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Student of Concern Forms 
 
Please be sure to continue using the “Student of Concern” process. Our retention 
numbers have improved in recent semesters, and although the Student of Concern 
notifications are just one component in our retention strategy, they are critical to its 
success.  
 
Design Program Update 
 
Following a number of recent campus conversations, I believe it would be helpful to 
provide a summary of the Entrepreneurship by Design opportunity, which will soon be 
put before the faculty. 
 

 In December of 2013, President Wilson and I visited an alumnus with a history of 
generous support of scholarships. He was the CEO of a company that produces 
furniture for use. He indicated that it is difficult to find employees who are able to 
understand the critical interconnections of research, design, and business. He 
believed that there could be opportunities for an interdisciplinary approach to 
flourish at an institution like ours, but at every step has made it clear that it is up 
to our faculty to develop what that might best look like. He provided a gift to allow 
our faculty to explore ways in which such a program could be a good fit for IWU. 
He also indicated that if a program were developed by members of our faculty 
and approved by CC and the full faculty, he would be interested in providing 
financial support to implement it. 

 President Wilson announced the planning gift in January 2014, and I invited any 
interested faculty to attend a couple of initial discussion sessions.   

 Early in the spring, 18 faculty members from 12 departments discussed ways in 
which a design-focused program could be a beneficial complement to the work of 
a variety of existing curricular programs and how it might help to strengthen 
synergies between existing programs. These included: 

o Studio Art: 3-D design, drawing, etc. 
o Design work in Physics 
o Accounting 
o Business: project management, intellectual property, contracts 

 Subgroups had successive meetings. The ways in which the concept of students 
identifying a problem, researching it, developing a solution, and implementing it 
mirrored efforts in a number of areas of campus, and so it seemed opportune to 
discuss ways in which entrepreneurship initiatives within the curriculum, broadly 
defined, might be complementary endeavors. 

 A May Term physics lab course for IWU students and a summer science camp 
for middle school students have each already put to use equipment acquired 
through the planning gift, to provide students with safe, accessible ways in which 



 

 

to produce prototype models of their own design. There is a sense that this sort 
of activity effectively promotes further engagement in the learning goals that the 
physics department has for students. 

 A working group was formed to do an initial curricular review and draft an outline 
of a proposed curriculum, to be brought forth to CC and to the full faculty, for 
fuller discussion. This group comprised: Jeanne Koehler, Dave Marvin, Jerry 
Olson, Gabe Spalding, Kevin Strandberg, and Curtis Trout. 

 The group reviewed a variety of curricula including the design programs at 
Rhode Island School for Design and Savannah College of Art and Design, and 
the Innovation, Creativity and Entrepreneurship Program at Wake Forest. 

o They identified elements from various programs that they believed were 
ideal for our students and our institution. 

o They conducted a review of our existing courses at IWU, to identify those 
that could be part of the program or serve as cognates. Faculty members 
offering those potentially complementary courses were contacted for 
feedback. 

o The group recognized that entrepreneurship skills and experiences, 
broadly construed, could be made available to students across all 
disciplines. 

o The resulting, initial draft of a possible major turned out to be too large, 
and so discussion turned to how some of the possible initiatives relating to 
design and entrepreneurship might be formed into collections aimed at 
serving interested students well. 

 The group chose to outline three interrelated programs: 
o An interdisciplinary major in Design 
o A complementary Entrepreneurship minor open to all non-business majors 
o An Entrepreneurship Certificate 

 This would provide a mechanism for students from programs all 
across campus to capture a set of curricular and co-curricular 
experiences in a cohesive framework that allows them to connect 
classroom work with project-based initiative outside the classroom. 

 Some experimental courses were proposed and a small number of these are 
being offered during the spring of 2015. 

 The group created a draft of the concept of the program and a summary of facility 
and staffing needs. 

 President Wilson and I shared the proposal the faculty had developed with the 
donor. In November, the donor agreed to provide funding to underwrite the 
complete cost of the first three years of the program, should it be approved by 
CC and the full faculty.  

 Professors Marvin, Olson, and Strandberg have subsequently developed 
complete proposals to submit to CC. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Recent Faculty Activities: 
 
 
The Pantagraph reported, Linda French discussed Comet Lovejoy, which has been 
putting on a nice show for skywatchers. 
 
Tian-Xiao He has published:  
- (With Leetsch C. Hsu and Xing Ron Ma) "On an extension of Riordan array and its 
application in the construction of convolution-type and Abel-type identities." European 
Journal of Combinatorics, 42 (2014), 112–134.  
- (With Peter J. -S. Shiue) "Algorithms for enumeration problem of linear congruence 
modulo m as sum of restricted partition numbers." Frontiers of Mathematics in China, 10 
(2015), no. 1, 69–89. 
 

Amanda Hopkins has been awarded the 2015 Nurse Educator Fellowship from the 

Illinois Board of Higher Education.  Hopkins is one of 22 recipients statewide to be 

awarded the fellowship, which aims to ensure the retention of well-qualified nursing 

faculty at institutions of higher learning.   

 
Narendra Jaggi was the featured guest speaker at the annual IITeration: Nation 
Building program, hosted by the Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur Alumni 
Association, Calcutta. This year's theme was "Helping Shape Tomorrow's Youth." 
 
Emily Kelahan presented "The Design Argument in Hume's Natural History of Religion" 
at the American Philosophy Association Eastern Division Annual Meeting, held Dec. 27-
30 in Philadelphia. 
 

 

http://www.pantagraph.com/entertainment/up-in-the-sky-comet-lovejoy/article_241ec655-adc8-55a7-a6be-d9973328fdf5.html
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1150108/jsp/calcutta/story_7377.jsp#.VK_rU2TF85B

