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Mellon Center News 
Winter 2016    

 
 
2016-18 Mellon Foundation Grant Engaging Tomorrow’s Students   
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation has awarded a $350,000 grant to Illinois Wesleyan 
University to develop a comprehensive, three-year program of new curricular 
approaches and pedagogical reform. The primary aim of the initiative, entitled Engaging 
Tomorrow’s Students, is to increase student engagement and enhance pedagogical 
practices across campus. Lynda Duke, Associate Dean for Curricular and Faculty 
Development, serves as the project director, and coordinates implementation in 
consultation with the CETAL. Provost and Dean of Faculty Jonathan Green supervises 
this initiative. 
 
You can read the full grant proposal here:  
https://www.iwu.edu/mellon-center/mellon-grant.html 
 
Engaging Tomorrow’s Students supports five major initiatives over the next two years to 
enhance student engagement and strengthen pedagogical practices across the 
curriculum: 
 
• 15 team-taught courses that experiment with varied ways of teaching. We have 

awarded seven team-teaching grants so far: Art 275/Bio 275 “Hide & Seek” (Profs. 
Strandberg and Lehr); PSYC 376 “Aggression and Violence” (Profs. Kerr and 
Vicary); HUM 270 “Narratives of War” (Profs. Ferradáns and Wise); ART 275/HUM 
270 “Visual Persuasion” (Profs. Ferradáns and Strandberg); ENG/HIST “Promised 
Lands: A Cultural and Literary History of the Great Migration (Profs. A. Schultz and 
Robey); ENST 480 “Creating a Sustainable Society” (Profs. Jahiel and Shoults-
Wilson); PSCI 270 “Engagement and the City” (Profs. Simeone and Schmidt). 
 
The third round of team-teaching grants is due to the Mellon Center by January 16th, 
2017. Proposals for team-teaching courses in Fall 2017, and Spring, May and Fall of 
2018 are welcome at this time. All team-taught courses supported by this grant must 
be taught by December 31st, 2018. 
 
You can read exemplary proposals here:  
https://www.iwu.edu/mellon-center/mellon-grant.html 
 

• Three teaching fellows were appointed by the Provost to serve as resources for 
faculty in the following areas: Prof. Abigail Kerr for Independent Undergraduate 
Research; Prof. Carmela Ferradáns for Multimodal Literacies; and Prof. Dani Snyder-
Young for Oral Communication.  
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• The search committee for a full-time Visiting Assistant Professor of Humanities has 
been identified: Kristine Nielsen, School of Art; Scott Sheridan, French and Italian; 
Carmela Ferradáns, Chair of the CETAL and Campus Teaching Fellow (Multimodal 
Literacies); and Lynda Duke in her role as Associate Dean and project director. The 
committee elected Kristine Nielsen as chair, drafted and posted a job description, 
and will start interviewing candidates in mid-December. We plan to have on-campus 
interviews in February 2017.  

• Four curricular and pedagogical symposia per year; and 
• Four workshops on the humanities and intercultural communication per year. 
 
The CETAL welcomes any suggestions you might have for speakers and/or workshops 
that might fall under any of these initiatives. Please send an email to Diego Méndez-
Carbajo dmendez@iwu.edu 
 
 
Save the dates for upcoming workshops and activities  
 
o January Pedagogy Symposium 

January 13-14, 2017  
The Symposium will focus on the practice of reflection, encouraging students to engage 
in metacognitive activities to better understand the composition process and lead, 
ultimately, to the creation of better writing, and more confident and capable student 
writers.  
 
The Symposium's speaker and workshop leader is Michael Neal. Neal's research 
interests explore the intersections of composition, writing assessment, and digital 
technologies. His essay "The Perils of Standing Alone: Reflective Writing in Relation to 
Other Texts" appears in A Rhetoric of Reflection (Utah State UP, 2016), edited by 
Kathleen Blake Yancey. He is an associate professor at Florida State University, where 
he teaches undergraduate courses in the Editing, Writing, and Media track of the English 
major and graduate courses in composition theory, research methods, visual rhetoric, 
and digital convergence culture. 

For more information on this workshop, please contact Mike Theune, Director of the 
Writing Program mtheune@iwu.edu 

o Prof. Harriett Green visit & workshop on digital humanities projects.  
Thursday, February 2. 

Prof. Green is the English and Digital Humanities Librarian at UIUC. Her research 
interests are digital humanities tools and resources; development of library services and 
partnerships for digital humanities research; digital publishing; digital pedagogy; and 
humanities data curation. For more information, please visit her webpage  
http://www.library.illinois.edu/people/bios/green19/ 

For more information on this event, please contact Carmela Ferradáns, your Multimodal 
Literacies Teaching Fellow.  
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o Oral Communication Pedagogy Workshop with Allison Shapira  
Saturday, February 4, 8:30am-12:30pm  

Come explore oral communication pedagogy and practice with public speaking 
consultant and Harvard faculty member Allison Shapira. Please bring an oral 
communication assignment or an idea for an assignment for one of your classes; in 
addition to providing foundational principals of good public speaking, this interactive 
workshop will facilitate the development or revision of concrete assignments. 

For more information on this workshop, please contact Dani Snyder-Young, your Oral 
Communication Teaching Fellow dsnyder@iwu.edu 

o Oral Communication of Research Across Disciplinary Lines 
March 9, 4-7:00PM 
This workshop will assist faculty in mentoring students to communicate research to 
interdisciplinary audiences, focusing on public speaking in formal paper and poster 
presentations. 

 
For more information on this workshop, please contact either Dani Snyder-Young or 
Abbie Kerr.  

o Please save the dates for the May Workshops on teaching & learning; tentatively 
May 4-5, and/or 8-9, 2017.  

o Geographic Information System (GIS) training workshops. August 14-18, 2017. If you 
are interested in this initiative, please contact Amy Coles acoles@iwu.edu or Aaron 
Shoults-Wilson wshoults@iwu.edu  

 
Update on the project “Hybrid Learning and the Residential Liberal Arts 
Experience,” funded by Teagle. 
 
The content and format overhaul of the online modules part of the Teagle-funded project 
“Hybrid Learning and the Residential Liberal Arts Experience” continues apace. As of 
today, two modules have been fully revamped and are ready for course adoption: 
  
(i) Information Fluency module #1: Credibility and Context 
(ii) Communication and Presentation Skills module #1: Overcoming Nerves and 
Conquering Fear 
 
Please contact Rick Lindquist if you are interested in embedding them into your Moodle 
course pages. 
  
An additional 7 modules are currently under review and will be released during the winter 
break. You can preview all the modules by clicking on the hyperlinked text:  
  
IF1: Credibility and Context  
IF3: Scholarly Articles in the Humanities  
IF4: Evaluating and Reading Monographs  
IF5: Maps and Spatial Data  
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CPS1: Overcoming Nerves and Conquering Fear  
CPS2: Preparing a Presentation  
CPS3: Improving Delivery  
CPS4: Communicating Professionally  
TA1: Analyzing Data using Technology 
  
Please contact Diego Méndez-Carbajo dmendez@iwu.edu if you have questions about 
this initiative. 
 
The Mellon Center Teaching & Learning library continues to grow. We have 
printed copies of the AAC&U Liberal Education and Peer Review magazines; printed 
copies of workshop materials; and a variety of printed books related to teaching and 
learning. You can peruse and checkout materials at the Mellon Center front desk on the 
3rd floor of CLA. We welcome your suggestions and recommendations for additions to 
the library. Please send an email to Lynda Duke lduke@iwu.edu  
 
The Mellon Center webpage contains useful resources for teaching and learning as 
well as information related to: Curriculum Council; Faculty Development Committee; 
Faculty Development and Curriculum Council handbooks; General Education; and May 
Term: https://www.iwu.edu/melloncenter/ 
 
In the CETAL tab of the Mellon Center webpage you have information related to: 
https://www.iwu.edu/mellon-center/teaching-learning/cetal.html 
 

o Resources for teaching. 
o Rubrics & Syllabi. Here you can find a syllabus template with information on co-

curricular activities, 2016-17 University Theme, Liberal Arts Course Clusters, 3-D 
Series, and a sample of a “Diversity Statement” shared by Amanda Hopkins.  

o Teaching Circles. 
o Team & Collaborative Teaching. For those of you team-teaching and clustering 

next semester, visit The Center for Teaching at Vanderbilt University webpage. It 
has excellent tips on how to design a team-taught course:  
http://cft.vanderbilt.edu/guides-sub-pages/teamcollaborative-teaching/ 

o Course design.  
o Liberal Arts Course Clusters. 
o Teaching and Technology.   

If you are experimenting with blended or hybrid pedagogies, you can find some 
useful tips from EDUCAUSE (http://www.educause.edu/) and basic standards for 
technology-enhanced teaching & learning at this site: 
https://www.iwu.edu/melloncenter/teaching-learning/teaching-technology.html 
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SUGGESTED LANGUAGE TO INCLUDE IN YOUR SYLLABI 
 
DISSABILITY STATEMENT  
Illinois Wesleyan University strives to make all learning experiences as accessible as 
possible. If you anticipate or experience academic barriers based on a disability 
(including mental health and chronic or temporary medical conditions), it is your 
responsibility to register with Disability Services. Please note that accommodations are 
not retroactive and accommodations cannot be provided until I receive an email from 
Disability Services.  Once the email is sent, please make arrangements with me as soon 
as possible to discuss your accommodations confidentially so they may be implemented 
in a timely fashion.  For more information contact Disability Services by visiting 110 
Holmes Hall, calling 309-556-3231, or emailing cshipley@iwu.edu. 
 
DIVERSITY STATEMENT  
It is my goal that the content you learn in this class will be reflective of the diversity of the 
world at large. I welcome the opportunity to have a healthy mix of people from varying 
backgrounds who bring a diversity of ideas, experiences, and cultural beliefs to this 
course. This is a “Safe Zone” and discrimination by race, ethnicity, class, gender, sexual 
orientation and identity, disability, national origin and citizenship status, age, language, 
culture, religion, and economic status will not be tolerated.   
[Language adapted from Professor Amanda Hopkins, School of Nursing] 

UNIVERSITY STATEMENT ON PLAGIARISM  
https://www.iwu.edu/judicial/handbook/StudentHandbookPolicies.html 
 
What is plagiarism?  Plagiarism is the intentional or inadvertent misrepresentation as 
one’s own, the words, ideas, research data, formulae or artistic creations of another 
individual or collective body, without giving credit to the originator(s) of those words, 
ideas, data, formulae or artistic creations. 
 
Examples of plagiarism: 

o Submitting in one’s own name a term paper, report or document written by 
someone else or obtained from a commercial agency. 

o A document that is only partially of one’s own creation; combining original content 
with text, data or graphics taken from another source such as an encyclopedia, 
book, journal article or downloaded from the World-Wide-Web. 

o Paraphrases of the ideas or words of others without proper acknowledgement. 
o Original work based on the ideas of others without proper acknowledgment. 

Why one should not plagiarize: The scholarly community recognizes that it is virtually 
impossible to write everything with such originality that one never employs the ideas and 
words of another. However, by providing proper citations to other works, a writer shows 
his or her ability to enter into dialogue with the scholarly community of a specific 
discipline, building upon what has already been said and adding his or her own voice. 
Plagiarism on the other hand is contrary to the ideals of scholarship. It is subversive to 
sound education and ethically dishonest. 
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Consequences of plagiarism at IWU:  Because IWU takes very seriously the 
responsibility of ethical scholarship and writing, plagiarism can result in a failing grade 
for an assignment, a course, or in some cases, separation from the University. It is the 
responsibility of instructors who discover instances of plagiarism to report these to the 
Associate Provost of Academic Planning and Standards in writing. Only after such a 
report has been filed can an appropriate punitive response be determined. The instructor 
must also inform the student at the time that the report is filed. The Associate Provost of 
Academic Planning and Standards is responsible for seeing that the appropriate penalty 
is recorded in all cases not requiring action of the Academic Appeals Board. 
 
2016-17 UNIVERSITY THEME  
Women’s Power, Women’s Justice  
https://www.iwu.edu/annual-theme/2016/ 

In the spirit of collaboration and mutual support, a working group of faculty, students and 
staff members selected “Women's Power, Women's Justice" as a 2016-2017 intellectual 
theme that reflects faculty-led interest that we hope will permeate the campus 
community and conversations throughout the academic year. 

In the United States today, women’s contributions in a wide range of endeavors are both 
expected and celebrated.   Women are leaders in politics and business with increasing 
numbers of women representatives, company leaders, and local officials.  Women’s 
creative work in the arts, entertainment and literature is garnering not just attention but 
also national and international awards.  More women are attending college than ever 
before, more are receiving advanced degrees, and nearly 200,000 women are currently 
athletes in programs across the country.  But these examples of success are relatively 
new, and equal justice for women has not always been found here and around the world. 
 
LIBERAL ARTS COURSE CLUSTERS  
https://www.iwu.edu/academics/course-cluster/ 
 
Liberal Arts Course Clusters at IWU:  
o Promote interdisciplinary thinking 
o Provide opportunities for experiential learning 
o Allow students to connect with community initiatives 
o Encourage and showcase student interdisciplinary work  
o Expose students to a variety of modes of expression 
 
 

      3D SERIES: DIVERSITY, DIALOGUE & DIGNITY  
The 3D Series is a campus-wide collaboration to have engaging and 
thought-provoking dialogue on Thursdays at 7pm. All events are open to 
the Wesleyan community. 
For more information on this program, please visit: 
 

     https://www.iwu.edu/student-diversity/3Dseries.html 
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SUGGESTED READINGS IN TEACHING & LEARNING  
 
For the latest hot topics in liberal education, you can follow AAC&U’s Liberal Education 
News Watch: http://www.aacu.org/liberal-education-news-watch   
 
Chávez, Alicia Fedelina, and Susan Diana Longerbeam. Teaching Across Cultural 
Strengths: A Guide to Balancing Integrated and Individualized Cultural Frameworks in 
College Teaching. Sterling, Virginia: Stylus Publishing, 2016.  
 
Svensoon, Patrik, and David Theo Goldberg, Eds. Between Humanities and the Digital. 
Massachusetts Institutute of Tecnology, 2015.  

 
Yavneh Klos, Naomi, Jenny Olin Shanahan, and Gregory Young, Eds. Creative Inquiry 
in the Arts and Humanities: Models of Undergraduate Research.  The Council for 
Undergraduate Research, 2011.  
 
This text aims to assist faculty in creating and facilitating 
undergraduate research opportunities in disciplines beyond the 
natural and social sciences. It offers examples of successful 
programs, assignments, curricula, and conferences that support 
the research, scholarship, and creative activity of students in 
arts and humanities disciplines. The table of contents can be 
found here  http://www.cur.org/assets/1/7/AHTOC.pdf 
 
You can also find the slides from the November 17th, 2016 book 
discussion in the Mellon Center webpage.  
 
 
 
 
 
Have a great winter break!  
Carmela Ferradáns, your CETAL chair  
 
 
 

Please be mindful of the environment; think before printing this News Letter. 


