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Recent Faculty Activities: 
 
Megan Burke offered analysis of a WalletHub study ranking racial progress in each state and D.C. 
Also quoted on Carbonated.TV. 
 
The vocal jazz ensemble Unlicensed Syncopation, conducted by Andrew Dahan, was selected to 
perform at the Illinois Music Education Conference in Peoria. The group's performance is scheduled 
at 4 p.m. Friday, Jan. 29, room 405/406 at the Peoria Civic Center. 
 
Roger Garrett is in his 25th year as principal clarinetist of the Peoria Symphony Orchestra.  In this 
capacity he has performed three subscription concerts during the fall 2015 semester that included 
collaborations with Violinist Charles Yang, World Artist Audra McDonald, and Cellist Brinton 
Smith.  Notable works performed included both of Igor Stravinsky's Firebird Suite and Petrouchka 
Ballet Suite, John Corigliano's Red Violin, and the Dvorak Cello Concerto. 
-The first concert during the spring 2016 semester was a matinee including works by Mussorgsky, 
Saint-Saëns, Tchaikovsky, and Dukas. 
He auditioned the top Clarinet and Eb Clarinet High School performers in the state of Illinois in Peoria 
for the Illinois Music Educators Conference held at the Peoria Civic Center for the 28th consecutive 
year. 
-During January, February, and March of 2016 he will be rehearse and guest conduct the Clarinet 
Section of the St. Joseph-Ogden High School Band in an arrangement of Peter Warlock's Capriol 
Suite, originally written for String Orchestra, which he specifically arranged for their clarinet ensemble 
for  6 Clarinets, 2 Bass Clarinets, and a Contrabass Clarinet. 
-He has been invited to give a mouthpiece clinic at Lewis and Clark College in Portland, Oregon. 
 
Molly Robey will chair a panel on "Unearthing Remains: Recovering American Histories" at The 
Society of Nineteenth Century Americanists Fourth Biennial Conference at Penn State University on 
March 17. 
 
As part of the same four-part series for the Academy of Seniors, David Vayo will speak Thursday, 
Jan. 21 on American Adventures in Sound. 
 
Amanda Vicary, along with alumnae Yuliana Zaikman '12 and Erin Vogel '12, published the article 
"The Influence of Early Experiences and Adult Attachment on the Exhibition of the Sexual Double 
Standard" in Sexuality and Culture.  
 
Also, Vicary, Ellen Furlong, and Abbie Kerr presented "Departmental Writing Rubrics: Pros & Cons" 
on Jan. 4 at the National Institute on the Teaching of Psychology in St. Petersburg, Florida.  
 
Michael Weis spoke Jan. 14 at Illinois State University on “Revolution: Rock Music and the Birth of 
the New Era,” focusing on the connection between rock music and the social revolutions of the 
second half of the twentieth century.  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/racism-america-states-progress_us_5698018be4b0ce496423c6f5?
http://www.carbonated.tv/news/racial-progress-has-come-far-but-hasnt-reached-mlks-dream
http://www.ilmea.org/events/16imec/
https://c19conference.wordpress.com/program/
https://c19conference.wordpress.com/program/
http://events.illinoisstate.edu/cal/event/eventView.do?b=de&subid=&calPath=/public/cals/MainCal&guid=CAL-0ad76b95-4ed9fedd-014e-db1b1b95-00000aecCalendar@IllinoisState.edu&recurrenceId=#sthash.lyNdjbz4
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12119-015-9332-z


 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
I have included three reports that address important data about today’s college students and 
graduates. 
 
As we continue our work revising advising and the curriculum, Great Jobs, Great Lives: The Gallup-
Purdue Index Report of 2014 is particularly important. They correlate college graduates’ sense of well 
being and engagement in their careers with six specific undergraduate experiences. These are 
summarized on page 10: 
 

 I had at least one professor who made me excited about learning. 

 My professors cared about me as a person. 

 I had a mentor who encouraged me to pursue my goals and dreams. 

 I worked on a project that took a semester or more to complete. 

 I had an internship or job that allowed me to apply what I was learning in the classroom. 

 I was extremely active in extracurricular activities and organizations. 
 
Only 2.7% of college graduates indicate that they have had all six of these experiences, but the 
rewards are significant. As we undertake our current reforms, we should be mindful of embedding 
these in the experience of as many students as possible. 
 
The subsequent study, Great Jobs, Great Lives: The Gallup-Purdue Index Report of 2015, explores 
aspects of the collegiate experience that affect graduates’ perception of the relationship between the 
value of their education and their debt upon graduation. 
  
The third document is a new publication from AAC&U, Step Up and Lead for Equity, which provides 
an important framework for understanding the issues our students face in accessing and best utilizing 
educational opportunity. 
 
Best, 
Jonathan 
 
 


