
	   1	  

Mellon Center News 
Spring 2016 

 
 
2016-18 Mellon Foundation Grant Engaging Tomorrow’s Students   
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation has awarded a $350,000 grant to Illinois Wesleyan 
University to develop a comprehensive, three-year program of new curricular 
approaches and pedagogical reform. The primary aim of the initiative, entitled Engaging 
Tomorrow’s Students, is to increase student engagement and enhance pedagogical 
practices across campus. Lynda Duke, Associate Dean for Curricular and Faculty 
Development, serves as the project director and coordinates implementation in 
consultation with the CETAL. Provost and Dean of Faculty Jonathan Green supervises 
this initiative. 
 
You can read the full grant proposal here:  
https://www.iwu.edu/melloncenter/faculty-development.html 
 
Engaging Tomorrow’s Students supports five major initiatives over the next three years 
to enhance student engagement and strengthen pedagogical practices across the 
curriculum: 
 
• 15 team-taught courses that experiment with varied ways of teaching. We have 

awarded two team-teaching grants in the first round of Call for Proposals: Art 275/Bio 
275 “Hide & Seek” (Profs. Strandberg and Lehr), and PSYC 376 “Aggression and 
Violence” (Profs. Kerr and Vicary). You can read these proposals here:  
https://www.iwu.edu/melloncenter/faculty-development.html 
 
The second round of team-teaching grants is due September 15th, 2016. Proposals 
for team-teaching courses in Spring, May, and Fall 2017, and Spring, May and Fall 
2018 are welcome at this time. All team-taught courses supported by this grant must 
be taught by December 2018;  
 

• Two teaching fellows were appointed by the Provost to serve as resources for faculty 
in their respective areas: Prof. Abigail Kerr for Independent Undergraduate Research 
and Prof. Carmela Ferradáns for Multimodal Literacies. Applications for the Teaching 
Fellow for Oral Communication are due June 15th to Lynda Duke.   

 
• The search committee for a full-time Visiting Assistant Professor of Humanities has 

been created: Kristine Nielsen, School of Art; Scott Sheridan, French and Italian; 
Carmela Ferradáns, Chair of the CETAL and Campus Teaching Fellow (Multimodal 
Literacies); and Lynda Duke in her role as Associate Dean. The committee met once 
in late April, elected Kristine Nielsen as chair, and drafted a plan to go forward with 
the search for this position. 
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• Four curricular and pedagogical symposia per year; and 
• Four workshops on the humanities and intercultural communication per year. 
 
The CETAL welcomes any suggestions you might have for speakers and/or workshops 
that might fall under any of these initiatives. Please send an email to Lynda 
lduke@iwu.edu or Carmela  cferrada@iwu.edu  
 
The Mellon Center webpage contains useful resources for teaching and learning as 
well as information related to: Curriculum Council; Faculty Development Committee; 
Faculty Development and Curriculum Council handbooks; General Education; and May 
Term: https://www.iwu.edu/melloncenter/ 
 

o Resources for teaching: 
https://www.iwu.edu/melloncenter/teaching-learning/teaching-commons.html  

 
o Rubrics & Syllabi:  
https://www.iwu.edu/melloncenter/rubrics-and-syllabi.html 

 
o Team & Collaborative Teaching. For those of you team-teaching and clustering 

next semester, visit The Center for Teaching at Vanderbilt University webpage. It 
has excellent tips on how to design a team-taught course:  

http://cft.vanderbilt.edu/guides-sub-pages/teamcollaborative-teaching/ 
 
o If you are experimenting with blended or hybrid pedagogies, you can find some 

useful tips from EDUCAUSE (http://www.educause.edu/) and basic standards for 
technology-enhanced teaching & learning at this site: 

https://www.iwu.edu/melloncenter/teaching-learning/teaching-technology.html 
 
 
The Mellon Center Teaching and Learning resources continue to grow. We 
have printed copies of the AAC&U Liberal Education and Peer Review magazines; 
printed copies of workshop materials; and a variety of printed books related to teaching 
and learning. You can peruse and checkout materials at the Mellon Center front desk on 
the 3rd floor of CLA. We welcome your suggestions and recommendatons. Please send 
an email to Carmela cferrada@iwu.edu  
 
May 2016 Workshops  

 
o CETAL May 3rd, workshop on student engagement techniques. Thank you to all 34 

participants and presenters. Workshop materials are uploaded to the Mellon Center 
webpage: https://www.iwu.edu/melloncenter/faculty-development.html 
 

o Team-teaching and Faculty Collaboration Across Disciplines: Rewards and 
Challenges. Tuesday, May 17th, noon, Mellon Center Conference Room.   
 

o Improvisation Techniques for your Classroom. Wednesday, May 18th, 4-6:00. 
Davidson Room.  
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In this educational and fun workshop you will not only learn about the benefits of 
using different improvisational activities in the classroom, but also get to experience 
it first-hand.  The skills developed when engaging in improv exercises parallel the 
skills that we as educators try to develop in our students, e.g., creativity, problem-
solving, and adaptation.  You will leave this workshop with a number of different 
improv exercises that you can use in your classes!    
 
Colin Stewart is Director of Student Activities and Leadership Programs at Illinois 
Wesleyan University. His PhD dissertation explores how improv comedy impacts 
learning, social skills, and identity development.  Colin has presented improv 
workshops like this one at local, national, and international conferences and is a 
published author on the topic of improvisation. 

 
o Signature Work Workshop May 26 & 27. For more information on this workshop, 

please contact Lynda Duke lduke@iwu.edu or April Schultz aschultz@iwu.edu  
 
Save the date for August writing workshops 
o August 17th Writing Workshops.  

 
o Kathleen Yancey lecture and workshop, August 17th & 18th 

Teaching for Writing Transfer (TFT):  Current Lessons, Promising Directions  

For more information on these workshops, please contact Mike Theune, Director of the 
Writing Program mtheune@iwu.edu 

Update from BLAISE  
The online modules part of the “Hybrid Learning and the Residential Liberal Arts 
Experience” Teagle-funded project will undergo a last round of content and format 
revisions before becoming available for course adoption at the start of the fall semester. 
A new firm of instructional developers has been retained in order to fully capitalize on the 
adaptive features of the online platform Smart Sparrow. You should expect a new look 
and pedagogical approach to two modules: one focused on competencies related to 
Communication and Presentation Skills and another one focused on competencies 
related to Information Fluency 
 
Please contact Diego Méndez-Carbajo dmendez@iwu.edu if you have questions about 
this initiative. 
 
SUGGESTED READINGS IN TEACHING & LEARNING  
 
For the latest hot topics in liberal education, you can follow AAC&U’s Liberal Education 
News Watch: http://www.aacu.org/liberal-education-news-watch 
 
The latest articles featured in Liberal Education News Watch:  
 

“Two Colleges Where Diversity Works” by Lee Lawrence. 05/15/2016 
The Christian Science Monitor 
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“How and Why You Diversify Colleges” by Frank Bruni. 05/14/2016 
The New York Times 
 
“Big Brains, Small Minds” by John Kaag, professor of philosophy at the University 
of Massachusetts at Lowell, and David O’Hara, associate professor of philosophy 
and classics at Augustana University. 05/13/2016 
The Chronicle of Higher Education Review 

 
• Hacking the Academy: New Approaches to Scholarship and Teaching from Digital 

Humanities. Daniel J. Cohen & Tom Scheinfeldt, eds. University of Michigan Press, 
2013.   
This book was used in a series of workshops in the spring 2016 organized by our 
Technology Fellow Diego Mendez-Carbajo.  

 
“Can an algorithm edit a journal? Can a library exist without books? Can students 
build and manage their own learning management platforms? Can a conference be 
held without a program? Can Twitter replace a scholarly society?” 

 
As recently as the mid-2000s, questions like these would have been unthinkable. But 
today serious scholars are asking whether the institutions of the academy as they 
have existed for decades, even centuries, aren’t becoming obsolete. Every aspect of 
scholarly infrastructure is being questioned, and even more importantly, being 
hacked. Sympathetic scholars of traditionally disparate disciplines are canceling their 
association memberships and building their own networks on Facebook and Twitter. 
Journals are being compiled automatically from self-published blog posts. Newly 
minted PhDs are forgoing the tenure track for alternative academic careers that blur 
the lines between research, teaching, and service. Graduate students are looking 
beyond the categories of the traditional CV and building expansive professional 
identities and popular followings through social media. Educational technologists are 
“punking” established technology vendors by rolling out their own open source 
infrastructure. 

 
Here, in Hacking the Academy, Daniel J. Cohen and Tom Scheinfeldt have gathered 
a sampling of the answers to their initial questions from scores of engaged 
academics who care deeply about higher education. These are the responses from a 
wide array of scholars, presenting their thoughts and approaches with a vibrant 
intensity, as they explore and contribute to ongoing efforts to rebuild scholarly 
infrastructure for a new millennium. 
From Amazon.com 

 
• Fink, L. Dee. Creating Significant Learning Experiences: An Integrated Approach to 

Designing College Courses. Second Ed. San Francisco, CA: John Wiley & Sons, 
2013.  
--This resource was recommended by Claire Lamonica, presenter at the May 3rd., 
CETAL Workshop on Student Engagement. Dr. Lamonica is Director of ISU Center 
for Teaching, Learning and Technology (CTLT).  
You can check CTLT Summer Institute 2016 
https://news.illinoisstate.edu/2016/05/summer-institute-2016-course-design/ 
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Dee Fink challenges our conventional assumptions and practices and offers an 
insightful approach to expanding our learning goals, making higher education more 
meaningful. This is a gem of a book that every college teacher should read." —Ken 
Bain, author, What the Best College Students Do 
 
Since the original publication of L. Dee Fink's Creating Significant Learning 
Experiences, higher education has continued to move in two opposite directions: 
more institutions encourage faculty to focus on research, obtaining grants, and 
publishing, while accreditation agencies, policy-makers, and students themselves 
emphasize the need for greater attention to the quality of teaching and learning. 
 
Now the author has updated his bestselling classic, providing busy faculty with 
invaluable conceptual and procedural tools for instructional design. Step by step, 
Fink shows how to use a taxonomy of significant learning and systematically 
combine the best research-based practices for learning-centered teaching with a 
teaching strategy in a way that results in powerful learning experiences. 
 
This edition addresses new research on how people learn, active learning, and 
student engagement; includes illustrative examples from online teaching; and reports 
on the effectiveness of Fink's time-tested model. Fink also explores recent changes 
in higher education nationally and internationally and offers more proven strategies 
for dealing with student resistance to innovative teaching. 
 
Tapping into the knowledge, tools, and strategies in Creating Significant Learning 
Experiences empowers educators to creatively design courses that will result in 
significant learning for their students. 
 
"As thought-provoking and inspiring today as it was when it was first published, it is a 
'must' for anyone serious about creating courses that challenge students to learn 
deeply." —Elizabeth F. Barkley, author, Student Engagement Techniques 

 
From Amazon.com  
 
Have a great summer! 
 
Carmela Ferradáns, your CETAL chair  


