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January Pedagogy Symposium 

Saturday, January 16, 2016 

10:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

State Farm Hall, second floor (rooms 204, 206, and 208) 

The Associate Dean of Curricular and Faculty Development, the Council for Excellence in Teaching 
and Learning, and the Writing Program are pleased to announce the 2016 January Pedagogy 
Symposium. The 2016 Symposium will feature the following presentation: 

“But That's Not What My Other Teachers Say!":  

The Lack of Common Ground in Academic Writing Instruction 

In this presentation/workshop, Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein will argue that the central problem 
with American education is not the quality of American teachers, as we are often told, but the 
disconnection between them.  More specifically, Graff and Birkenstein will argue that, because 
students receive radically mixed messages as they move between teachers, subjects, and levels of 
education, few are able to master the fundamental academic skills they need to succeed, the foremost 
of which is writing.  The solution that Graff and Birkenstein will propose is to get a critical mass of 
faculty from kindergarten through graduate school on the same page regarding the type of 
conversational argument that Graff and Birkenstein focus on in their textbook, They Say/I Say: The 
Moves that Matter in Academic Writing. 

Discussion and a workshop on how to engage the presentation’s ideas will follow. 

Gerald Graff is Professor of English and Education at the University of Illinois at Chicago. A former 
president of the Modern Language Association, he is the author of numerous books about literature, 
the profession of English, and the teaching of writing and argument, including Clueless in Academe: 
How Schooling Obscures the Life of the Mind (Yale, 2003). 

Cathy Birkenstein is a lecturer in English at the University of Illinois at Chicago. She has published 
essays on writing in College English, and, with Gerald Graff in The Chronicle of Higher Education, 
Academe, and College Composition and Communication. 

A $100 stipend is available for up to 25 faculty participants. Additionally, snacks and a light lunch will b 
served. 

Please RSVP to the Mellon Center (melncntr@iwu.edu) by noon on Friday, January 8. 

If you have any questions about this event, please contact University Writing Program Director Mike 
Theune (mtheune@iwu.edu; x3877). 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

Wishing the best of the holiday season to you and all your families! 
From Academic Affairs  

 


