
Curriculum Council Consent Agenda 
Addendum 

December 1, 2014 

I.  Proposed New Course: MUS 113: Audio Recording Techniques (1 unit) (no Gen Ed). 

Course Description: Introduction to digital audio recording, editing, and mastering.  Prerequisite: Permission of Instructor. 
Offered each Fall. 

Course objectives 

The students registered for this class will learn: 

1. Basic audio signal flow as it pertains to recording and playback 
2. Basic acoustic characteristics of both spaces and instruments 
3. Microphone placement for various instruments 
4. Sound editing, including splicing, fades, pitch correction 
5. Basic audio mastering, including level adjustment, equalization, dithering, etc. 
6. Digital vs. analog - Applications and limitations of Digital sound files 
7. Duplication, archiving, and file-sharing topics 

 
Assessment 

The students will be assessed through exams on basic concepts and principles of recording as well as on projects done 
outside of class. The final exam will be a major recording project. 

Written Rationale 

How does this course fit in with your overall program and faculty/staff interest? 

The central aim of this course is give the student a thorough knowledge in the basics of modern, digital recording 
techniques. Many of these skills are required in the contemporary music field. This new course will address this vital 
component of 21st century musical training that is currently not addressed by the School of Music. It will strengthen the 
school's curriculum and I suspect will be a popular elective for non-music majors. William Hudson will teach this course.  
Another SOM faculty member, Joseph Plazak, is also qualified to teach this course. These two faculty members are also 
interested in exploring the possibility of “team-teaching” this course. The addition of this course will have minimal effects 
on staffing. 

Why are you offering a course at this level? This will be an introductory course in audio recording techniques. It seems 
to fit at the 100 level in comparison with other classes being offered. If it becomes a popular course, an advanced class 
could be developed and offered as a 200-level course.  

Explain how the library, computer, media or other resources are or are not adequate? 

With the addition of 4 copies of Pro Tools software ($295 ea.) which will be purchased via the School of Music Budget 
and an Instructional Development grant, our computer lab will meet the demands of this course. There will not be a time 
where everyone registered has to access the program at the same time.  The SOM has recently acquired a stand-alone 
portable recording device as well as an audio interface to allow a computer to serve as a recording device.  

Staffing 

William Hudson will teach this course and no additional staff will be required. 
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II. Proposed School of Music Course Numbering Sequences (with and without Writing Intensive flags). 

We currently offer a sequence of upper level courses in the History of Musical Style (as specified below) each one of 
which is worth 1 credit hour and carries a Writing Intensive flag.   

MUS 353: History of Musical Style I: Renaissance 

MUS 354: History of Musical Style II: Baroque 

MUS 355: History of Musical Style III: Classic 

MUS 356: History of Musical Style IV: Romantic 

MUS 357: History of Musical Style V: Post-Romanticism 

MUS 358: History of Musical Style VI: Post-World War II to the Present 

The changes for which we are seeking approval will result in two alternative options to be offered simultaneously for each 
of these courses: one with a WI flag and one without it.  The final scenario, then, will have:  

Courses WITH a WI flag (corresponding to the exact same courses we currently offer but renumbered with an additional 
“w”) 

MUS 353w: History of Musical Style I: Renaissance 
MUS 354w: History of Musical Style II: Baroque 
MUS 355w: History of Musical Style III: Classic 
MUS 356w: History of Musical Style IV: Romantic 
MUS 357w: History of Musical Style V: Post-Romanticism 
MUS 358w: History of Musical Style VI: Post-World War II to the Present 

Courses WITHOUT the WI flag (corresponding to the same basic course we offer, but without the writing component and 
flag) 

MUS 353: History of Musical Style I: Renaissance 
MUS 354: History of Musical Style II: Baroque 
MUS 355: History of Musical Style III: Classic 
MUS 356: History of Musical Style IV: Romantic 
MUS 357: History of Musical Style V: Post-Romanticism 
MUS 358: History of Musical Style VI: Post-World War II to the Present 

None of the courses carried or will carry a General Education credit. 

We are seeking a WI flag for 353w; 354w; 355w; 356w; 357w; and 358w   

The old 353; 354; 355; 356; 357; and 358, carried a WI flag that will now be transferred to 353w; 354w; 355wl 356wl 
357w, and 358w.  (The new 353; 354; 355; 356; 357; and 358 will carry no flag). 

The courses are typically taught by 3 different instructors who will use the GenEd Student Survey. 

Content-evaluation related issues: These courses will be taught by various instructors.  Regarding content, the main 
difference between the two sequences will be the writing component.  I expect that, in all cases, in addition to the writing 
component, the courses will entail two to three major tests, a number of listening quizzes, and class discussions to which 
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part of the grade is assigned (which has been the case up until now).  Occasionally, they have also included a number of 
other projects (presentations, analytical assignments or class performances).  So I expect that each instructor will re-
distribute grade percentages according to his/her practice and preference.  In the case of the course whose syllabi I am 
enclosing, because we only have two major tests, I would choose to add an analytical assignment for the non-WI, so as 
not to make any of the two majors tests any heavier than they already are.  But in cases where I give three majors tests, I 
might decide not to assign any additional activities and just increase the grade weight assigned to several categories by 
5%. 

Regarding number of sections: We usually offer two sections of the same period every semester (as we have a large 
number of students that need to take it).  Thus, we would need to offer four sections for, typically, students do not get to 
choose whether to take it in the morning or afternoon but are rather left with a single option that varies from student to 
student, depending on their major and courses.  (In other words, we would need to give them the option to take each 
course with and without the WI, morning or afternoon.) 

New description: These courses have always been writing intensive.  Therefore, the descriptions below—taken from our 
catalog—should remain intact for the sequence with the WI flag (which I have assigned to odd numbered sections): 

353 History of Musical Style I: Renaissance (1) Sections 1 and 3 (W) 
Study of musical styles and historical context 1450-1600, culminating in the works of Palestrina and Victoria. Explores in 
greater depth the core repertory and composers covered in MUS 201 with emphasis on musical analysis and 
interdisciplinary perspectives. Substantial written component and required listening. Prerequisite: 201. Offered 
occasionally. 

354 History of Musical Style II: Baroque (1) Sections 1 and 3 (W) 
Study of musical style in Europe from the Florentine camerata to the end of high-Baroque counterpoint. Emphasis on 
application of appropriate analytical techniques, interdisciplinary perspectives, performance practice and interpretation. 
Substantial written component, required listening.  Prerequisite: 201. Offered occasionally. 

355 History of Musical Style III: Classic (1) Sections 1 and 3 (W) 
Study of the Classic period in Europe and its opera, symphonic, piano, and chamber repertories. Emphasis on application 
of appropriate analytical techniques, interdisciplinary perspectives, historical and cultural context, performance practice 
and interpretation. Substantial written component, required listening.  Prerequisite: MUS 202. Offered occasionally. 

356 History of Musical Style IV: Romantic (1) Sections 1 and 3 (W) 
Study of 19th century music in Europe and its opera, symphonic, piano, and chamber repertories. Emphasis on application 
of appropriate analytical techniques, interdisciplinary perspectives, historical and cultural context, performance practice 
and interpretation. Substantial written component, required listening.  Prerequisite: MUS 202.  Offered occasionally. 

357 History of Musical Style V: Post-Romanticism to WWII (1) Sections 1 and 3 (W) 
Study of developments and innovations in musical styles during this volatile period. Emphasis  on application of 
appropriate analytical techniques, interdisciplinary perspectives, historical and cultural context, performance practice and 
interpretation. Substantial written component, required listening.  Prerequisite: MUS 202.  Offered every other fall. 

358 History of Musical Style VI: Post-World War II to the Present (1) Sections 1 and 3 (W) 
The expanding concert-music universe of the contemporary era. The modernist, neoclassic and postmodern aesthetics; the 
exploration of timbre, texture and intonation; the growth of electronic and computer music; the development of new forms 
of music theater, sound art, and multimedia; the profound effects of popular, jazz, and traditional music. Substantial 
required writing and listening.  Prerequisite: MUS 202.  Offered every other spring. 
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The descriptions below have been adjusted to apply to the same sequence without the WI component (even-numbered 
sections). 

353 History of Musical Style I: Renaissance (1) Sections 2 and 4  
Study of musical styles and historical context 1450-1600, culminating in the works of Palestrina and Victoria. Explores in 
greater depth the core repertory and composers covered in MUS 201 with emphasis on musical analysis and 
interdisciplinary perspectives. Substantial listening  required.   Prerequisite: 201.  Offered occasionally. 

354 History of Musical Style II: Baroque (1) Sections 2 and 4 
Study of musical style in Europe from the Florentine camerata to the end of high-Baroque counterpoint. Emphasis on 
application of appropriate analytical techniques, interdisciplinary perspectives, performance practice and interpretation. 
Substantial listening required.  Prerequisite: 201.  Offered occasionally. 

355 History of Musical Style III: Classic (1) Sections 2 and 4  
Study of the Classic period in Europe and its opera, symphonic, piano, and chamber repertories. Emphasis on application 
of appropriate analytical techniques, interdisciplinary perspectives, historical and cultural context, performance practice 
and interpretation. Substantial listening required.  Prerequisite: MUS 202.  Offered occasionally. 

356 History of Musical Style IV: Romantic (1) Sections 2 and 4 
Study of 19th century music in Europe and its opera, symphonic, piano, and chamber repertories. Emphasis on application 
of appropriate analytical techniques, interdisciplinary perspectives, historical and cultural context, performance practice 
and interpretation. Substantial listening required.  Prerequisite: MUS 202.  Offered occasionally. 

357 History of Musical Style V: Post-Romanticism to WWII (1) Sections 2 and 4 
Study of developments and innovations in musical styles during this volatile period. Emphasis on application of 
appropriate analytical techniques, interdisciplinary perspectives, historical and cultural context, performance practice and 
interpretation. Substantial written component, required listening.  Prerequisite: MUS 202.  Offered every other fall. 

358 History of Musical Style VI: Post-World War II to the Present (1) Sections 2 and 4  
The expanding concert-music universe of the contemporary era. The modernist, neoclassic and postmodern aesthetics; the 
exploration of timbre, texture and intonation; the growth of electronic and computer music; the development of new forms 
of music theater, sound art, and multimedia; the profound effects of popular, jazz, and traditional music. Substantial 
listening required.  Prerequisite: MUS 202.  Offered every other spring. 

The new sequences will keep the same pre-requisite attached to the old sequence: MUS 201 for MUS 353w, 353, 354w, 
and 354; and  

MUS 202 for MUS 355w, 355, 356w, 356, 357w, 357, 358w, and 358.  

We will begin offering the new sequences in chronological rotation beginning in Fall 2014 (with MUS 357w and 357).  

MUS 357w and 357 are offered every other fall. 

MUS 358w and 358 are offered every other spring. 

All other are offered occasionally (in chronological rotation) 

No other departments are affected. 
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Written rationale 

Music students, depending on their degree and major, are required to take 2-3 courses from the series.  Because of this, 
they typically fulfill both WI flags required by the university, within their major and during their junior and senior years.  
Allowing them to take the second and third required course from the series as non-writing intensive courses will result in 
the following benefits: 

-  it will allow them to comply with the university mandate of enrolling in a writing intensive course during their 
sophomore year 

- it will provide some flexibility for students who are double majors and end up taking many more WI courses than they 
are required.  (I currently have a student who is a triple major and, since one of her majors is English, her second course 
from the series is her ninth WI course.)  

- it will allow them to take one of the WI courses outside of music.  Writing about music has its own particular set of 
challenges.  Because of this, a great deal of time, work and effort in these courses goes toward dealing with the particular 
difficulties inherent in writing about technical aspects of music.  However, while this skill is crucial for students pursuing 
graduate degrees in theory and musicology, most of our students do not go in either field.  For the vast majority of them, 
then, the exercise of writing a paper in the humanities can be as valuable—in some cases more valuable—than writing a 
heavily analytical paper on music.  (Students who are interested in pursuing graduate degrees in Musicology and Theory 
should not be significantly affected, as they are typically encouraged to enroll in at least one substantial independent study 
in their field of interest.) 

- it will encourage music students to take extra courses in the series as electives, which they are often interested in doing 
but do not do because of the writing component associated with the WI flag.  

Other considerations 

-The courses will be taught by the three faculty members that have taught them before, Adriana Ponce, Stephen Press and 
David Vayo. 

There will be no changes whatsoever in terms of resources, staffing, total number of credit units for majors, minor or 
degrees, etc.  The only changes to the programs will be as follows: 

For Bachelor of Arts degree: 

Major sequence 

The requirement of three units in music history and literature or two units of music history and literature and one of music 
theory and composition to be selected from 353, 354, 355, 356, 357, 358 (in history) and 301, 302 and 309 (in theory) will 
now be selected 353w, 354w, 355w, 356w, 357w, 358w, 353, 354, 355, 356, 357, 358 (in history) and 301, 302 and 309 
(in theory) 

Minor Sequence 

The requirement of one unit of music history/literature to be selected from 353, 354, 355, 356, 357, 358, will now be 
selected from 353w, 354w, 355w, 356w, 357w, 358w, 353, 354, 355, 356, 357, 358. 

For Bachelor of Music degree: 

Majors: Piano performance, Classical Guitar, Voice and Orchestral Instruments 
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The requirement of two units of music history/literature to be selected from 353, 354, 355, 356, 357, 358, will now be 
selected from 353w, 354w, 355w, 356w, 357w, 358w, 353, 354, 355, 356, 357, and 358. 

Composition: 

The requirement of two units of music history and literature: 358 and either 353, 354, 355, 356, or 357 will now be: 358w 
or 358 and either 353w, 354w, 355w, 356w, 357w, 353, 354, 355, 356, or 357. 

For Bachelor of Music Education: 

The requirement of two course units of music history/literature to be selected from 353, 354, 355, 356, 357, 358, will now 
be selected from 353w, 354w, 355w, 356w, 357w, 358w, 353, 354, 355, 356, 357, and 358. 

III. Proposed Revision of Existing Political Science Major and Minor. 

In response to a 2013 external review, the political science faculty has reflected upon the structure and qualities of our 
curriculum. One significant point of feedback provided by our external reviewers was that we should make the front end 
of our major more inviting by facilitating students’ more rapid entry to topical courses, meaning spending a little less time 
taking our three introductory (100-level) courses. We also have reflected on our 2009 change from requiring 10 courses to 
11 courses for the major (while retaining a 6-course requirement for the minor). We propose changing both the number of 
required introductory courses from 2 to 1 and for both the major and the minor, and to reduce the number of courses 
required for the major from 11 back to 10. We also propose minor wording changes to our off-campus requirement for the 
major and the upper level load requirement for the major. 

To be explicit about a point that raised some earlier concern with Curriculum Council, we will speak of “courses” instead 
of “units” for all aspects of our curriculum. To address one other point CD raised, we encourage students to take courses 
in neighboring fields: economics, history, etc. No, we do not care to prescribe which courses in those neighboring fields. 
The suggestion is intentionally of a general  type, as it has been for more than a decade and a half in the catalog language, 
and we think that’s good enough. 

Proposed revised major requirements: 

A minimum of 10 courses in political science, including: 

6 electives (at least two of which must be at the 300-level or above);  

and 4 required courses: 

• Political Science 101, 102, or 103 
• Political Science 315, 316, 317, or 318 
• Political Science 392 
• Political Science 415 (fall semester only) 

Political science majors must also satisfy an off-campus requirement. This requirement does not necessarily 
involve a specific course. Rather, students can satisfy this requirement by completing PSCI 395, 396, 397, a study 
abroad program, the Washington Semester, the Georgetown Semester, the Chicago Urban Studies Program, or a 
department approved May Term course. Students seeking to apply a May Term course to this requirement must 
obtain the department chair’s approval for doing so prior to the beginning of the course. 

Political science majors are also encouraged to take relevant courses in the following areas: economics, history, 
philosophy, statistics, and sociology. 
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Current major requirements (from pages 249-250 in the university catalog): 

A minimum of 11 courses in political science, including: 

5 electives;  

and 6 required courses: 

• Political Science 101 
• Political Science 102 or 103 
• Political Science 315, 316, 317, or 318 
• Political Science 392 
• Political Science 415 (fall semester only) 
• Political Science 395, 396, 397, or equivalent off-campus learning experience. 

The off-campus learning requirement can be fulfilled by enrolling in an study abroad program, the Washington 
Semester, the Chicago Urban Studies Program, a department approved May Term course, or by taking PSCI 395, 
396, or 397.  

Political science majors are also encouraged to take relevant courses in the following areas: economics, history, 
philosophy, statistics, and sociology. 

Proposed revised minor requirements: 

Students contemplating a minor in political science should consult with the department head before choosing courses. The 
minor consists of 6 courses, to include: 

1) at least one course from each of the two areas listed below: 
A) Political Science 101, 102, or 103 
B) Political Science 315, 316, 317, or 318 

2) at least one other course at the 300-level or above (in addition to 1, B above) 
3) three additional electives in political science (for a total of 6 courses) 

Note: Not more than one course of independent study or internship may count toward the minor (Political Science 250, 
396, 397, or 402). 

Current minor requirements (from page 250 in the university catalog): 

Students contemplating a minor in political science should consult with the department head before choosing courses. The 
minor consists of 6 courses, to include: 

1) at least one course from each of the three areas listed below: 
A) Political Science 101 
B) Political Science 102 or 103 
C) Political Science 315, 316, 317, or 318 

2) at least two courses at the 300-level or above 
3) not more than one course unit of independent study or internship may count toward the minor (political 

science 250, 396, 397, or 402). 

Rationale: 
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We want to make the political science major and minor more accessible to new and prospective majors and minors by 
accelerating their entry into the main body of our curriculum. Previously, we have implicitly directed students to take a 
pair of 100-level courses (from 101, 102, 103) prior to enrolling in 200-level courses. Over the past couple of years, and 
with more revisions to come, we have developed a number of welcoming 200-level course that students can realistically 
take without such extensive introductions as we currently require.  In the interest of moving students into more substantive 
content, we would seek to reduce from 2 to 1 the number of our introductory courses majors and minors are required to 
complete. Our history tells us that many of our majors (and minors) complete multiple introductory courses with us, 
beyond our basic requirements. Hence, we remain confident that the large majority of our majors will indeed graduate 
with broad exposure to the discipline. As we continue to develop inviting 200-level courses, we will remain mindful of the 
need to do so without setting up significant prerequisite course experiences. 

Staffing: 

These changes do not set up any staffing implications, so far as we can see. We will each continue to offer at least one 
section of an introductory course each year (some of us will offer one each semester), and we will each continue to offer a 
range of upper-level courses as well. Recent enrollments in 101, 102, and 103 have been solid (regularly above 20, some 
at or above 30). Most students in these courses are not political science majors or minors, meaning we offer these sections 
mainly in the spirit of community service to the general education program. Some political science majors and minors will 
opt to satisfy their 6-course or 10-course requirement by taking more upper-level electives. Such courses tend to have 
ample seats to accommodate these students. 

Library resources: 

We see no library or facilities resource implications in this move. 
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