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COUNCIL FOR EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING AND LEARNING [CETAL] 
Report to Faculty—April 6, 2015 

 
 
The central mission of the CETAL is to support teaching and learning by fostering 
pedagogical development of IWU faculty. We strongly believe that faculty development 
and collaboration across disciplines is crucial in promoting “challenging teaching 
practices that actively engage students’ critical and creative faculties” (IWU 2020 
Teaching and Learning Goal).  
 
The following is a report of the CETAL’s activities, initiatives, and workshops during 
spring 2015:  

 
o Saturday, January 17th, 2015—January Pedagogy Symposium lead by Terry 

Zawacki, co-editor with Michelle Cox of WAC and Second-Language Writers: 
Research Towards Linguistically and Culturally Inclusive Programs and Practices. You 
can find an e-copy of this book here: http://wac.colostate.edu/books/l2/ 

 
The workshop focused on concrete strategies for teaching writing to second 
language learners.  Pre-workshop and post-workshop reading materials are 
posted in the Mellon Center Event Page: 
https://www.iwu.edu/melloncenter/events.html 

 
o Tuesday February 10th, 2015—Office of Diversity and Inclusion Faculty 

Workshop, lead by Eileen Galvez and Brandon Common. Multicultural 
Identities & Student development: Strategies for the Classroom. Over the last several 
decades, scholars have sought to understand how students develop in college. 
As a result of this research, there is an extensive body of literature that describes 
college student’s psychosocial, identity, and cognitive development. In an effort 
to utilize theory to strengthen practice, this workshop will provide faculty with a 
basic understanding of the developmental issues of today's college 
students. Specifically, presenters will share identity development models of 
African American and Latino(a) students. Utilizing case studies, participants will 
leave this workshop with concrete communicative strategies to use in the 
classroom and advising settings. 
 
Workshop reading materials are posted in the Mellon Center Event Page: 
https://www.iwu.edu/melloncenter/events.html 

 
At the request of faculty who could not attend the 2/10 workshop, a second 
workshop will be scheduled. Details to follow. 

 
o Student Focus Groups. The CETAL and the Mellon Center are working with the 

Dean of Students Office to conduct student focus groups to get a sense of what 
our students value in their learning experiences at IWU. We have selected the 
student facilitators, and they conducted one successful focus group in January, 
2015. This is an ongoing effort that will continue into next academic year.  
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o SoTL (Scholarship of Teaching and Learning). A short survey went out to 
faculty on SoTL (Scholarship of Teaching and Learning). From this survey we 
learned that there is some interest in learning more about this type of work.  The 
Mellon Center and the CETAL will continue to seek ways to collaborate with our 
ISU counterparts. 

 
o The Teaching Circles program is also underway. During spring we have 14 

faculty members participating from across campus. For more information on the 
program, please visit the Mellon Center webpage.            
https://www.iwu.edu/melloncenter/faculty-development.html 

 
A call will go out in August for those interested in participating in a Teaching 
Circle for the fall, 2015. 

 
o The project “Hybrid Learning and the Residential Liberal Arts Experience,” 

funded by a Teagle grant, is moving along. On March 5-6 a pre-production 
general meeting was held at Elmhurst College. The faculty developing content 
for the online learning modules sketched their goals, intended audiences, and 
teaching strategies. The project Steering Committee discussed the choice of 
delivery platform. At the next meeting, June 2-3 at Saint Norbert's College, the 
faculty teams will generate full drafts of the online learning modules. These 
modules are to be piloted during the fall of 2015. Please contact Diego Méndez-
Carbajo dmendez@iwu.edu if you have questions. 

 
o Prof. Méndez-Carbajo and Rick Lindquist convened a cluster of faculty 

employing technology-intensive collaborative learning pedagogy (a la wiki) to 
discuss best practices. Pennie Gray (Nursing), Loralyn Cozy (Biology), Joe Plazak 
(Music), Abigail Kerr (Psychology), and Tamara Thies (Music) attended a March 
4th meeting and shared their experiences. Please contact 
Diego dmendez@iwu.edu or Rick rlindqui@iwu.edu if you are interested in this 
topic. 

 
o Prof. Méndez-Carbajo completed a report on the printing volumes and costs 

generated by all academic units during the 2013-2014 academic year. He 
presented this information at a March 2nd Faculty Non-Org and forwarded it to 
all Chairs and Directors. Through his membership in the Classroom Support and 
Information Technology (CSIT) committee he is exploring the possibility of 
applying for an innovation grant to defray the costs of installing the PaperCut 
printing tracking software and stations at un-monitored student printing stations 
across campus.  Please contact Diego dmendez@iwu.edu if you have questions. 

 
o Prof. Méndez-Carbajo and Rick Lindquist are organizing an early-May hands-on 

workshop on instructional technology centered on providing feedback on 
student work. Date, content, and presenters will be announced soon. 
Please contact Diego dmendez@iwu.edu or Rick rlindqui@iwu.edu if you have 
questions. 
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o Google Glass initiative non-org presentation—Monday January 12, 2015  

The university received a donation of Google Glass through the Explorer 
program. CETAL invited the university community to submit proposals for 
creative uses of Glass in teaching and learning, research, entrepreneurial 
initiatives and more. We were able to fund 14 different projects. The spring 2015 
Google Glass users are busy with their projects. Because Google is not taking 
Glass into commercial production, our experimental use will end after the spring 
semester. We will create procedures in the Library to make the Glass devices part 
of our circulating technology collection. For more information on this initiative, 
visit https://www.iwu.edu/news/2014/05-google-glass.html 

 
o Mellon Center Grants. The Mellon Center invites tenure-track faculty to apply 

for small grants to develop or significantly modify an oral assignment or project 
to be taught during the 2015-16 academic year.  We are extending the deadline to 
May 15th, 2015. For more information on the MC Grants please visit  

 https://www.iwu.edu/melloncenter/faculty-development.html 
 
o Summer Bridge Program: As chair of the CETAL, Carmela is working with the 

Office of Diversity and Inclusion to develop the academic side of a summer 
bridge program targeting admitted IWU students. With the help of a funded 
Innovation Fund grant, the ELSI 2015 program (Emergent Leaders Summer 
Institute) will bring thirty admitted IWU students for a weeklong program with 
focused academic, leadership, and social programs related to the 2015-16 
University theme “A Nation Divided.” ELSI’s main goal is to equip enrolled 
students with the necessary tools and connections to be successful at Illinois 
Wesleyan.  

 
In May, the CETAL will begin planning workshops and other faculty development 
activities for the 2015-2016 academic year. The CETAL welcomes any suggestions, 
initiatives, plans, or ideas you might have in regards to supporting teaching and 
learning on campus. Please send any of these in an electronic form to Carmela Ferradáns 
cferrada@iwu.edu or send your suggestions via the Suggestion Box in the Mellon Center 
web page. 
 
I would like to acknowledge all CETAListas for their good work during academic year 
2014-15: Pennie Gray (spring 2015); Mark Liffiton; Diego Méndez-Carbajo, Technology 
Fellow; Rick Lindquist; Trey Short; Mary Ann Bushman (fall 2014); Mike Theune, newly 
appointed Director of the Writing Program (spring 2015); Karen Schmidt; and Lynda 
Duke, Associate Dean who serves in the council ex-officio.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Carmela Ferradáns 
Your CETAL chair for the year 
 


