction to the design 
process, and the vocabulary of design. DTE 201 will be a writing intensive course within the major. 

o The entrepreneurial core: two courses (BUS 140 and ACC 113) that cover the way ideas, products, 
and services are implemented in the real world. 

• Students select a concentration by taking two courses from one of three tracks. The Engineering Design 
concentration is meant for students who want to delve into designing items that have a significant technical 
component. The Product Design concentration deals with designing products that are technologically 
simpler and place a greater emphasis on aesthetics. Finally, the Entrepreneurship concentration places 
greater weight on the implementation, whether in a for-profit, or non-profit, setting. For each 
concentration, the student gets to choose one course they take in the track. The second course however is 
set, and acts as a capstone for that concentration. In the following list of concentration, the first course 
listed is the capstone for that concentration. 

o Engineering design: PHY 339 Engineering design, and one of PHY 231 How things work II, or PHY 305 
Electronics 

o Product design: DTE 329 and DTE 120. 
o Entrepreneurship: SOC/PSCI 398 and one of Bus 255, FIS 203, or Bus 331 

• A capstone course (DTE 490) where students will conceive, develop, and implement a product or service.  
• Students will complete a minimum of five upper-level courses: DTE 312, DTE 490, THEA 310, THEA 377 and 

one of the concentration capstones (either PHY 339, DTE 329, or SOC/PSCI 398). 
• In the process of completing the courses for the major, students will have taken a PSL (PHY 131) general 

education course. 
 

Upon what are your program requirements based? (Are they recommended by external evaluators, supported by a 
survey of similar programs, externally mandated, etc.?) 

There are trends to incorporate entrepreneurial and/or business courses into a wide range of disciplines. For 
example, Augustana College’s Graphic Design program requires students to take a Marketing 
course(http://www.augustana.edu/academics/catalog/courses-and-areas-of-study/areas-of-study-d-g/graphic-
design ), while Knox College has just developed a short-semester course that combines entrepreneurship with 
computer science (https://www.knox.edu/news/news-archive/knox-will-launch-startup-term-in-early-2015 ). 
Sherilyn McElroy has indicated that: “Here at IWU, art majors concentrating in graphic design often take courses 
in marketing, often resulting in a minor or second major in Business, concentrating in Marketing.” 

There is also a trend to offer entrepreneurship minors or certificate programs. In some cases these are 
specifically aimed at students pursuing specific majors. For example, Lawrence University has an Innovation & 
Entrepreneurship program that provides the equivalent of a minor, with coursework and internships seemingly 
aimed at, among others, music and art majors 
(http://www.lawrence.edu/academics/study/innovation_entrepreneurship/majmin ). 

However, all of the existing programs seem to piggyback a token set of offerings onto the back of a broader 
program. The DTE program will be unique in that it values entrepreneurship, technical knowledge, and design 

http://www.augustana.edu/academics/catalog/courses-and-areas-of-study/areas-of-study-d-g/graphic-design
http://www.augustana.edu/academics/catalog/courses-and-areas-of-study/areas-of-study-d-g/graphic-design
https://www.knox.edu/news/news-archive/knox-will-launch-startup-term-in-early-2015
http://www.lawrence.edu/academics/study/innovation_entrepreneurship/majmin
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ability equally. Therefore, the structure of the DTE major is not based on any external bodies. Rather, it is based 
on an idea and an assumption. The idea is that our society is in need of creative people who can actually 
implement their ideas. The assumption is that providing our students with an education that incorporates 
elements of design, technology, and entrepreneurship will allow them to fulfill the aforementioned societal 
need. Essentially, we want to educate generalists in this program, instead of specialists. At the same time, we 
believe that by pursuing a concentration, our students will be able to achieve both breadth in a wide range of 
topics, and depth in a chosen area. At first glance, it might seem that the fact that only two courses are required 
for a particular concentration is inadequate to provide depth in any area. However, the core courses also cover 
topics from each of the concentrations. For example, a student pursuing the Product Design concentration 
would have taken Design Processes (DTE 201), History of Décor (THEA 377), and Materials and Processes (DTE 
312) in addition to the two courses specific to that concentration. 

We believe this program will take advantage of the distinctive resources of the University to allow students 
interested in pursuing the study of design and entrepreneurship to do so in an interdisciplinary context that 
incorporates creative and technical skills, material science, research, and finance and management in a flexible 
yet cohesive curriculum. The multidisciplinary approach to problem solving we will be providing takes advantage 
of our unusually rich tradition of liberal education and pre-professional instruction. 

Although unique, portions of the DTE major are based on well-established curricula. Looking at the courses 
making up what we have labelled as the “technology core” and the “design core”; DTE 201 Design Processes, 
THEA 310 Technical Drawing, DTE 312 Materials and Processes, and THEA 377 History of Decor are closely 
aligned with the requirements that some schools have for degrees in Product, or Industrial, Design (e.g., those 
required at Virginia Tech http://archdesign.vt.edu/images/IDS%20Minor%20Checksheet%202016.pdf, Drexel 
http://www.catalog.drexel.edu/undergraduate/collegeofmediaartsanddesign/productdesign/#productdesignmi
nortext, and the University of Nebraska http://architecture.unl.edu/degree-programs/minors-joint-and-dual-
degrees/minor-product-design). 

The requirement for PHY 131 does not fit the mold of most design programs. However, we believe that giving 
students an overview of how several devices/products work will be a useful introduction to the science they 
may need as they come up with new creations. Further, the investigative nature of this course will provide 
students with useful practice in discerning how things (whether mechanical, electronic, or bureaucratic) work – 
a hopefully useful skill regardless of profession. 

The entrepreneurial core courses are believed to provide the minimum knowledge necessary to start a business. 
However, it should be noted that aspects of financing, marketing, and other aspects of implementing products 
and services will be reinforced and practiced in other courses within the major (at a minimum, in the capstones 
for each concentration, and in DTE 490). We feel that this is a more integrated approach than in programs that 
simply include an entrepreneurship course. 

The concentrations are meant to offer greater depth in their respective areas, as well as providing a 
concentration-specific capstone course that has students go through most (if not all) of the design process for 
one or more projects.  

Finally, the DTE Capstone course (DTE 490) has students go through the design process from start to finish.  

 

http://archdesign.vt.edu/images/IDS%20Minor%20Checksheet%202016.pdf
http://www.catalog.drexel.edu/undergraduate/collegeofmediaartsanddesign/productdesign/%23productdesignminortext
http://www.catalog.drexel.edu/undergraduate/collegeofmediaartsanddesign/productdesign/%23productdesignminortext
http://architecture.unl.edu/degree-programs/minors-joint-and-dual-degrees/minor-product-design
http://architecture.unl.edu/degree-programs/minors-joint-and-dual-degrees/minor-product-design
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A sample 4-year schedule for a student majoring in DTE 

Table 1 A sequence of courses students could take to satisfy the requirements for the DTE major. The first row shows the courses required for all 
students in the major. The subsequent rows show possible courses for each of the three concentrations. 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 
 Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring 
All majors PHY 131  

BUS 140 
ACC 113  THE 377 

DTE 201 
DTE 312 THE 310  DTE 490 

Eng. Des.       PHY 231 PHY 339  
Prod. Des.       DTE 120 DTE 329  
Entrep.     BUS 331 SOC/PS 

398 
  

 
Tentative course offerings for the first three years of the program 

Table 2 Tentative course offerings for the first three years of the program. The left-hand column indicates whether the course are required for all 
DTE majors (CORE), or one the concentrations (ENGineering Design, PRODuct Design, or ENTrepreneurship). Items in italics are already-existing 
courses that follow current schedules. Items in bold are new courses, or extra offerings of already existing courses. 

 

2015 2016 2016 2017 2017 2018 

 

FALL SPRING FALL SPRING FALL SPRING 

CORE 

 

ACC 113 

BUS 140 BUS 140 ACC 113 BUS 140 ACC 113 

CORE   

 

 DTE 201 DTE 201   DTE 201 

CORE   THEA 377   THEA 377   THEA 377 

CORE   THEA 310   THEA 310   THEA 310 

CORE PHY 131   PHY 131   PHY 131   

CORE     DTE 312   DTE 312   

CORE        DTE 490   DTE 490 

ENG       PHY 231     

ENG PHY 305         PHY 305 

ENG   PHY 339     PHY 339   

PROD    DTE 120  DTE 120 

PROD   DTE 125  DTE 125  

PROD     

 

  DTE 329   

ENT     FIS 203 BUS 255 FIS 203 BUS 255 

ENT 

 

BUS 331 BUS 331 BUS 331 BUS 331 BUS 331 

ENT   

 

  
SOC/PS 
398 

SOC/PS 
398 

SOC/PS 
398 
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Is staffing sufficient? What staffing will be needed to cycle through all the required courses? Who will be the initial 
director for the DTE interdisciplinary program? 

The DTE program will be housed as an interdisciplinary program and will make substantial use of resources from 
several departments.  

Current staffing is not sufficient. It is expected that 2 – 3 FTEs will be required once the program is at the point 
that it is offering the full range of courses needed for the major (see the new course offerings, indicated in bold, 
for the 2017-2018 academic year in Table 2). During the initial 3 year trial period, new course offerings will be 
taught by a combination of existing faculty, visitors, and adjuncts. Some specifics are that: 

• The business and accounting courses for the major will be taught by a visitor. 
• PHY 131 and PHY 339 will be taught by Bruno deHarak. 
• PHY 305 will be taught by Thushara Perera. 
• The additional section of SOC/PS 398 will probably be taught by an adjunct. 
• The new DTE courses (DTE 120, 125, 201, 312, 329, and 490) will be taught by a visiting professor with 

some co-teaching (as specified in the paperwork for these courses) by existing members of the physics 
and business administration departments. It should be noted that this visiting position will be a DTE-
specific line (as opposed to a member of one of the existing departments that will contribute courses to 
this program) with a three year appointment.  

 

According to the Provost, a gift from a donor for this program is adequate to completely fund staffing (including 
the DTE-specific visiting line) of the complete array of classes for at least three years. Given the plan to phase in 
courses, were enrollments unable to sustain the program, we will have adequate resources to support the 
completion of the program for any students who have enrolled during the first 3 years of implementation.  

The Provost has also stated in earlier meetings, that an average enrollment of 8 students per year each in the 
minor and the major will fully support the continued operation of both programs. 

Once passed by the faculty, Bruno deHarak will be the initial director of the DTE program, and a steering 
committee for the program will be formed. 

Is there sufficient student interest? How do you know? 

At the course level, PHY 339 Engineering Design (a course that will be part of the Engineering Design 
concentration for the major) was offered for the first time (under the experimental course number PHYS 370) 
this semester and filled (to capacity) quickly. Students seem excited about many of the individual courses. 

At the level of the major, we only have anecdotal evidence. Many students have declared that they are 
interested. There is growing interest nationwide in conventional design programs and entrepreneurship 
programs (although this is not a conventional program, it does make us think there would be interest). Finally, 
Student Senate held a meeting to discuss this program and there was significant interest expressed. A letter 
from Jake Thaker (Student Senate President) expressing support for the program is attached. 

Admittedly, none of this proves that there will enough interest in the future to sustain the program. The 
University’s recent endeavors to have classes in Chinese provides a clear case where students’ stated interest in 
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a set of course offerings did not materialize into a reasonable number of seats being filled. However, this is an 
unavoidable problem. While it has been suggested that student surveys, or the historical occurrence of contract 
majors provide strong indicators of student interest, the fact is that they show past, or present, interest. They do 
not show what students will be interested in next year. 

In the case of the DTE major, there is a fairly clear plan on how viability of the program will be assessed: in three 
years there needs to be eight students per year choosing the DTE major. If this requirement is not met, then the 
major will be discontinued. It should be noted that the University’s foray into offering Chinese provides an 
example where a new program that was not viable was discontinued. 

Please also comment on what the consequences of an under-enrolled/cancelled course might be.  For example, are 
faculty prepared to teach the first capstone courses as an independent study, if necessary? 

The Provost has indicated that under-enrolled courses will be treated the same as in other programs. Usually, 
this means that classes with less than 6 students will be cancelled. However, it has been policy that courses with 
fewer than 6 students are sometimes allowed for extenuating circumstances (e.g. if it is a new offering and the 
department is trying to build support for it; if the course is needed for graduation, etc.). 

The capstone course is the most likely course to be under enrolled. As indicated previously, its initial offering will 
probably be taught by Bruno deHarak, a DTE visitor, and Dave Marvin. Both Bruno deHarak and Dave Marvin are 
willing to offer the capstone as an independent study. The need for flexibility will be stressed during the 
interview process for the DTE visitor. 

Explain how the library, computer, media or other resources are or are not adequate? (If resources are not adequate, 
please indicate how they will be acquired.) 

Additional resources will be needed for the DTE program:  

• Some books will be added to the library’s collection over time.  
• Six to eight computer workstations that are suited to run computer-aided design/computer-aided 

manufacturing (CAD/CAM) software will need to be procured. 
• Additional tooling, and stock material, are needed. 

For each case, funds have been made available through a gift (the same gift mentioned in the section that 
discussed staffing). When describing the gift, the Provost has said: “It is a multi-year commitment from which 
we have already received significant funding.” 

Are any courses required or recommended outside your department? (If so, has the other department been consulted 
and do these colleagues agree?) 

The DTE major is made of courses from a variety of departments. An endorsement page from the affected 
departments is attached.  

Does the new program overlap with existing programs? If so, please justify the duplication/overlap. 

 No. 

Assessment 

The catalog description of the DTE major includes five specific learning goals. Students will be expected to: 
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• Gain familiarity with basic scientific concepts useful for product design. 
• Understand the basic financial, administrative, and regulatory needs for starting a business. 
• Become adept at rapid prototyping. 
• Demonstrate proficiency at making drawings of their designs, both by hand and with CAD software. 
• Assemble an electronic portfolio of several of their designs and finished products. 

 

Suitable rubrics, and exams will need to be found and/or developed for each of these goals.  

 

Technical Drawing, History of Décor, and Electronics 

Concerns have been raised about the appropriateness of THEA 310 and THEA 377 for this program, as well as 
the prerequisites for THEA 310. As for the appropriateness of these courses, THEA 310 (Technical Drawing) and 
THEA 377 (History of Décor), while offered by the School of Theater Arts, are actually not theater specific. THEA 
310 deals with creating blueprints, mechanical drawings, and other documentation that are needed for getting 
things built regardless of the field. THEA 377, as indicated in the catalog, deals with the “decorative history of 
human experience as expressed through domestic crafts, ornamentation, architectural styles and furniture.” 
This is quite general and seems an appropriate course to convey some of the history of design. 

Regarding prerequisites: Curtis Trout has changed the prerequisites for THEA 310 (Technical Drawing) to allow 
DTE majors and PD minors to take the course (see Consent Agenda). Thushara Perera has done the same for PHY 
305 (Electronics).  

 

==================================================================================== 

II.  Proposed English major change in level of literature courses as electives for Writing Concentration. 

Proposed Change to Writing Concentration: 

Change current requirement from 4 literature courses at the 300 / 400 level (at least one must be pre-1830 literature) to 
3 literature courses at the 300 / 400 level (at least one must be pre-1830 literature) and 1 literature course at the 100 / 
200 / 300 level. 

Rationale 

The Literature Concentration in the English Major currently allows 1 course from our 109 – 170 offerings to count 
towards the major, among other requirements.  The Writing Concentration currently does not.  We propose changing 
the requirements for the Writing Concentration to bring it into alignment with that segment of the requirements for the 
Literature Concentration.  Many students choose to major in English after taking one of our lower-level courses—those 
in the 109 – 170 range.  If they follow the Literature track, the course counts, but if they follow the Writing track, it 
doesn’t.  This change acknowledges the appropriateness of those courses for both tracks.  It does not change the 
number of total courses required for the concentration; it re-distributes the range of one of the elective choices 
students have.  

The proposed change does not affect staffing or other resources. 
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Change in language for the University Catalog: 

Under Major (Writing Sequence, 12 Courses):  

Change item # 3: 

Three courses in literature at the 300 / 400 level.  At least one must be pre-1830 literature (341 – 344, 366, 391, 393 – 
394). 

Add item # 4:  

One course in literature at the 100 / 200 / 300 level. 

Change subsequent numbers in list of requirements.  

III. Proposed Change of Language of English major and minor requirements to include ENGL 221-239. 

1. Change requirement 2 of the English-Literature sequence from  

Two or three lower division literature courses: a) One course must be from 220-259; b) One or two additional 
courses from 109-170, 220, or 231-272 (Only one unit of 100-level English courses may be counted toward the 
major). 

to 

Two or three lower division literature courses: a) One course must be from 220-259; b) One or two additional 
courses from 109-170 or 220-272 (Only one unit of 100-level English courses may be counted toward the major). 

2.  Change requirement 2 of the English minor from  

Two lower division literature courses: a) One course must be from 220–259; b) One additional course from 109-
170 or 220 or 240–272. 

to 

Two lower division literature courses: a) One course must be from 220–259; b) One additional course from 109-
170 or 220–272. 

Rationale 

From the point of view of the English department, this is not a substantive change, but simply a correction of an 
inadvertent error.  In recent years, several courses offered under the general rubric of English 220: Literature and Its 
Signs have gotten their own numbers, some of them numbers in the 221-229 and 231-239 ranges.  The language of the 
requirements listed above was written before these new courses were created, and as such refer only to the 200-level 
literature courses in existence at that time (231-272 and 240-272).  The courses in the 221-239 range, however, are 
similar to those in the higher 200-level ranges, and we never intended the major and minor requirements to exclude 
them.  

IV.  Proposed addition of ENGL 101 to writing elective counting for the English-Writing major. 
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The catalog change we are requesting essentially allows English-Writing majors to count ENGL 101: Introduction to 
Creative Writing as one of their writing elective courses.  It will increase flexibility for English-Writing majors, make the 
requirements for English-Literature and English-Writing majors more equitable, and clarify the existing language. 

When the English department created the English-Writing major in 1996, we wrote the requirements in such a way as to 
prevent Writing majors from counting ENGL 101 as one of their courses for the major.  Our reasoning was that since the 
number of writing courses they were required to take was small (four out of a total of twelve courses), they should be 
choosing courses from among those designed specifically for English-Writing majors, rather than taking ENGL 101, which 
is designed primarily as a general education creative writing course.  When we revised the requirements in 2008 so as to 
require one more writing course and one fewer literature course, we did not change the language excluding 101, 
although one of the reasons we had originally adopted the policy in the first place had lost some of its force.   

The policy of not allowing 101 to count for English-Writing majors has been problematic in two ways.  First, it is 
inequitable: since English-Literature majors can substitute one creative writing course for a required literature course, 
and since ENGL 101 has always counted as one of the courses they could substitute, Literature majors have been able to 
count a course that Writing majors cannot count.  Second, it has frequently led to students’ having to take a thirteenth 
English course for the major.  Many students become English-Writing majors precisely because they took ENGL 101 and 
found that they enjoyed creative writing.  Disallowing such students from counting ENGL 101 can make it more difficult 
for them to pursue an additional major or minor or to study abroad, particularly since, as a twelve-course major, the 
English-Writing major requires a relatively large number of courses in the first place. 

The proposal has the additional benefit of making the requirement for an elective writing course clearer.  Some students 
believe, not unreasonably, that our writing intensive courses in literature (280 and 480 especially) should count as a 
“course in writing,” only to find that they do not.  Rewriting the catalog language in terms of specific courses, rather 
than simply rewriting the requirement as “one additional course in writing,” makes the requirement clearer by 
specifying exactly what counts as a “course in writing.”  The only actual change in requirements, however, is that ENGL 
101 will now count for Writing majors, as described above.  

This change will have little or no effect on staffing.  It could very slightly ease staffing pressures, as a few majors each 
year will no longer be taking a thirteenth course.  There are no other resource implications (e.g. for library materials) at 
all. 

 

============================================================================================= 

V.  Proposed change in Dance minor. 

Proposed Catalog Language: 

Minor Sequence in Dance: 

A minimum of seven course units to include: 

1) THEA 102 (Theatre majors substitute THEA 180 or THEA 188)  
and  THEA 376 

2) A total of three course units from the following: MUTH 232, 233, 234, 235, 331, 332, 333, 334, 335, 435 
3) MUTH 336 
4) One of the following: THEA 490,491,498,499, MUTH 494, or PEC 325 
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Students interested in declaring a minor in Dance should arrange an appointment with the head of the dance 
program and with the Director of the School of Theatre Arts at the earliest convenience.  

Current Catalog Language: p. 275  --  2015-16 catalog 

Minor Sequence in Theatre Dance: 

A minimum of seven course units to include: 

1) THEA 102 (Theatre majors substitute THEA 180) and 376 
2) Two enrollments of each of the following: MUTH 234,235,334,335 
3) MUTH 336 
4) One of the following: THEA 490,491,498,499 or MUTH 494 
5) A total of one course unit from the following: PEC 325, MUTH 232,233,332,or 333 

 

Students interested in declaring a minor in Theatre Dance should arrange an appointment with the head of the 
dance program and with the Director of the School of Theatre Arts at the earliest convenience.   

VI. Change in title from Theatre Dance to Dance: 

Dance minors at other institutions are referred simply as “Dance Minor”.  At IWU we refer to this minor as “Dance 
Minor”, never using the “Theatre Dance” title in conversation concerning this minor.  Currently, a student looking in the 
index for a dance minor/program must look under theatre.  “Dance” in the current index directs the student to dance 
courses, not the minor sequence.  By changing the title of the minor, a student looking for a minor in dance in the index 
will now find it listed under “D”.   

Upon what are your new program requirements based? 

Courses within the dance program have undergone some revision in the past four years.  This revision of the 
dance minor reflects the changes in the dance curriculum and adds more flexibility to selecting minor electives.  

1) Addition of THEA 188:  Performance I 
Theatre majors in the BA track take Performance I.  Majors in the BFA track take THEA 180: Acting I.   
This change will eliminate the need for BA theatre students to ask for a course substitution when 
completing this minor.  Students will not be allowed to double count between a major and a minor. 

2) This change combines the current catalog requirements of 2) and 5).   
a. All dance technique classes are now listed in the same requirement.  This will make it easier for the 

students and advisors to understand the requirement.   
b. It also adds flexibility.  Instead of mandating a focus in ballet and modern dance technique the 

student can, with advise from dance faculty, select technique courses that further their goals 
(including concentrating in one or more dance technique area: Ballet, Contemporary/Modern, Jazz 
and/or Tap).  

c. In addition, the proposed course, MUTH 331: Broadway Dance Repertory, is added to this list as a 
possible elective.   

d. Finally, this revised list of courses includes the new course MUTH 435: Advanced Contemporary 
Dance – a capstone technique course for advanced dancers.   

3) This requirement does not change 
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4) This change moves the option of taking PEC 325: Kinesiology to the list of possible independent study 
options.  Historically, very few students have selected PEC 325 as an option in the minor.  However, some 
students have asked for an independent study focusing on Anatomy/Kinesiology for Dancers from our 
tenure line dance faculty.  Either they could not schedule the PEC course into their course schedule, or they 
wanted a different emphasis from the course of study.  This change reflects the historical choices of our 
students.   
 

How does the proposed change affect staffing? 

These changes do not change staffing.  These changes bring the dance minor as described in the catalog in line 
with the revised curriculum that is being offered. 

Explain how the library, computer, media and other resources are or are not adequate. 

These changes do not require any changes in the current resources for the dance minor or the dance curriculum. 

 

================================================================================= 

VII.  Proposed changes in Political Science required courses and explanation of the major. 

We have requested approval of a series of new 400-level seminars that will replace PSCI 415, Senior Seminar.  This will 
require a minor change in the catalog language.  We proposed the following for the text that appears on page 249.  
Under “Major Sequence” please change point 4) to read “At least one of the following: PSCI 420, 421, 422, 423, 424, or 
425.” 

We would like the language to read “At least” because we are actively encouraging students to take more than one of 
these seminars. 

We also need to make a change in the first full paragraph on page 249.  The current language reads, in part, “…and think 
critically about the process of politics.  The Senior Seminar is offered every fall…[through to the end of this paragraph]” 

The new language starting at this point should read: ”…and think critically about the process of politics.  The Political 
Research Seminars are offered each semester and provide opportunities for collaborative learning and the integration of 
knowledge at an advanced level.  As such, these seminars mark a step in your emergence as an independent scholar and 
must be passed with a grad of “C-“ or higher.  Students whose grade falls below a “C-“ must enroll either in another 
Political Research Seminar or in Political Science 402 Advanced Studies in Politics to revise the research project, earning 
at least a grade of “C-“ in one or the other of these courses.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 


