
Curriculum Council Consent Agenda 
Addendum 

March 2, 2015 

I. Proposed Revised History Major Sequence (Revised Course Catalog Language) 

The proposed wording is exactly the same as the current language, except to delete the words 100-level in 
#4.  Thus, #4 will now read 4) One course in each of three geographical areas: U.S., Europe, and 
Asia/Latin America. 

Proposed Catalog Language: 

Major Sequence: A minimum of 10 course units in History to include: 

 1) History 290 

 2) History 490 

 3) Once course in pre-1800 history 

 4) One course in each of 3 geographical areas: 

  U.S., Europe, and Asia/Latin America 

 5) At least three more courses at the 300-level or above 

Current Catalog Language: 

Major Sequence: A minimum of 10 course units in History to include: 

 1) History 290 

 2) History 490 

 3) Once course in pre-1800 history 

 4) One 100-level course in each of 3 geographical areas: 

  U.S., Europe, and Asia/Latin America 

 5) At least three more courses at the 300-level or above 

Rational for Change: 

In November the History Department unanimously approved this minor change in its major requirements 
to improve the flexibility of its major and course offerings.  An informal polling of existing majors and 
minors founds widespread support.  The revised major will make it easier to offer more diverse courses, 
especially within the geographical areas.  Otherwise, the proposal does not affect staffing or library 
resources in any way 
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II. Proposed New Major: Bachelor of Music—String Performance and Pedagogy 

Requirements for the Program 
 

Major in String Performance and Pedagogy: 
A minimum of 26.5 course credits in music to include: 
 
A. five and one-half units of pedagogy coursework, including Music 219, 316, 317, 318, 319, 320, 343: 
         MUS 219 Introduction to Private Teaching (.25) 
         MUS 316, 317, 318  String Pedagogy I-III (.75 unit per semester for a total of 2.25) 
         MUS 319 String Pedagogy IV (.75 unit required, may be repeated for credit) 
         MUS 320 String Pedagogy Lab (.25 unit per semester, may be repeated for credit – 1 unit  

required) 
         MUS 343 String Literature (1) 
         Optional pedagogy electives: MUS 221 String Techniques (.50); MUS 350 May Term  

travel course, Bulgaria: Perform, Create, Explore (1.00) 
B. seven units of applied major study  
C. one-half unit of applied minor study 
D. Music 103, 104, 201, 202, 203, 204, 205, 206 (six units) 
E. one-half unit of conducting 
F. two units music history and literature selected from 353, 354, 355, 356, 357, and 358 
G. one unit upper-division theory selected from 301, 302, or 309 
H. one-half unit of chamber music 
I. two units of work in appropriate ensembles and organizations 
J. one semester of Music 14X 
K. six semesters of 15X 
L. one and one-half units of music electives 
 

Rationale 
 
As part of the proposed new major in String Performance and Pedagogy, the current string pedagogy 
course (MUS 321) will be expanded into a four-semester sequence of string pedagogy classes and labs, 
allowing more class time and in-depth study to be given to each subject. 

Most professional musicians spend a significant part of their lives teaching.  It is necessary for IWU 
performance majors to obtain teaching skills and practical experience as preparation for graduate school 
and for entering today's competitive market.   
 
String pedagogy is offered as a two-semester class at most universities and is a requirement for string 
majors; it is also required for NASM accreditation.  In 2010, a 0.5 credit string pedagogy elective was 
introduced at IWU.  The response from those who have taken the course has been overwhelmingly 
positive; most currently teach private lessons and many are also continuing their pedagogy studies in 
graduate school.  Expanding the current offering will be appealing to both current and prospective 
students and fulfill part of NASM requirements for a degree in String Pedagogy. 
 
The objective of the course sequence is to provide students with knowledge and materials necessary for 
teaching private lessons.  Students will formulate teaching strategies and lesson plans, study technical and 
musical resources for their instrument, and develop their own teaching style.  The classes include 
instruction in teaching new skills, correcting problems, and guiding students’ musical and technical 
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growth at each level of their development.   Students will gain hands-on teaching experience working 
with students in the IWU String Preparatory Program. 

The string pedagogy sequence is intended to allow a comprehensive study of the topics currently 
presented in MUS 321.  Because of the recent development of MUS 321, the faculty has already 
researched resources and done much of the preparation work for these new classes. 

The sequence will be taught by primarily by Lisa Nelson with assistance from Nina Gordon, both faculty 
in the School of Music.  Other members of the string faculty will be involved in helping students with 
independent study projects, if their assistance is needed. To accommodate the extra class per semester, 
Lisa Nelson may have to slightly reduce her teaching load in the String Preparatory Program during the 
first year of the cycle. However, once a group of students have completed two semesters of pedagogy 
coursework and pedagogy labs, they will start assisting her with the teaching and coaching of young 
String Preparatory students.  This will allow her to devote time to teaching the courses without reducing 
the number of String Prep students accepted into the program.  
 
Each semester of the string pedagogy sequence will be offered once every two years, but may be taught 
less frequently, depending on the enrollment of students in the String Performance and Pedagogy degree 
program.  Students may enroll in the String Pedagogy Lab in any semester, but they must register for the 
lab during the semesters they take String Pedagogy I-III. 

The sequence is proposed as a 300-level series of courses based on the content and depth of study.  String 
Pedagogy I-III will be open to all music majors and minors with the permission of the instructor, without 
the previous course as a prerequisite. 

Each String Pedagogy class plus Lab equals one course unit (per semester).   

Students will use library resources in exploring technical studies, repertoire, and method books for their 
instrument, as well as articles on teaching.  Materials not available from the IWU library will be provided 
by the instructors. 

 
III. Proposed Revision of Bachelor of Music Vocal Performance Degree Requirements 

Revision of BM Vocal Performance degree requirements 

Current Requirements and Proposed changes 

Minimum of 26 course units in music to include: 

 Current Proposed 
A. seven units applied major study No change 
B. one unit applied minor study No change 
C. One and one-half units vocal diction and literature One and one-half units vocal diction 
D. Music 103, 104, 201, 202, 203, 204, 205, 206 (6 

units) 
No change 

E. Two units upper-division music history and 
literature 

No change 

F. One unit upper division theory No change 
G. One-half unit of conducting No change 
H. one-have unit opera theater work No change 
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I. Two units of work in appropriate ensembles No change 
J. At least four and one-half units of music electives At least three and one-half units of music electives 
K. One semester of Music 14x No change 
L. Six semesters of Music 15x No change 
M.  One-half credit Vocal Pedagogy (MUS 325) 
N.  One-half credit Intro to Song Literature (MUS 

189)* 
* - Intro to Song Lit  (MUS 189) is the only new course being proposed and it is replacing Italian 
diction and literature (MUS 187), which is being absorbed into the newly structured English and 
Italian Diction (MUS 185). 

Staffing 

Currently there are four Diction and Literature courses offered in four successive semesters. Only three 
are required for the major. We propose to strike the term "literature" from the diction courses and 
combine Italian and English into one course, thereby reducing the number of diction classes offered 
from four to three. We then add Song Lit to pick up the literature portion of the diction courses.  

 Current Proposed 
Semester 1 (F 2015) German Diction and Lit (MUS 188) Song Literature (MUS 189) 
Semester 2 (S 2016) Italian Diction and Lit (MUS 187) German Diction (MUS 188) 
Semester 3 (F 2016) English Diction and Lit (MUS 185) English and Italian Diction (185) 
Semester 4 (S 2017) French Diction and Lit (MUS 186) French Diction (MUS 186) 
 

The number of courses being taught will not change. They are required of the major and for the SoM to 
retain our certification with NASM. 
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