
2021 Spring Choral Concert 
 

Program 
 

Several compositions on this program were chosen to reflect this year’s academic theme 
at Illinois Wesleyan University: Health, Healing, and Humanity. 

 
I 

Arise, Everyone, Rise! James J. Machan 
 (b. 1939) 
 

Arise, ev’ryone, rise! 
Arise and let your songs be heard through all the earth! 
Let your voice ring loud and clear, 
Dispel the ages’ hate and fear. 
Dedicate yourselves to beauty, 
This be now a living duty: 
With music, bring you hope and good 
To people, love and brotherhood. 
Arise, lift up your hearts 
And sing for joy! 
 James J. Machan 

 
Canto Del Agua David Hill 
(sung in Spanish) 

Mark Anderson, guitar, Jonah Klima, bongo drums, 
Gretchen Church, piano 

 
It’s a song of the morning, 
At the edge of the river. 
What is the dark-skinned lady saying? 
“Cover me because I am cold.” 
What is the dark-skinned lady saying? 
“Let’s fall in love.” 
 
Ay, yai, yai, Tonight I’m going away 
Ay, yai, yai, to walk among the dunes 
Ay, yai, yai, Lend me your eyes, dark-skinned one 
Because the moon is hiding itself.  
 
It’s a song of the morning, 
At the edge of the river. 
What is the dark-skinned lady saying? 
“Cover me because I am cold.” 
What is the dark-skinned lady saying? 
“Let’s fall in love.” 



Ay, yai, yai, I don’t know what is happening to me 
Ay, yai, yai, when I am near the ocean. 
Ay, yai, yai, Lend me your eyes, dark-skinned one 
Because the moon is hiding itself.  
 
Note in score: 
Canto Del Agua (Water Song) is an example of Venezuelan folk music associated 
with a tradition called Joropo. Joropo encompasses not only music, but also poetry, 
dance, and the fiestas that go along with them. The music of Joropo originated with 
the sailors and musicians who arrived in South America on the Spanish galleons.  
  

University Choir tenors and basses 
 
Ascribe to the Lord Rosephanye Powell 
 (b. 1962) 

Gretchen Church, piano 
 
Ascribe to the Lord, O mighty ones, 
    Ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
    In the splendor of his holiness, worship Him! 
The voice of the Lord is over the waters; 
    The God of glory thunders. 
The voice of the Lord is powerful, 
    the voice of the Lord is majestic! 

 Psalm 29: 1-4 
 

University Choir sopranos and altos 
 
O Sing Joyfully Adrian Batten 
 (c. 1590-1637) 
 

O sing joyfully unto God our strength: 
    Make a cheerful noise to the God of Jacob. 
Take the song, bring hither the tabret:  
    The merry harp with the lute. 
Blow up the trumpet at the new moon: 
    Ev’n in the time appointed, and upon our solemn feast day. 
For this is a statute for Israel: 
    And a law of the God of Jacob. 

 Psalm 81: 1-4 
 
  



Lunar Lullaby Jacob Narverud 
 (b. 1986) 
 

Gretchen Church, piano 
 

The moon settles in the dusky sky. 
The gentle eyes of the north star  
Rest upon your sleeping face  
And the heavens gaze upon you. 
 
In this moment, I know; 
You are not from the ground on which you tread,  
But of the stars. 
You are my radiant, my celestial child. 
 
As night is drown'd by morning 
You remain by my side, 
Accompanying the sunrise 
Until night swells again across the sky. 
 
Then, dreaming, you return to the stars. 
 Kathleen Nicely 

 
Wana Baraka Kenyan Folk Song 
(sung in Swahili) Arr. Shawn L. Kirchner 
 (b. 1970) 
  

Jonah Klima, bongo drums 
 

They have blessings, those who pray; 
Jesus himself said so. Alleluia! 
 
They have peace, those who pray; 
Jesus himself said so. Alleluia! 
 
They have joy, those who pray; 
Jesus himself said so. Alleluia! 
 
They have well-being, those who pray; 
Jesus himself said so. Alleluia! 
 

University Choir 
J. Scott Ferguson, conductor 

 
  



II 
Love is Love is Love is Love Abbie Betinis 
 (b. 1980) 

 
Love is love is love is love. 
O love is love is love is love. 
Ubi caritas et amor, 
Where there’s love, love is love. 
Love, love, love. 
All we need is love. 

 Words compiled by Abbie Betinis 
 

Combined Choirs 
 

III 
Laudate Dominum Steffano Bernardi 
(sung in Latin) (ca. 1577-1637) 
 

Praise ye the Lord our God, for He is merciful;  
Glorify His name, for the Lord is just and kind.  
Everything that He did will to be was done in heaven and upon earth. 

 Psalm 135:3, 6 
 
Jesu, meine Freude, BWV 227 J. S. Bach 
(sung in German)  (1685-1750) 
  
1. Chorale: Jesu, meine Freude 

 
Jesus, my joy, 
My heart's pasture, 
Jesus, my treasure! 
Ah, how long, ah long 
Has my heart suffered 
And longed for you! 
God's lamb, my bridegroom, 
Besides You on earth 
Nothing shall be dearer to me. 

  



  
 11. Chorale: Weicht, ihr Trauergeister 
 

Hence, you spirits of sadness, 
For my Master of joy, 
Jesus, comes here. 
For those who love God, 
Even their troubles 
Must be pure sugar. 
Though I endure mockery and shame here already, 
Nevertheless you stay with me even in sorrow, 
Jesus, my joy. 

 
Come, My Light. Imant Raminsh 
 (b. 1943) 

Come, my light, illumine my darkness, 
Come, my life, and revive me from death, 
Come, my physician and heal my wounds. 
Come, flame of divine love and burn up the thorns of my sins, 
And kindle my heart with the flame of thy love. 
Come, my king, oh, come, my king,  
And sit upon the throne of my heart and reign there, 
For thou alone art my king and my Lord! Amen. 
 St. Dimitry of Rostov (117th.c) 
 Trans. Bishop Kallistos Ware 

   
Two Songs for Hope and Unity (World Premiere)    

 
Made possible by the Sylvia Monti Anderson Commissioned Choral Work Fund 

honoring Delta Omicron at Illinois Wesleyan University. 
 

Diego Alonso Audette Aste, guitar, Kinan Abou-afach, cello 
 

 I. Munïjït (Soliloquy) ةاجانم   Kinan Abou-afach  
 (sung in Arabic)  (b. 1977)  

Christopher Lerch, tenor 
 

O doves of Moringa and Miswak trees,  
Be easy on me and don't amplify my sorrows with your sorrow. 
Be kind to me, don't reveal my hidden sadness with your lamentation and weeping. 
I used to reject my friends if their belief didn't match with mine. 
But my heart became accepting for every image: deer pasture and monks' convent, 
Idolatry temples and circumambulating Kaaba, Torah tablets, and the Qur'an codex. 
I believe in the religion of Love wherever its paths go, as Love is my faith and belief. 

  
 Ibn ‘Arabī (1165-1240) 



 
 II. Esperanza Forjada (Hope Forged) Diego Alonso Audette Aste 
 (sung in Spanish) (b. 1977) 

 
Hope murmurs...  
Unprecedented deception, truth that was lost. 
Hope is stolen... 
Eruption of the people, money that triumphed.  
 
Twilight of deception Luster of reality 
The dawn of a new society.  
 
I dreamed of equality, 
a united society, 
sovereign differences, celebrate.  
The fortunate of having more than one skin color, cultures, peace and freedom.  
 
I dreamed of brotherhood 
a united society, 
a flow of compassion for others.  
Without savage greed, a glow of acceptance, grounded solidarity.  
. 
I dreamed of honestly, 
a wise society, 
those in Power, foundation of morality.  
No deception to fear, 
Hope and love, 
What was dreamed of, we will forge.  

 Diego Alonso Audette Aste 
 
Vem Kan Segla Förutan Vind.  arr. Jonathan Rathbone 
(sung in Swedish) 
 

Who can sail without wind, 
Who can row without oars, 
Who can part from their friend 
Without shedding tears? 
  
I can sail without wind, 
I can row without oars, 
But I can't part from my friend 
Without shedding tears. 

 
  



Hear My Prayer  Moses Hogan 
 (1957-2003) 
 

O Lord, please hear my prayer; In the morning when I rise. 
 It's your servant bound for glory. O dear Lord, please hear my prayer. 
O Lord, please hear my prayer. Keep me safe within your arms. 
 It's your servant bound for glory. O dear Lord, please hear my prayer. 
When my work on earth is done, And you come to take me home. 
 Just to know I'm bound for glory; And to hear You say, "Well done!" 
Done with sin and sorrow. Have mercy. Mercy. 

 Moses Hogan 
 
Soon I Will Be Done Stacey Gibbs 
 (b. 1962) 

 
Maddie Hanrahan, Cameron Kidd, soprano 

 
Collegiate Choir 

J. Scott Ferguson, conductor 
 

We extend our sincere thanks to Father Jeffrey Stirniman 
and Holy Trinity Church for the use of their facility to make this recording and to Nick Helten and 

Isaac Gaff for their excellent work as videographer and recording engineer.  
 

 
  



University Choir, 
J. Scott Ferguson, conductor 
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Commission Composers 
 
Kinan Abou-afach is a cellist, oud player, composer, and recipient of the Pew Fellowship in 
2013. The Syrian-born musician began his musical studies at the Arabic Institute of Music in 
Damascus, where he eventually joined the National Syrian Symphony Orchestra and performed 
with the Middle Eastern Ensemble. He holds a Bachelor’s Degrees in cello and oud performance 
from the Higher Institute of Music and a Master’s Degree in Cello Performance from DePaul 
University School of Music. As a composer, described as “a Journey in Sound” and 
“Phenomenal,” Abou-afach crafts music that is saturated with unique scales, rhythmic grooves, 
and improvisation-esque progressions, keeping with some traditions while sounding 
contemporary. He works on creating a sound that’s based loosely on the Arabic modal traditions 
known as maqam, while using elements from the western traditions (Classical, Jazz, Electronic, 
Musique concrète). 
 
Diego Alonso Audette Aste is a guitarist, educator & composer who specializes in flamenco, 
classical, Latin and jazz inspired music. He holds a Masters degree in flamenco pedagogy, 
musicology & ethnomusicology ("Flamencología") from the Escola Superior de Música de 
Catalunya (Barcelona, Spain) and graduated with highest honors in flamenco guitar performance 
from the Fundación Cristina Heeren de Arte Flamenco (Seville, Spain). Since 2002 Diego 
Alonso has composed for, and performed with, a long list of prominent musicians from all 
genres of music across the globe. As an educator, Diego has taught over 15,000 private guitar 
lessons and has given over 300 hundred lectures, educational performances, workshops and 
clinics on flamenco music, dance & history. 
 
Diego Alonso is the founder and director of the “Spanish Guitar Mastery” online program 
(www.SpanishGuitarMastery.com). He performs and composes for small and large ensembles, 
educational programs, fairs, festivals, house concerts, music clubs, public concerts, recording 
studios, school assemblies, theaters, universities, and more. Read more at 
www.DiegoAlonsoMusic.com. 


