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COUNCIL FOR EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING AND LEARNING [CETAL] 

Report to Faculty—December 1st, 2014 
 
The Council for Excellence in Teaching and Learning usually meets twice a month. The 
central mission of the CETAL is to support teaching and learning by fostering 
pedagogical development of IWU faculty. We strongly believe that faculty development 
and collaboration across disciplines is crucial in promoting “challenging teaching 
practices that actively engage students’ critical and creative faculties” (IWU 2020 
Teaching and Learning Goal).  
 
Together with the Writing Program and the International Office, this academic year the 
CETAL is sponsoring workshops that develop effective pedagogical strategies that align 
with the needs of our increasingly multicultural and diverse student body. In the 
8/25/2014 presentation “Meet the Class of 2018” Tony Bankston, Dean of Admissions, 
provided an overview of the academic profile and demographics of our first year 
students, Chandra Shipley, Director of Academic Advising/Coordinator of Disability 
Services, discussed advising tips to meet the needs of our new students, Annorah 
Moorman, Assistant Dean and Director of Counseling Services, focused on 
the psychological and emotional aspects of our incoming students, and Stacey Shimizu, 
Director of the International Office, discussed immediate academic needs of our 
international students.  We have posted Tony’s and Stacey’s presentations in the Mellon 
Center Webpage.   
 
The following is a progress report of the CETAL’s ongoing activities, initiatives, and 
workshops for this academic year:  
 

o The CETAL is working with the Dean of Students Office to conduct student 
focus groups to get a sense of what our students value in their learning 
experiences at IWU. We have selected the student facilitators, and they will start 
their work in January, 2015. We hope to have a report to faculty in April 2015.  

 
o The Mellon Center and the CETAL collaboration efforts with our ISU 

counterparts. A short survey went out to faculty on SoTL (Scholarship of 
Teaching and Learning). From this survey we learned that there is some interest 
in learning more about this topic and attending workshops sponsored by ISU or 
other nearby institutions. If you are interested in learning more about SoTL, 
please contact Lynda Duke lduke@iwu.edu 

 
o The Teaching Circles program is also underway. This semester we have 14 

faculty members participating from across campus. For more information on the 
program, please visit the Mellon Center webpage 
https://www.iwu.edu/melloncenter/faculty-development.html 

 
If you are interested in participating in Teaching Circles in the spring, please 
contact Lynda Duke  lduke@iwu.edu  
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o The project “Hybrid Learning and the Residential Liberal Arts Experience,” 
funded by a Teagle grant, is advancing. The project’s steering committee has 
selected the faculty representatives from IWU: Leah Nillas (Technological 
Adaptability), Bill Hudson (Communication and Presentation Skills), and Chris 
Sweet (Information Fluency). These colleagues will collaborate with faculty from 
other institutions in the BLAISE Alliance in the development of web-based 
learning resources. For more information on any aspect of this project, please 
contact Prof. Diego Méndez-Carbajo  dmendez@iw.edu  

 
o Prof. Méndez-Carbajo and Rick Lindquist are working on identifying clusters of 

faculty with a common interest in instructional technologies (Moodle, flipping-
the-classroom, clickers, etc) to work together in learning and developing 
classroom-techniques. Look for another “technology–cluster board” at the 
December 1st faculty meeting. Please contact Diego dmendez@iwu.edu or Rick 
rlindqui@iwu.edu if you have questions.  

 
o Please mark your calendars for the following workshops and presentations: 

 
Saturday, January 10th 10:00-12:00PM   
IWU is hosting the SLAC Annual Meeting  (SLAC=Small Liberal Arts 
Colleges)  
The Writing Program and the Ames Library invite faculty to attend Professor Joe 
Bizup’s presentation, Genres, Disciplines, and Research: A ‘Useful’ Approach to 
Teaching Research-Based Writing, on Saturday, Jan. 10, 2015 from 10:00 to 12:00 in 
Joslin Atrium.   
 
Bizup, Writing Program Director at Boston University, will be the keynote 
speaker at the annual SLAC conference, which IWU is hosting this year on Jan. 9 
and 10.  (SLAC consists of writing program and writing center directors at small 
liberal arts colleges that belong to the Annapolis group.)  
 
If you wish to join the Slackers, please email Mary Ann Bushman.  All faculty are 
welcome.  
 
Google Glass initiative non-org presentation—Monday January 12, 2015  
The university received a donation of Google Glass through the Explorer 
program. CETAL invited the university community to submit proposals for 
creative uses of Glass in teaching and learning, research, entrepreneurial 
initiatives and more. We reviewed applications in April and were able to fund 14 
different projects. For more information on this initiative, visit 
https://www.iwu.edu/news/2014/05-google-glass.html 
 
Karen Schmidt will coordinate this non-org presentation by the first round of 
Glass users.  
 
Saturday, January 17th  2015 January Pedagogy Symposium 8:30-12:00PM lead 
by Terry Zawacki, co-editor with Michelle Cox of WAC and Second-Language 
Writers: Research Towards Linguistically and Culturally Inclusive Programs and 
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Practices. You can find an e-copy of this book here: 
http://wac.colostate.edu/books/l2/ 
 
The workshop will focus on concrete strategies for teaching writing to second 
language learners.  
 
Pre-workshop reading materials in the Mellon Center Event Page: 
https://www.iwu.edu/melloncenter/events.html 

   
 Please RSVP to Julie Lappin  jlappin@iwu.edu by Monday, January 12th, 2015.  

 
 
Tuesday February 10th, 2015  4:00-5:00PM Davidson Room—Office of Diversity 
and Inclusion Faculty Workshop 
 
Multicultural Identities & Student development: Strategies for the Classroom 
Over the last several decades, scholars have sought to understand how students 
develop in college. As a result of this research, there is an extensive body of 
literature that describes college student’s psychosocial, identity, and cognitive 
development. In an effort to utilize theory to strengthen practice, this workshop 
will provide faculty with a basic understanding of the developmental issues of 
today's college students. Specifically, presenters will share identity development 
models of African American and Latino(a) students. Utilizing case studies, 
participants will leave this workshop with concrete communicative strategies to 
use in the classroom and advising settings. 
  
Please RSVP to Julie Lappin  jlappin@iwu.edu  by Friday, February 6th 2015.  
 

o Mellon Center Grants. The Mellon Center invites tenure-track faculty to apply 
for small grants to develop or significantly modify a class oral assignment or 
project to be taught during the 2015-16 academic year. We particularly seek 
significant assignments or projects that involve scaffolding (incremental stages 
towards a final product) or sequenced assignments. The proposed assignment(s) 
may be planned for any course, at any level. Call for proposals will go out in 
January 2015.  For more information and forms, please visit the Mellon Center 
web page  https://www.iwu.edu/melloncenter/faculty-development.html 

 
The CETAL welcomes any suggestions, initiatives, plans, or ideas you might have in 
regards to supporting teaching and learning on campus. Please send any of these in an 
electronic form to Carmela Ferradáns cferrada@iwu.edu or send your suggestions via 
the Suggestion Box in the Mellon Center web page. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Carmela Ferradáns 
Your CETAL chair for the year 
 


